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October 2012 

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

“Thank you” is a short phrase that is often 
said, but at times doesn’t carry the full 
message that I would like it to convey. As I 
write this letter, I am deeply moved by the 
generosity and faithfulness of you who help 
to support and pray for Bethesda Outreach 
Ministries. 

For 3 years we have worked and prayed to 
receive the 101 Certificate that would begin 
the final process for the Proclamation of the 

Village. We completed the road entrance requirement; we had the new 
house finished, furnished, and ready to open, but couldn’t open it as we were 
unable to receive the occupancy certificate. We needed more room in the 
school, yet couldn’t do anything about it until we received the signed 101 
Certificate. Yesterday, after a staff meeting with houseparents, I looked at 
my phone and read an email that had come in saying, “Your 101 Certificate 
is signed and ready for collection.”  What a glorious moment!  I excitedly 
went out into the room where the houseparents were gathered around talking 
before they left and I shared the happy news. We immediately stopped to 
thank and praise the One who is in total control of all things! We know that 
God’s timing is perfect! How grateful and truly excited we are as we can 
now watch the final steps the Proclamation requirements fall into place and 
be a witness to God’s hand in this ministry. 

Please take note of the special Christmas project that you can be involved in 
and I am praying that God will use many of you to help with this great need. 

The Lord is good and greatly to be praised. With these words on my heart, we - 
together with you – will continue to move forward in this amazing and 
awesome ministry that reaches those who are lost and dying without knowing 
Christ. I thank the Lord that we have the true message of Christ’s hope to 
share with the world. 

With great joy, 

 

John, for the Bethesda team 

Bethesda Outreach 

•Tsholofelo’s birthday November 7 

•Mabel’s birthday November 8 

•GMS’s birthday November 12 

•Petunia’s birthday November 22 
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Raised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to Praise    

•Lerato and Tumelo’s birthday November 26 

•Albert’s birthday November 27 

•Pray for Thabiso—the November Child of the Month 
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Bee on one of our  beautiful 
flowering bushes  



Annual General Board Meeting 2012Annual General Board Meeting 2012Annual General Board Meeting 2012   
Budgets proposed, reports put to paper, 
copy machine whirring, guest house 
cleaned, grocery items bought, game drive 
arranged...these are just a few of the many 
things that were organized for the week of 
the Bethesda and BOMI Annual General 
Board meetings. Although the Executive 
board meets more often, this once-a-year 
gathering of the entire board is very im-
portant for Bethesda as it sets the direction, reaffirms and revises previously set goals 
and discusses the important items of finance, budgets, personnel, and future planning.   
 

Our board is comprised of men from South Africa, Zambia and the USA so it is a real 
multi-cultural group with many different perspectives. These men are the board mem-
bers for Bethesda Outreach in South Africa as well as for the USA-based office of 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry International (BOMI). God has blessed Bethesda and 
BOMI with godly men who desire to see this ministry succeed for the glory of God.  
 

Several of the board members are fairly new but have jumped in and already proven 
to be real assets. Not only did the board members have 1 1/2 days of meetings, but they also were able to get to 

know our families better by sharing a meal with them one evening, enjoy-
ing a luncheon put on by the Grades 4-7, engaging in lots of informal con-
versation with the staff and families, and even enjoying a game drive. Two 
of our board members, along with their church, Calvary Church in Valpa-
raiso, brought several suitcases of school supplies, purchased additional 
classroom items when they arrived, and helped 
to build some new (and VERY needed) soccer 
goals for the children. What a blessing they are 
to us!   
 

One of the overall themes of the board mem-
bers was gratefulness to God as they reflected 
on how God had blessed Bethesda and 
brought us through a difficult year. As we look 

toward 2013, we are excited to see how the Lord will continue to provide for Bethesda in 
allowing us to hopefully open a new home and be able to take in additional children! We 
are also excited to begin working on some new ways to communicate with people and to 
share our passion for Bethesda with even more people. Please pray with us as we seek to 
grow in ways that will be true to our vision and mission, and be sustainable over the years.   
 

This is God’s ministry, and the board, staff, and families desire to please God in all that we 
do. We are grateful to you for your part in the Bethesda Ministry.  

For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Steve Longbrake discussing with 
Happy (Gr 7) the unique placemats 
made for the board luncheon 

Ed Dusard and Darrel Huff 

John Sloan, John Mixon and Charles de Kiewit  

Happy was happily serving 
Ruth Rising a bowl of fruit 

Konyana and Joey were very helpful! 

Maria and 
Bonolo seem 

pretty excited to 
try the cake they 
served to every-
one else!  
Mmmmmm!! 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Opening Day for KgothatsongOpening Day for KgothatsongOpening Day for Kgothatsong   
It has taken just about four years of planning, and a LOT of hard work 
but a new children’s home in Soshanguve has now opened its doors to 
taking in orphans. Kgothatsong Home for Children is another children’s 
home in the area that is committed to putting children in Christian 
homes. We are excited to see this happening as we have helped the 
people in this ministry several times over the last few years.  Most re-
cently, a group of ladies came for child care training. On Saturday,  
October 20th, John and Lois Mixon went to the opening celebration to 
encourage and rejoice with this fine group of people who share a pas-

sion for not only rescuing children but putting them in long term homes 
where they will learn the value of family and hear the gospel message 
of the good news every day.   

