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It’s hard to believe that it has been 8 years 
since I have been a student at Purdue; being 

a student of life is much harder! I still very 
much enjoy keeping track of how the Boilers 
are doing in their various athletic areas, but 

the best part of being a Purdue Alum is hav-
ing a connection with the wonderful stu-

dents, student-athletes, and now coaches 
that come to visit and minister at Bethesda. 

It has been an even longer time since sports 
(basketball in particular) has been a major 
part of my life. Last week we had the privi-

lege of having several players and coaches 
from the Purdue Women’s Basketball team 

join us for a few days of ministry and fellow-
ship. I have to say I enjoyed having people 
around that share that interest. Despite that, 

I am thankful that God removed basketball 
as a major part of my life after high school 

because I see how doing so directed my life 
to where I am today and it definitely drew 
me closer in my relationship with God. I do 

not see how my life would have headed to-
ward Bethesda had He not done so.  

God uses all things for His glory and 
for the good of those that love Him. 

It is good to be reminded that even 
though I do miss that part of my 
life, it was removed for my good and 

His glory! 
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A Note from the Teacher’s Desk 



June/July VisitJune/July VisitJune/July VisitJune/July Visit    
Just a reminder, I will be home from June 22- July 15. I have several events on my calendar already, but 
am still looking for a few more opportunities to share with current supporters and connect with poten-

tial supporters about what God is doing at Bethesda.  

If you, someone you know, your church or your business would be interested in hearing more about 
what God is doing here, how He is using me and how you could potentially help with prayer and finan-
cial support, please email me at tsmall@boi.org and we will try to find a date that suits all of our calen-
dars. It is a privilege to be able to share with others how God is working and to continue building rela-

tionships on both sides of the ocean.  

Please be in prayer for my trip as I estimate that I am in need of a few new supporters and it will be a 
time filled with a great deal of traveling.  

Top Left & clockwise: I was able to celebrate my 30th 
birthday with several of my dear friends here at Be-
thesda. This is with Dorah and Florah; Playing “Sorry” 
over school holidays with one of our community stu-
dents, Bonolo; Junior and is family were able to 
come to our house for a swim just before the 
weather turned cold; Zoe and his sister Zintle are 
growing well and enjoy spending time with their 
favourite “Aunties” from time to time; Prima  and I 
are becoming much better friends as he gets older, 
especially since my car bares a slight resemblance to 
his favourite character, “Lightning McQueen”.  

By God’s grace and through the generosity of all my supporters I am very happy to say that my all of 
my support needs over the last several months have been met. I have estimated that I have about 85-
90% of the amount I am supposed to  coming in from promised monthly donors, but I am continually 
amazed and humbled at the way special gifts from existing supporters or other people who have 
heard about a need here and there come in to the BOMI office with my name attached at exactly the 

right time. God’s timing is so much better than I could ever plan for.  

If you are one of my monthly support team, thank you so much for your loving support, prayer and 
encouragement over the last five and a half years, I pray for you and thank God for you often. If you 
are a person who gives intermittently, thank you as well! God has used your special gifts to give the 

boost in my account balance at exactly the right time!  

Support UpdateSupport UpdateSupport UpdateSupport Update    



 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Faith/BBC Team arrives 5/30 

Bethesda Teen Leadership  
Conference 

5/31-6/2 

Thandiwe’s Birthday 6/1 

Faith/BBC Team departs 6/6 

Mid-Year Exams for Grades 4-7 6/10-14 

Thembi’s Birthday 6/10 

Gomolemo’s Birthday 
Letswalo’s Anniversary 

6/13 

Youth Day- SA Holiday 6/16 

No School- Youth Day  
Observed 

6/17 

Term 2 Ends (12:00 Dismissal)  
Dan Departs for the States 
Heather and Tonya leave for US 

6/21 

Requests: 

• Finishing up of repairs on my car. It has been 7 weeks since 
our car accident and we still do not know when we will 
have it back.  

• Wisdom for Heather and the timing of replacing her car. 
An opportunity as presented itself of late, but we are not 
sure it is the best plan.  

• Stamina as I finish up the term, set exams and prepare re-
port cards before returning to the States on the 21st. 

• My support trip to the States and that my time there would 
be fruitful as I report to current supporters and share with 
new people about Bethesda and my role here. 

 Thanksgivings: 

• Wonderful time of fellowship with the Purdue team.  
• Opportunities to speak truth into the lives of my students on 

a daily basis. 
• Generous and faithful supporters who give towards my minis-

try here on a monthly basis. 

Term 2 is nearly finished at school and it has been a busy but profit-

able year thus far. We have done many projects, hosted a student 

teacher in our grade 6 class, participated in a couple of sports days 

led by our 2 different Purdue teams, and are now preparing for mid-

year exams that will be written between June 10 and 14.  

Please continue to pray for us as teachers and for the students. We 

have several students who are professing believers and demonstrate 

great fruit, but we still have others who are very hard toward the 

Gospel and are quite blind to how their sin effects their learning, 

their classmates, and their relationships on a daily basis. I am praying 

that God would use us as “instruments of seeing” in their lives to 

help them understand areas where they are not pleasing God and 

that I would have the wisdom to handle each situation in a manner 

that pleases God on 

my side.  
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