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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

I Peter 4:11 says, “If anyone speaks, he should do it as 
one speaking the very words of God. If anyone 
serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, 
so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ…. “  This mandate is a tall order but thankfully, 
we are all able to do our part to speak and 
communicate to others about the glorious riches found 
in Christ alone and serve Him faithfully all of our days. 

In the many communities of South Africa, poor children and families have needs 
that we cannot adequately meet through the normal ministry of Bethesda’s homes 
and school. That is where the outreach ministry steps in. We help local churches 
who are committed to orphan care by offering education and training, food 
sources, and encouragement to those who are in need. Often, in the churches 
there are grandparents, aunties, or neighbors who are doing their best to care 
for children who have been orphaned. This is a wonderful opportunity to share 
the love of Christ by giving them the gospel, helping them to be able to improve 
the living conditions of the children, offer moral and godly support, and have a 
compassionate heart that listens to the cares and concerns that they have. Please 
pray for this arm of our ministry that we will have wisdom as it continues to 
develop and that we will be faithful in ministering to the needs of those around 
us. 

Recently, we had a breach in our security at the Bethesda property. There were 
a few things stolen from one of our guest units; although more importantly, no 
one was hurt. Crime in South Africa runs rampant and sadly, the crimes often 
result in injury or death. We are thankful that God’s hand of protection is always 
with us and nothing happens apart from His sovereign will. Please continue to 
pray that we will be wise in the way that we handle security at Bethesda. 

We need your help to continue this work!  Won’t you please consider giving 
today to help in the daily operational expenses or sharing Bethesda’s ministry 
with a friend?  Let’s partner together to continue bringing hope to children! 

For His glory alone, 

 

John  
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•Julia’s birthday October 31 

•Wednesday morning Ladies Prayer meetings 

•Pray for Albert—the October Child of the Month 
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Introducing….Peter and Mary LetswaloIntroducing….Peter and Mary LetswaloIntroducing….Peter and Mary Letswalo   
Peter and Mary Letswalo have been a part of Bethesda for a long time. After being substitute 
house parents for some months, God put a desire in their heart to be houseparents on a full 
time basis. Mary has been with Bethesda almost from the very beginning as she helped in the 
preschool on the original property and eventually became an assistant houseparent.  

 

The story of how they met and eventually got married is very different depending on who you 
talk to! Peter came to Bethesda as a seminary student and while 
he was here for some training, he saw Mary and was immediately 
interested. He did a little “behind the scenes” research on her and 
then was even MORE interested. Mary however, did not have the 
same response when she saw Peter. In fact, she didn’t really notice 
him until one of her friends invited her over to meet her pastor and 
found out that it was Peter. He called her here and there over the next 
few weeks and months only to be asked, “Why do you call me so much?” When Peter asked 
Mary to go on a date with him, she said, “no.” In fact, she said “no” a few 

times. Eventually, she agreed (with a little encouragement from her fellow Bethesda moms and Mama 
Lois). Over time, Peter was absolutely sure that Mary was the woman that God had planned for his life 
and he proposed to Mary. Believe it or not, she said “no.”  After a little more time, Mary eventually 
agreed to marry Peter. To say the least, Peter had to be very persistent! It was such a joyous day when 
they had their wedding at Bethesda! We all celebrated!! 

 

Mary was saved after coming to work at Bethesda when one of our American team members shared 
the gospel with her. She has grown tremendously since then and is a godly mom, pastor’s wife and 
helper to her husband. Peter was saved in June of 2000 when he went to an evangelistic tent meeting. 
He was originally drawn to the music but when he heard the message, God used that to really touch his 
heart and open his eyes to his need for Christ. Peter has since studied at Christ Seminary to be a pastor 
and is currently both a housefather and a pastor to a local church. He is also a Christian counselor at a nearby prison.  

 

Peter and Mary are parents to 4 boys and 5 girls in their home. One of the chal-
lenges that they face in their home is 
their desire to reach the hearts of their 
children rather than just making behav-
ior changes in the children. They under-
stand that God is the one who actually 
changes hearts but they work hard to 
faithfully teach and apply God’s Word 
in every situation. Most of the children 
in their home are still unsaved so that is 
a big prayer request. Recently, one of 
their greatest joys was to have one of 
their girls come to Mary after church and indicate that she wanted to be saved. The 

circumstances behind it made is very clear that God was at work in her heart and there has been a noticeable change in 
her behavior and demeanor. We are SO thankful for God answering that prayer.  

 

Peter and Mary have both said what keeps them going sometimes is knowing that they are working for 
God’s glory and not just for their own personal satisfaction. It 
is hard work and they want to be a testimony to their children 
as well as to the people around them that God is the impor-
tant part of their family. God is the one who works in hearts 
and God is the one who gives them strength to raise a family 
with 9 children. Peter has a favorite verse which is Colossians 
1:28, “And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and 
teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present 
every man complete in Christ.” Mary also has a verse that is 
of great encouragement to her and it is 2 Corinthians 5:9, 
“Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or 
absent, to be pleasing to Him.”  Thank you for praying for this 
precious couple and their family. 

For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Peter and Mary 

Gift, Mike, Bridget, Rose Tsolofelo, Peter, Mary, 
Lesego, Dipuo, Jack and Amo 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Let it Snow...Let it Snow...Let it Hail?Let it Snow...Let it Snow...Let it Hail?Let it Snow...Let it Snow...Let it Hail?   
On Friday, September 7, Bethesda, along with much of Pretoria and Johan-
nesburg,  experienced quite the hail storm! It was the first of two times that 
it has hailed this Spring. We have had hail in other years, but this year, the 
hail was bigger, the temperature was colder, and it stayed on the ground 
for several hours and in some places, there was still ice on the ground the 
next day. What was so amazing was that even though the hail storm was a 
severe one, our Bethesda garden was completely untouched thanks to the 

Family Farm team that came a 
year ago and put up netting over 
the entire garden to protect from 
birds and extreme sunlight.  We 
are SO thankful for the added 
blessing of continuing to have fresh garden produce when the 
garden could have been completely destroyed. We are prais-
ing the Lord for his gracious provision to us! 