Right now, they have one large house that has been divided into two 
separate homes and one of them has been opened.  They have two 
children in this home and are hoping to open the second home in Janu-
ary. They have also started a garden which will not only provide food 
for the home but also give an opportunity to teach responsibility and 
life skills. We are so thankful to be a small part in helping with this min-
istry and hope to continue to be of help and encouragement to them.   

Matric HighlightsMatric HighlightsMatric Highlights   

Dedicating and honoring the child care workers 

Only a few weeks left!  Bethesda has 4 students who are in the midst of completing their matric (senior) year of high 
school:  Sipho, Lerato, Tumelo and Neo.  Recently, Lerato and Tumelo Mogoboya were honored for some academic 
achievements.  Tumelo was honored for Outstanding Performance in Setswana and Math Literacy and Lerato was 
honored for Outstanding Performance in Math Literacy. Starting this week, all of the matrics are writing the first of 
their 10+ exams. These are high pressure exams and how they do on these will determine if they will graduate. 
They need your prayers as they study and write these exams!  

MATRIC EXAM SCHEDULE 

Oct 24:  Computers Prac Exam  Nov 12:  Life Sciences (pt 2) 

Oct 31: Computer Theory Exam  Nov 14:  Business Studies 

Nov 2:  Math (pt 1) exam  Nov 20:  Tourism Exam 

Nov 5:  Math (pt 2) exam  Nov 22:  Setswana (pt 2) 

Nov 6:  Setswana (pt 1)  Nov 26:  English (pt 3) 

Nov 8:  English (pt 2)   Nov 27:  Setswana (pt 3) 

Nov 9:  Life Sciences (pt 1)  Nov 27:  Hospitality 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

ANSWER TO PRAYER! ANSWER TO PRAYER! ANSWER TO PRAYER!                      101 CERTIFICATE OBTAINED!101 CERTIFICATE OBTAINED!101 CERTIFICATE OBTAINED!    

Praying and Looking for a Few More StudentsPraying and Looking for a Few More StudentsPraying and Looking for a Few More Students   
The statistics regarding some areas of South African public school education 
are very discouraging and  highlight again the great need for high quality 
education. Did you know that as of the middle of October, 2012, there is a 
province in South Africa that has still not had textbooks delivered to many 
of their public schools? That means those students and teachers have not had 
textbooks or workbooks for the entire school year (as the year finishes in 
early December). Many students are suffering greatly as a result! 

In anticipation of the 2013 school year, we are looking to expand Jabulane 
Christian Academy as this is one of the ways that Bethesda helps to be sus-
tainable. It is also one of our major areas of outreach and we have seen much fruit from this over the years from 

seeing children saved, counseling parents, watching families be 
strengthened, and children making great strides in their aca-
demics.  

Currently, our school has about 85 students and Lord willing, we 
would like to grow that number to 125 in the 2013 school year. 
To do this we will need to make some additional classroom 
space available and plans are being made for that. We would 
ask that you pray that God will bring us the right parents, stu-
dents and teachers for our school for next year. Good teachers 
are key to providing quality education. We are excited to see 
all that God will do in the next few weeks and months. 

This is a BIG deal!  For almost 3 years Bethesda has been working and working to obtain this certificate which is the final 
document needed to have Bethesda “proclaimed.” This does not mean that Bethesda Village has been “proclaimed” yet, 
but it says that we have turned in all the necessary documentation and can now apply for the Proclamation. For years now, 
you’ve heard us ask you to pray for the Proclamation of the Village and God is granting this step of that request. Many of 
you were involved in praying and giving toward the road entrance project which was part of this as well. Your faithful 
prayers for us and our prayers together are being answered in God’s perfect timing! This document will now pave the way 
for us to be able to get the occupancy certificate for the new children’s home that was built and ready to go almost 2 
years ago and allow us to expand the school by constructing a new classroom building. There is still more potential red 
tape in our future but we are rejoicing and praising the Lord for His goodness to us for this HUGE step toward the final 
goal.  THANK YOU for continuing to pray for us!! 

Christmas Project for 2012Christmas Project for 2012Christmas Project for 2012Christmas Project for 2012    

 

Goal:  $60,000 for the Educational Costs for Bethesda Children 

Our Bethesda board has taken up the challenge to raise the first $10,000.  Please 
begin praying now how YOU can be involved in this 

special Christmas project! 

 

 

More details soon... 



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

 
Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Salzwedel 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
Johannah Malapile 
Mary Mojolwane 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 
Erens Mahlangu 
Thalitha Musehane 
Susan O’Conner 
 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00            61% raised so far! 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


