
From the Director 

“Sing to the LORD a new “Sing to the LORD a new “Sing to the LORD a new “Sing to the LORD a new 

song; Sing to the LORD, all song; Sing to the LORD, all song; Sing to the LORD, all song; Sing to the LORD, all 

the earth. Sing to the the earth. Sing to the the earth. Sing to the the earth. Sing to the 

LORD, bless His name; LORD, bless His name; LORD, bless His name; LORD, bless His name; 

Proclaim good tidings of His Proclaim good tidings of His Proclaim good tidings of His Proclaim good tidings of His 

salvation from day to day. Tell salvation from day to day. Tell salvation from day to day. Tell salvation from day to day. Tell 

of His glory among the of His glory among the of His glory among the of His glory among the 

nations, His wonderful deeds nations, His wonderful deeds nations, His wonderful deeds nations, His wonderful deeds 

among all the peoples. For among all the peoples. For among all the peoples. For among all the peoples. For 

great is the LORD, and great is the LORD, and great is the LORD, and great is the LORD, and 

greatly to be praised…”greatly to be praised…”greatly to be praised…”greatly to be praised…”    

    

----    Psalm 96:1Psalm 96:1Psalm 96:1Psalm 96:1----4a4a4a4a    

November 2012 

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

I am praising the Lord for the many blessings that God 
has allowed to happen throughout this month! Let me 
just name a few: 
 

• Lois and I were able to spend some time on a 
restful vacation thanks to some special friends who own 
a flat in Uvongo, south of Durban. The flat is on the 
Indian Ocean and God’s creation and beauty is all 
around us. 
• The safe and healthy arrival of George and 

Florah’s twins, Zoe (boy) and Zintle (girl). The children are so excited to have 
the babies home and the Sithole house seems to have a revolving door as 
everyone checks on the babies and mommy. 

• The progress being made for the finalization for the proclamation. 
• The relief in hearing that Lenah Phago was fine. She was rushed to the 

hospital with what was thought to be a heart issue, but thankfully, it was not 
a heart problem and all is fine. 

• Hearing from many who are praying and supporting Bethesda. 
• Steve, who has had a couple of very good days both at school and at home.  

I continue to pray for him as he struggles to accept who God is and what He 
has done in his life. 

• Junior still loves me! As I was walking back to the office, Junior, who was 
playing close to our house yells out, “I still love you, Papa John!” That brings 
me great joy! 

 

I could go on, but I think that you get the idea. We have so much to be thankful for; 
yet often in our busyness, we miss the blessings that are right under our noses. 
 

We will soon have a combined Thanksgiving/Christmas celebration with our 
Bethesda family. It will be a joyous time as we thank the Lord together of the 
awesome things that He has done throughout this year. A few days later, on the 5th 
of December, Lois and I will leave for the States to represent Bethesda in churches 
throughout December, January, and February. Please pray for us as we approach 
this busy schedule, that God will be glorified through our ministry in churches. 
 

Also, please pray with me that the Christmas Project focusing on education will be a 
huge success. I can’t wait to see what God is going to provide through many of you. 
 

For His glory alone, 
 
 
 

John, for the Bethesda team  

Bethesda Outreach 

•Masego’s birthday December 2 

•Ruth’s birthday December 4 

•Christinah’s birthday December 6 

•Jack Msiza’s birthday December 16 
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Raised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to Praise    

•Busi’s birthday December 16 

•Jack & Maria’s anniversary December 24 

•Pray for Junior—the December Child of the Month 

This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father,     
to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27    
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Bethesda Outreach Christmas Project Bethesda Outreach Christmas Project Bethesda Outreach Christmas Project Bethesda Outreach Christmas Project     
    

Goal:  $60,000/R500,000 for the Educational costs of our Bethesda childrenGoal:  $60,000/R500,000 for the Educational costs of our Bethesda childrenGoal:  $60,000/R500,000 for the Educational costs of our Bethesda childrenGoal:  $60,000/R500,000 for the Educational costs of our Bethesda children    
 

To fund the education of our Bethesda children, Bethesda pays approximately 

$60,000/R500,000 per year. In South Africa, It is generally true that you get what you 

pay for with regard to a quality education. Usually, the higher the fees, the better the 

quality the education. In SA, every parent pays tuition for their children’s schooling as 

well as for whatever form of transport they choose to use to get their children to 

school. Many children spend hours on taxi’s each day trying to get to high quality 

schools in town and often the transport ends up being more expensive than the actual 
school fees. Therefore, it was imperative that Bethesda establish Jabulane Christian 

Academy because of the poor quality of schools in our local area.   