The occasional hail storm is as close to snow as we normally get 
here in SA; however, this winter was unusual in that there was 
one day in which snow fell in all 9 provinces of South Africa all 
on the same day. This was the first time that this event had ever 
been recorded in South Africa.  It had been 

more than 20 years since snow had last fallen in Hammanskraal so for many, it was their 
first sighting of snow. The snow (flurries) only fell for about 30-45 seconds but it was 
enough time for the school children to completely empty their classrooms and be outside 
standing in the yard catching snowflakes on their face and tongues. The office staff also 
ended up outside to see this unusual phenomena as well.   

Psalm 51:7 says, “Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow.”  This verse, along with oth-
ers in Scripture that make reference to snow, 
make a lot more sense once you have actu-
ally seen snow (rather than just a picture) 
and is a great reminder of God’s 
gracious forgiveness. 

New Intern...Melissa StoneNew Intern...Melissa StoneNew Intern...Melissa Stone   

Thabiso with his crazy smile! 

Moeletsi  

Thandi, Masello and Joey 

I first came to Bethesda in 2006 and thoroughly enjoyed my time here. I 
knew Bethesda was a place that I could see myself serving one day. I didn’t 
realize at the time how real that desire would one day be in my heart. 
Throughout the process of making the desire to come to Bethesda a reality, I 
was reminded again and again of God’s faithfulness in my life. If we are 
faithless, He will remain faithful, for he cannot deny Himself 2 Timothy 2:13 
(NIV). I am so thankful for this truth in God’s Word. I look forward to what 
God is going to teach me while I am here for my one-year internship. My 
main responsibilities include working in the office and helping with the teams 
that come to Bethesda. I also have the privilege of playing and spending 
time with the Bethesda children. 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Outreach Matters! Part 2Outreach Matters! Part 2Outreach Matters! Part 2   

God is Answering Prayer!God is Answering Prayer!God is Answering Prayer!   
Last month, we had a page with a list of various prayer requests and I can tell that many of you are praying!! God has 
been answering those prayers—particularly in the area of the salvation of some of our children!!  We are thankful to say 
that during this past month, we have had 3 young girls accept Christ as their Savior. Each of these girls has heard the 
gospel for many years, but God has worked in their lives to bring them to a point that they understand how sinful they 
are and how much they need Christ’s forgiveness. Nothing brings us more joy than to know that we have new sisters or 
brothers in Christ! Please pray as these girls are discipled that they will grow to become godly young ladies.   

Thank you for continuing to pray for the other children who do not yet know Christ as their Savior. 

 

Did you know...Did you know...Did you know...   

These are a sample of some of the comments we re-
ceive when people come to Bethesda to receive various 
kinds of training. 

 

As much as we would like to save every orphan in 
South Africa, we know that is not possible on our own.  
It is clear that we must help others so that together, 

we can make a difference in as many lives as possible. In our last article about out-
reach, we highlighted the training that we have given to our own staff while briefly 
mentioning other types of training that we have done for people who are not 
technically a part of Bethesda Outreach. In this article, we would like to highlight 
some of the other organizations or ministries who have benefitted from the training materials and experience that we 
have gained. 

 

Paul and Micky Prince are a couple who came to us wanting some help with starting their own child care ministry. We 
were able to supply some basic training which they have used as they have started their own children’s home called, 
The Fold. In the time since then, they have also been able to come to some of the monthly training sessions that we 
have held.   

 

Another ministry that we have helped recently is an organization called 
Kgothatsong. This group of people also has a heart for orphans and is in the 
process of opening a few child care homes. We have helped them in various 
ways from discussion contracts and policies and procedures to houseparent 
type of training.   

 

On several occasions, we have had people come and stay on our property 
from a week to a few months to learn as many aspects of running a child care village as possible so that they will be 
better prepared when they start their own. This gives them opportunity to put many of the training materials into con-
text and to interact with the children, the families, and the staff. There are so many things that need to be learned to 
do this type of ministry well so that even a two week training period is like taking a drink out of a fire hose. There’s a 
LOT to take in! 

 

One of our primary outreach ministries is 
Jabulane Christian Academy. We have 
over 50 students who come from the sur-
rounding community, many of whom are not 
saved. Daily, they hear the gospel and we 
take opportunities to speak to parents about not only the gospel; but, we have many 
opportunities to help them with academic, parenting and behavior problems that they 
are struggling to handle. We are thankful for these opportunities to reach out into the 
community in so many ways and we cherish your prayers as we seek to train others in 
this type of ministry. 

*That the Msiza family has had 8 consecutive weeks with chicken pox in their home? Every 
week for the past two months, a new family member comes down with chicken pox and 
most recently, even Jack was affected. We are REALLY hoping that the Msiza’s will soon 
all be healthy again!  I think if they never see any “spots” again, they’ll be OK with that!! 

“The training materials are 

invaluable and we can’t 

thank you enough for allow-

ing us to use it for our own 

operation.”   

“We have been so encour-
aged by being here and 
getting this training.”   

Child care and admin staff from Kgothatsong 



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

 
Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Salzwedel 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
Johannah Malapile 
Mary Mojolwane 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 
Erens Mahlangu 
Thalitha Musehane 
Susan O’Conner 
 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00            61% raised so far! 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


