
Bethesda Outreach 

 Christmas Project 
Goal:  $60,000/R600,000 

Gree�ngs from South Africa! We live in a country known for extremes. For example, there are cars that have 

no business being on the roads right next to vehicles that are far beyond my price range. You will find large 

se$lements of �n houses and just a few more minutes down the road, 

see beau�ful and  expensive luxury homes. There are so many exam-

ples I could give of the contrasts in South Africa! A few months ago, I 

visited a pastor in a village that depends on a water truck each day to 

deliver water because there is no municipal water available to the 

community (provided the truck does not break down). The pastor’s 

home actually has a well (borehole) but the pump was broken. The 

pastor and his family lived in their home for almost 7 months without 

any running water. We made a phone call to the person that works on our boreholes, and for R600 ($60) they 

were able to fix it. When the water started to flow, so did their joy and thankful-

ness. I talked to them a few weeks later and they were able to start a garden to 

grow vegetables for their home. What a blessing for them to have water and to 

have increased opportuni�es to minister to the village families just because 

they now had water. 

When I see things like that I ask myself how I would cope without a shower  

every day; or having to think about every glass of water I could drink or use for 

washing dishes and brushing my teeth before the next truck came through to 

deliver more. Watching people go without basics like this always makes me 

very thankful that God has given me so much more than I need. This, however, is 

exactly the type of living condi�ons from where all of our children have come. 

This year’s Christmas project for Bethesda is very simple. We would like to raise 

$30,000 for food for the children and $30,000 toward the much needed            

new classroom building that will make it possible for our school to expand from           

95 children to 160 children. 

We have 40 children that we care for everyday. Last year, it cost us about $70 per child to feed the children 

we care for on a monthly basis (see chart). Two years ago, The Mail & Guardian newspaper had an ar�cle com-

paring the costs and quality of food between Europe, USA, and South Africa and in almost every category, the 

cost of food was of significantly higher cost here in South Africa—that has not changed.  Our families  work  



 very hard to prepare nutri�ous meals while s�cking 

close to a reasonable budget.  If you compare your 

monthly grocery costs per person in your home, you 

can see that Bethesda does well at keeping the food 

costs down, especially when feeding that many 

mouths. Raising that first $30,000 toward food is the 

first half of our Christmas Project goal.   

The second half of our Christmas project is raising the 

final amount needed to build our new classroom 

building. Our school has grown just over 140% since 

2009 to the current enrollment figures for January, 

2014, and we do very li$le formal adver�sing. Most of 

our growth is due to people telling other people about us. In our area, I can tell stories about some of the   

government schools with very overcrowded classes and li$le to no learning materials. The Department of Edu-

ca�on regula�ons recommend that the teacher-student ra�o be 40 

students to 1 teacher; however, I have seen some that go as high as 

60 children and more. They do admit that the quality of educa�on 

increases tremendously with a smaller student-teacher ra�o. Our 

goal at Bethesda is to keep our class size between 20 and 25. This 

year, we have 95 students at JCA and in January 2014, when our new 

school year begins, we are an�cipa�ng over 125 students and we 

con�nue to receive new applica�ons.  The school is a very important 

part of raising our children as it provides high quality educa�on but also 

con�nually reinforces the biblical concepts that our parents are so diligently teaching. It has also provided   

daily opportuni�es to give the gospel to the community children who may never hear of Christ otherwise.  We 

need another building! 

Enclosed with this le$er is a reply envelope that you can use to send a check made out to BOMI. Please include 

a separate piece of paper indica�ng that it is for the Christmas Project. If you prefer to give using our pay por-

tal, visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org and click on the Get Involved/Give Now tab for instruc�ons. If you have 

addi�onal ques�ons on how to give, you can contact Andy Sommers or John Mixon using the contact infor-

ma�on on the website. 

Christmas is the �me to give and I know many of you that will read this le$er have given sacrificially for years 

and I personally want to say thank you. We would love to see you visit your ministry in South Africa but we 

know that it is not possible for everyone. Thank you so much for giving and praying! Please do not stop as 

there is s�ll so much more to do. Help us by telling a friend about Bethesda. Thank you for your part in this 

year’s Christmas Project! 

For God’s glory alone, 

John Mixon, Execu�ve Director of Bethesda Outreach/BOMI 

Merry Christmas from Bethesda 