Bethesda “parents” 35 children and therefore pays the entire educational costs for each of these children.   

Currently, Bethesda pays school fees in two ways:  

1.  We cover completely the costs for the Bethesda children from Grade R 

(Kindergarten) through Grade 7  who attend Jabulane Christian Academy. This 

includes all books, supplies, uniforms and anything else needed as part of their 

education. Thankfully we do not have to pay transport as the school is on our 

own property.  

Several years ago we opened JCA to the community to help offset the costs of the 

school with the offsite students paying fees. This also gave us the opportunity 

to share the Gospel more directly with children and families in the area. This 

year we have 58 community students, many of whom are also orphans who are being cared for by a grand-

parent, auntie, or caregivers. One of the greatest highlights is to see some of the children trust Jesus as their 

personal Savior and watch them change before our eyes.   

2. Secondly, we pay educational  and transport costs when the children go to high school.  In grade 8, the Bethesda 

children attend Prestige College, a nearby, high quality, private school. It is more expensive then the local government 

schools but the quality difference is more than worth the cost. We are so thankful that Prestige College continues to 

give us a good discount for the fees.    

In 2013, we anticipate that JCA will grow from our current figure of 85 students to 125 students. At 125 students, all 
classrooms will have will reached full capacity.  We really need another school building. Presently, we have 61% of the 

$200,000 needed for the construction and furnishings of the new building and we are looking forward to the day that we 

can start building. Just growing the school to 150 students will sustain all of the educational costs for the Bethesda 

school age children. This is one of our plans toward sustainability and outreach for the years to come. 

Will you consider helping Bethesda raise the $60,000/R500,000 that is needed to educate the children for 2013?  With 

the Board members taking the challenge to raise the first $10,000/R80,000, we still need $50,000/R420,000. We are 

looking for 400 donations of $150/R1200 or each to make our goal of $60,000/R500,000.  This goal is attainable with 

your help!  Please consider giving a gift for the education of a child or even a gift toward the construction of our needed 

school building.  Both are necessary.  

You Can Make a Difference!  You Can Make a Difference!  You Can Make a Difference!  You Can Make a Difference!      
 

To give, please use the online donation option on our website by going to www.bethesdaoutreach.org and  clicking on 

the pay portal link or you can send a check made out to BOMI and marked Christmas project.  Please mail to BOMI, Box 

2429, Elkhart, IN 46515-2429.  For South African donations, please take note of our banking details on the website. 

Any money raised over the $60,000.00 will go towards the construction of the new school building.Any money raised over the $60,000.00 will go towards the construction of the new school building.Any money raised over the $60,000.00 will go towards the construction of the new school building.Any money raised over the $60,000.00 will go towards the construction of the new school building.    
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Rudi van Jaarsveld, Village ManagerRudi van Jaarsveld, Village ManagerRudi van Jaarsveld, Village Manager   

Did you know that of the 24,793 public schools in South Africa… 

• 3544 schools have no electricity supply at all and 804 have an unreliable source 

• 2402 schools have no water at all and 2611 have an unreliable source 

• 913 schools have no toilet facilities at all and 11,450 schools still use pit-latrine 

toilets 

• 79% of the schools have no library at all and only 7% of the schools have a 

stocked library 

• 85% have no laboratory facilities at all and only 5% have a stocked labora-

tory 

• 77% are without any computer centers and only 10% have a stocked com-

puter center 

• 17% of the schools lack sporting facilities of any kind 

Each of these statistics have been taken from the September 28-

October 4, 2012 edition of The Mail & Guardian, one of South 

Africa’s newspapers.  To read the complete article and other arti-

cles relating to the state of South Africa’s education, go to http://

mg.co.za/section/education-schools/ and search for articles titled:  Rich 

school, poor school - the great divide persists  and 

other informative articles that can be found there. 

