
July 22nd, no time to look at the house 

today, but did get an email with some 
photos. If the house is at all decent, it 

might be “the one”. Another day ends 

in prayer about housing situation. We 

know God is going to work it all out, 
but still aren't sure exactly what He is 

doing through it.  

July 23rd, we go to look at the house 

with our friends, Rachel and Allie. H 
and I both like it, but realize it’s not 

for everyone. It’s REALLY in the bush! 

The price is great, the house is old, 

but has a LOT of character. One of 
those old houses that you can tell has 

quite a story to the family who built it. 

The one major concern, there is a  

peacock who lives on the property and 
likes to make his home in the tree in 

the middle of our backyard. I’m not 

sure if the dogs will kill it or if it will 

kill me of fright when it makes it’s 
crazy noise at the front door when I 

walk out in the mornings. We talk to a 

few people to see if they would have 

concerns about us living in the area 
for security reasons and no one  

objects. H and I write an email with 

our concerns before we go to bed but 

also say that we are pretty sure we 
would like to sign a lease agreement 

for the year. 

July 24th, We took Ruth to see the 

house and we signed a lease on our 
new home. Moving day was set for 

August 4th.  

Volume 5, Issue 3 

22 August 2012 

The rest of this is kind of the stream of 

thought/journal of what H and I went 
through between the 19th and 24th.  

July 20th, we looked at a house in the 

area that we wanted to live, but it was 

not what we were looking for 
space/ministry wise and it definitely 

would have required getting rid of our 

dogs therefore, after much prayer,  

discussion and thought,  it was a “no”.  

July 21st, our friends Rachel and Allie 
went with us to look at another house 

...seemed a bit out of our price range, 

but if it was the right house and with 

sharing travel expenses with friends  
living close by, we should be able to 

make it work. The house was NOT in an 

area that we feel comfortable living in 

for security reasons and it wasn’t well 
cared for, therefore another “no”. We 

made a lot of phone calls today but got 

a lot of “that house is rented”. Ended 
the day slightly discouraged about 

houses where we were hoping to move. 

We took some time to pray and decide 

to see if there was ANYTHING closer to 
Bethesda. We looked around online 

again and actually found a house that is 

on a plot in the game reserve that we 

were interested in looking at. Maybe 
we’d go Sunday or Monday to see it. 

The rent is much lower than we were 

paying and the add says it has a pool 

and an in-ground trampoline. It might 
be too good to be true. Prayed about it 

some more and then headed to bed. 

The following is an email dated 

July 19th-  

Heather and I received notice today that 
our current housing arrangements are 
going to be unavailable as of the end of 
next month. This was quite a shock to 
both Heather and I when we received the 
news this evening. We first off would like 
to ask for your prayers for wisdom in han-
dling the situation. Secondly, that we 
would be a good testimony to the 
unsaved owners of the house even 
through the unexpected change. Third, 
we were wondering if any of you have 
heard about any housing availabilities 
that might suit our living arrangement. 
We are currently looking for a 3 bedroom 
house preferably close to the Waverley 
area so that we will be able to deter the 
cost increase in rent by sharing transport 
or would also be content with some-
where in the Pretoria East area that 
would give us decent highway access. 
We need to have a garden of some kind 
in order to accommodate our canine 
situation ☺. Oh yea…did I mention we would 

really appreciate being able to have pets ☺ 

(Ranger, Sophie & Addie would appreci-
ate it too). 

We have looked at several website listings 
of houses tonight and are hoping to even 
view some of the perspective houses this 
weekend, but thought it would be good 
to see if anyone out there had and 
“connections” or leads for us already. 

We are trusting God to provide just the 
right place in the perfect time and are 
looking forward to seeing how He works 
this out. If the Lord provides the right 
place there is distinct possibility we could 
go from not knowing we were moving at 
all to being completely moved in less than 
20 days…wow! Only God could orches-
trate that! 

Thanks for your prayers and any assis-
tance you may be able to give! 

God’s Amazing Grace 
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A Note from the teacher’s Desk 



Special GuestsSpecial GuestsSpecial GuestsSpecial Guests    As many of you may already know, I had the wonderful  
blessing of having my mom, grandma Pam, and brother join 
me here  at Bethesda for about two and a half weeks. Though 
they came originally with the intention of helping out with a 
team that was supposed to be here during their visit, they were 
able to assist around Bethesda in many other ways. We had a 
wonderful time together though the visit seemed all too short!  

