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friends and family without the pressure of 
attending my next meeting. I was able to 

relax a bit, meet  some new additions to my 
family and my friends’ families since my last 
visit and refresh  and renew old friendships.  

A few years ago actually way back in 
2008, Heather and I got the idea that 

it might be fun at some point to sur-
prise our families by showing up for 
Christmas. We began saving almost 

immediately and through some God 
ordained circumstances, 2012 was the 

year we had the funds to make the 
trip. We bought the tickets in April, 

but had to keep the trip a secret from 
all our family and friends until the 
surprise was completed.  

Having only told a few people here in 
South Africa and with the assistance 

of a few trusted Bethesda friends, we 
completed our surprise on December 
14th. John and Lois had arranged to 

meet Heather’s parents and my mom 
for lunch in Michigan City, but our 

parents had no idea  that we had also 
arranged to be present at that lunch. 
It was a wonderful blessing to  spend 

the holidays with my family for the 
first time since 2008. I was able to see 

Surprise! 
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A Note from the Teacher’s Desk 

1-Mom and my nephew Ethan at our surprise lunch. 2- Ethan and I at 
a Purdue Women’s Basketball game that we were able to take in 
while I was home. 3- Clella was born since my last trip to the States, 
but we became quick buds. 4- My first snow storm  in a few years, 
Ethan spotted it from inside the restaurant so we went outside to 
check it out. 5- I enjoyed being able to spend a bit of extra time with 
my littlest sister, Amanda. 6- Ethan and I getting ready for one of our 
many outings. 7-No matter how many years have passed, I still enjoy 
spending time with these special kids. Micah, Courtney, Holly and 
Luke have grown up a great deal in  years, but they all still hold a very 
special place in my heart! 
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Meet the classMeet the classMeet the classMeet the class----    
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Nombuso (No-mm-boo-so) 
is in grade 7 this year. She 
lives with her foster  
parents in Soshanguve.

  

Kele (Key-Lee) is in grade 7 
this year. She lives in 
Kekana, near Bethesda,  
with her parents.  

Boitumelo (boy-to-may-low) 
is new this year, but is in 
grade 7. She lives with her 
parents and grandmother. 

Thandi (Tawn-.dee) is in grade 
7 this year. She lives at  
Bethesda with the Phago  
(Paw-hoe) Family.  

Rudy is in grade 6 this 
year. He lives at Bethesda 

with the Msiza  
(Mm-see-zuh) Family. 

Olinda is now in grade 6 
as well. She lives at  

Bethesda with the Phago 
(Paw-hoe) Family.  

Konyana (Coon-yawn-uh) is 
doing grade 6 this year. She 
lives in Soshanguve with the 
Matjeni (Mott-jay-knee)  

Family.  

Gift is in grade 6 this year. 
He lives at Bethesda with 
his parents, Peter and Mary 
Letswalo (lets-wall-o).  

Rebaone (reb-uh-own-a) is in 
grade 6 this year. He lives 
near Bethesda with his  

grandparents  

Blessing is new to our school 
this year. She is in grade 6. 
She lives with her parents 

near Bethesda. 



Rose is in her first year at 
our school this year. She is 
in grade 6. She lives with 
her parents near Bethesda. 

Ntokozo (Nn-tu-coe-zoe) is 
new this year. She is in 
grade 6. She lives on the 
nearby army base with her  
mother and step-father. 

Joey is in grade 6 this year. 
She lives at Bethesda with 
the Shikwambane family.  

Hlogi (Cloe-He) is in grade 
6 this year. She lives in 
Soshanguve with her  
foster parents.  

Gaopi is in grade 6 
this year. He lives 
near Bethesda with 
his mother.  

Petunia is in grade 6 
this year. She lives at 
Bethesda with the 
Sithole family.  

Peter is in grade 5 this 
year. He lives at Be-
thesda with the Phago 

family.  

Michael is in grade 5 
this year. He lives near 
Bethesda with his  
foster mom.  

Busi is in grade 5 
this year. She lives 
in Soshanguve with 
the Matjeni Family. 

Warona is new to our 
school this year. She 
is in grade 5. She lives 
near Bethesda with 
her parents. 

Goitse is in grade 5 
this year. He lives at 
Bethesda with his 

parents. 

Maria is in grade 5 
this year. She lives at 
Bethesda with the 
Shikwambane Family.

  

Bonolo is in grade 5 
this year. She lives 
near Bethesda with 
her grandparents.  



  
UPCOMING EVENTS 

John & Lois Mixon Return 
from the US 

2/27 

Together for Adoption  
Conference 

3/1 & 2 

Purdue FCA Team 3-/10-16 

Ruth Departs for the US 3/15 

Term 1 Ends 3/20 

Maranatha Team (IA) 3/21-26 

Rose’s 12th birthday 3/26 

Stoffels Depart 3/27 

Maria Msiza’s Birthday 3/28 

Good Friday 3/29 

Lenah Phago’s Birthday 3/30 

Easter Sunday 3/31 

Requests: 

• John, Lois, Heather and I are all teaching breakout sessions at 
the Together for Adoption Conference that is being held in Pre-
toria this coming weekend. We would appreciate your prayers 
as we prepare to speak.  

• Pray for the hearts of our students as we have several this year 
that have not yet professed a saving knowledge of Christ. We 
are working diligently on a daily basis to speak Truth in their 
lives and encourage them to glorify God with their lives. 

• Pray that I would be diligent with the time gives me each day. 
This year has been a challenging one with the addition of an 
hour to our teaching each day.  

• Pray that I would be able to physically handle all the wonderful 
opportunities that God has allowed for ministry this year.  

 Thanksgivings: 

• We had a successful visit from our first team of the year.  
• We had a wonderful time of fellowship with the youth from our 

church when they held a camp out at our house for their new year 
kick-off. 

Support raising time again! I know it seems like I was just home, but my 
visit in December basically a family only trip. It has been almost two 
years since I was last home for reporting to supporters and to do some 
fundraising. I will be making another scheduled visit to the States this 
summer from June 22nd - July 16th. During this trip, I will be looking to 
schedule appointments with current supporters as well as hopefully 
make contact with some new and potential supporters. The last time I 
was home many of you graciously opened your homes and invited 
friends and neighbors in to hear about Bethesda and more specifically 
my ministry over here. If you would be willing to do this again, please 
contact me  ((((tsmall@boi.orgtsmall@boi.orgtsmall@boi.orgtsmall@boi.org) ) ) ) and I would be delighted to put you on 
my calendar.  

Another thing that has been helpful during my past visits is for me to 
see groups of supporters at one time rather than trying to see all of 
them individually since I am only home for 25 days and I have over 100 
supporters. If you and a few of your friends who are supporters would 
like to get together and plan a time when we can visit, I would also love 
to add that to my calendar if you can give me some potential dates that 
would work.  

Please pray for me as I attempt to make all of these arrangements and 

balance them with the need to visit with family. Pray also that God 

would be preparing the hearts of new supporters to be open to how 

He might use them to further His kingdom by reaching children in 

South Africa.  
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**Any funds received over the required 
amount will be used for the BOMI  

general fund.** 