High Quality Education is Essential...just check out these statistics! 

Rudi has been a valued staff member at Bethesda for over two years but has recently been 
moved to a new position at Bethesda. He was originally hired to be the Business Manager 
because of his accounting/finance skills but is now grown into a new position called Village 
Manager. This position makes him primarily responsible for all of the day to day responsi-
bilities for running Bethesda. This means that not only is he overseeing finance and mainte-
nance but is also increasingly involved in the oversight of Child Care and our school, Jabu-

lane Christian Academy. It is a HUGE task and can be a bit over-
whelming at times but is an important one for Bethesda. As Be-
thesda expands, it is necessary to restructure people and job descriptions to allow Bethesda to con-
tinue to grow and be sustainable. He and John Mixon work together closely to make sure things are 
running smoothly and are being handled well.  

 

This shift in responsibilities also helps John and Lois Mixon as they are increasingly busy in represent-
ing Bethesda by visiting churches in the USA as well as staying in touch with the many people who are 
interested in Bethesda both in South Africa and in the USA. 
 

Rudi is married to Michelle (also an accountant) and they have two young daughters, Amy (7) and 
Kelly (4). They are active members of Central Baptist in Pretoria. 

“...I would like to say my Lord, bless this 
school and this school has teach me 
lots of things about you, my Lord...My 
favourite thing is to learn about God 
and learn my math and know my time-
table in my head. ..My favourite thing is 
to read the word of God, and another 
thing is I will always pray for this 
school…”            -Kgothatso 

Read what one 

of our grade 3 

students says 

about JCA (in her 

own words)—in 

English, her sec-

ond language. 
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Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!    

Recently, we had several churches who support Bethesda and some of its missionaries  
donate some very needy items! First Baptist Church in Perkasie, Pennsylvania has a group of 
faithful ladies who are skilled in quilt making. They have been systematically making quilts 
for each of our children and they are WOW beautiful! Thank you ladies!! 
 
We also have had two churches send or bring school supplies. First Baptist Church in Newark 
Valley, NY sent much needed supplies (again!) which we then added to another group of 
school supplies brought to us by Calvary Church in Valparaiso, Indiana. Some of our board 
members who go to Calvary Church saw God’s hand orchestrate circumstances to allow them to 
bring all the extra suitcases through each layover in more than one airport, and not be charged—
even though they had raised additional funds to pay for it. God was SO gracious!! So—as a result, 

there were extra funds that they could use to bless Bethesda even more 
and they went on a school supply shopping spree! Globes, posters, math, 
phonics, and reading helps were bought and our teachers received more 

teaching aids than they would  have 
dreamed they 
would be able 
to have before!  
 
THANK YOU!!     

that pizza is the new Thanksgiving dish?? Bethesda had planned to do a huge, 
traditional Thanksgiving meal for all of the  staff, houseparents and families as 
many have wondered what the American Thanksgiving is all about. However, the 
power supply company notified us that they were having a planned outage that 
day to upgrade and fix their systems on our particular pole. So...we compro-

mised with pizza and apple 
pie. It is such a blessing to be 
together and to spend time remembering and 
thanking the Lord for the many ways he has 
blessed all of us throughout this year. 

Did you know...
Did you know...
Did you know...   

OH!!  Did we mention the soccer goals? In some spare time af-
ter the board meetings, some of the Calvary church guys, along 
with some of our maintenance people, worked hard to weld 
together some soccer goals that are now a permanent fixture 
on our soccer field. They are used many times each day! Our 

children (and fathers!) are  
loving them! 



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

 
Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Salzwedel 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
Johannah Malapile 
Mary Mojolwane 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 
Erens Mahlangu 
Thalitha Musehane 
Susan O’Conner 
 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00            61% raised so far! 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