• Mike teaching some of my students 
how to do glass etching.  

• Mom teaching Prudence how to use 
the sewing machine. 

• A rhino we saw on our Kruger trip. 

• Grandma helping her friend Junior 
roll out some cookie dough.  

• Mom, Mike & I at Kruger Park. 

• Grandma & I at a gorgeous 
waterfall near Kruger.  

• All the pajamas that were 
made at Bethesda during their 
visit. 

• Grandma baking with the Shik-
wambane children. 

• A baby elephant on our Kruger 
trip 



It has become more and more evident over the last couple of months that my monthly 
support is very low. On average I am around 80% of my monthly need, but that means 
that I am about $800/ month short of what should be coming in and out of my account. 
This has a couple of different meanings that I am in the process of working through with 
my sending church, but it boils down to make cuts or gain support. Right now gaining 
support hasn’t been going well so I am trying to find places where I can cut down on min-
istry expenses (things I buy for school use, for the children, and ministering with the fami-
lies). This isn’t an area I like to cut, but it’s there or my salary and right now my salary is al-
ready low comparatively.  

There are a few things I am being pro-active in to try and eliminate this problem that I 
would like you to pray about and hold me accountable to. 1– I have contacted 2 new 
churches to see if they would be interested in partnering with me in this ministry. Pray 
that they may be open to this. 2– I have noticed that since I have reduced the number of 
updates that go out from my side, my support has declined as well. I am recommitting to 
getting more updates out so my supporters are aware of any needs that may be coming 
up and to assist those that may need “reminding” to send in my monthly support to BOMI, 
Inc. 3- I am working ahead to try and schedule opportunities to share my ministry with 
churches, individuals and businesses during my next visit to the States which is scheduled 
for next summer (June/July). If you know of anyone who would be interested in being 
added to my support team, please encourage them to contact me or just give me a heads 
up and I will contact them.  

Some have asked me in the past, how did I go from being at 100% (or at least thinking I 
was) in 2010 to being so far under-supported now. Has my support need increased? No, 
my required support has actually gone down a bit since I was with EBM. The truth is that 
there were a few people in 2010 that promised to support me for a certain amount and 
then never took action on it for whatever reasons. Also, I have at least 11 different indi-
viduals or businesses who have stopped supporting me for various reasons of which I  am 
unaware.   

Many of you have been extremely faithful with your giving and I am not asking you to do 
more. I am simply asking, would you please pray for my support and that God would 
show a way to cut the $500-700 dollar deficit in my support income.  

Support NEEDED!Support NEEDED!Support NEEDED!Support NEEDED!    



On the way home! 
 UPCOMING EVENTS 

Continuing Education @ Be-
thesda for house parents & 
community members 

9/15 

Old Visa expires, but thank-
fully I have a new one that’s 
good for 4 and a half years! 

9/17 

Heritage Day (SA Public Holi-
day)- No School 

9/24 

Last Day of Term 3– 1/2 Day of 
school 

9/28 

Baby shower for a friend from 
church 

9/29 

Yet another baby shower! 10/6 

Dad’s Birthday! 10/7 

Term 4 Begins! 10/8 

Bethesda Board Meetings 10/10-
10/14 

Grade 6 Standardized Testing 10/11 

Continuing Education for 
Bethesda Parents & Commu-
nity Guests 

10/17 

Requests: 

• That God would soften the hearts of our students. 
• We are still in need of staffing at school. Pray for God to raise up people to step in.  
• Pray that Heather and I would build relationships with our new neighbors and that we 

would be a good testimony to each of them. 
• Support needs would be met and new churches would be interested in  

partnering with me.  
Thanksgivings: 

• Great visit with my mom, grandma, and brother. 
• The Sithole family (one of our Bethesda families) is expecting twins in late October or 

early November. 
• The Mixons have returned from their long stay in the States.  
• I have been informed by my sister that I will be an “auntie” again early next year.  
• I have been granted a 4 and a half year work permit for South Africa.  

Good bye, Daffodil 

Our new backyard! Doesn’t the Soul look at home! 

Our new barbecue 

The pool will be ready soon. 

The perfect place for 
our hammock! 

The kids are gonna love the  
trampoline 

Welcome Home! 

Our new adopted pet  
peacock...he came with the  

territory 


