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Dear Friends, 

Lois and I arrived safely back in South Africa and it was 
great to be greeted and welcomed back by the staff 
and children at Bethesda. It is difficult to be away from 
all of them though the need for it is great. The ministry  
in the States to churches and individuals was a blessing 
and we are praying that was an effective help to them 
and that it will also show much fruit. 

3 John 4 says, “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the 
truth.” Upon our return, It was a joy to hear that one of our children trusted Jesus as his 
Lord and Savior. Tumelo realized the need for Jesus to take his sin away and did not 
want to go another day without the help and assurance of having Christ in his life. I am 
rejoicing in this and I am sure that you will as well.  Tumelo will soon finish high school 
and take the matric exams. He has applied to Tshwane University of Technology to 
study Film and Television Production. We are praying that he will be accepted and that 
he will do well in university. More importantly, Tumelo has now experienced God’s 
transforming power in his life and we pray that as he goes to university that he will 
mirror God’s amazing grace in his life so others will also come to know true salvation 
through Jesus Christ. Please pray with us for him and 3 other children who will all 
complete high school this year. 

Throughout Scripture, God reveals His tender heart of compassion, justice, and provision 
for the orphan. His promises on their behalf are powerful as He is a Father to the 
fatherless and their strong defender and provider. We believe that each child who 
comes to live at Bethesda can only find hope through a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. That is where our ministry begins. It is from this starting point that our ministry 
seeks to help an orphan experience the love, protection, and care that God intends and 
will provide through many just like you who are His extended family – the local church. 

Let me close by saying what Paul expressed to the church in Corinth following a 
generous gift from those believers, “This service that you perform is not only supplying the 
needs of God’s people but is overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because 
of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God…”  We see this 
happening today at Bethesda.  The financial support that you provide is allowing 
children who have come from lives of destitution and hopelessness to have an 
opportunity to know Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. Thank you so much for 
what you are doing! We pray that God is richly blessing you, as He is blessing our 
children and families through your faithful and sacrificial gifts. 

For the Bethesda team, 

 

John P. Mixon 

Bethesda Outreach 

•Sipho’s birthday September 3 

•Neo Maema’s birthday September 9 
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Raised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to Praise    

•Matjeni’s Anniversary September 21 

•Mary Letswalo’s Birthday birthday September 29 

•Pray for Sipho—the September Child of the Month 

This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father,     
to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27    



Introducing….Fritz and Masello ShikwambaneIntroducing….Fritz and Masello ShikwambaneIntroducing….Fritz and Masello Shikwambane   
Fritz and Masello Shikwambane are one of our original Houseparent couples at Bethesda 
Outreach. They both keep a very busy schedule as Fritz is also the pastor of a church in the 
community. Before they knew each other, Fritz and Masello would go to Christian Youth 
Conferences each year in the various cities where they were held. One year, when the con-
ference was held in Port Elizabeth, Fritz was beginning to look for a life-long partner 
(Masello clarified that by saying that he was “on the hunt for a wife”). Fritz watched 
Masello for a long time before he actually approached her. In 1989, after Fritz spoke to 

Masello, they dated for a year before he asked her to become his wife. 
After she agreed, both Fritz and Masello’s parents came together to 
negotiate for the Lobola. In their culture, the Lobola (sometimes trans-
lated “bride price”) is one of the ways that Fritz shows his commitment and seri-
ousness toward Masello. The price is negotiated in terms of cows—either real cows or the equivalent 
price of cows. While neither Fritz nor Masello could remember how many cows 
were negotiated, there was at least one actual cow that became part of the 
wedding feast on the day they were married. They were married on April 11, 
1992. 
 

If we can back up a few years, Fritz was working in the town of Mamelodi 
where he was living in a hostel during the week and then returning to the Ham-
manskraal area during the weekends where his family lived. While in the hostel, 
a friend invited him to a service where he heard the gospel, understood it and 

accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. Prior to this, 
he had read his Bible and had even taken some distance 
learning Bible courses but did not understand all that he had been reading. 
Masello was saved when she was 14 years old while attending Sunday school at 
the Baptist church in their town. Masello was attracted to the Christians that she’d 
met as they were clean, didn’t drink or smoke and lived a good lifestyle. She 
wanted to be like them and through their testimony, she heard the gospel and 
eventually accepted the Lord.   
 

Fritz and Masello have gone through hard times but those difficult times have 
drawn them closer to each other and to God. They have learned that God is always faithful and has a plan for their lives. 
Shortly after losing his job, Fritz and Masello had to sell their home and move back to the Hammanskraal area to live with 

family until God provided some work. They had some friends named Jones and Lenah Phago who 
had recently become acquainted with Bethesda Outreach and God used that contact and their 
hard circumstances to bring them to Bethesda!  We are SO thankful for how God worked that out!  
 

In the Shikwambane home, there are 4 girls and 4 boys. One of the greatest challenges in their 
home is when children first arrive as there is usually a difficult adjustment period. Normally, the 
children have just come from a tragic situation and it is hard for the children to accept so many 
big changes.  One of the greatest joys in their home is when one of the children accepts Christ as 
their personal Savior and at present,  most of the children in their home have professed to know 
Christ. Three goals that Fritz and Masello have for their family is that they and the children grow 
spiritually; second, that the children finish their school-

ing; and third, that the children live for Christ when they leave Bethesda. 
 

A passage of Scripture that is helpful to Masello is Ephesians 6:10ff. This pas-
sage helps her know how to handle difficult times by putting on the armor of 
God and she wants to fight those battles well. Fritz likes 2 Timothy 1-2 as Paul, 
who is in a difficult situation, does not complain but rather encourages his 
brother, Timothy, to endure well. Paul did not ask God to make his life easy but 
rather gave him the strength to minister well in spite of the challenges.   
 

Both Fritz and Masello are thankful for the training they have received at Be-
thesda as that has helped them to minister effectively to their family. They are 
also thankful for the training they have received through seminary as well as 
the counseling courses they took together. They want you to know that they love each other dearly as well as the children, 
whom they take to be as their own. They appreciate your prayers for them as they endeavor to continue to impact the chil-
dren that God has put into their lives. 

For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Fritz and Masello 

Steven, Lawrence, Tumelo, Gomolemo, Fritz, Masello,  

Prudence, Lerato, Joey, and Maria 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Pray Without CeasingPray Without CeasingPray Without Ceasing   
We are so thankful for your faithful and continued prayers. Prayer helps keep us dependant on our all-powerful, gracious and 
wise God. We often have challenges whether it is in making good decisions or helping children to see the areas of their life that 
need to change. We desire more than anything to bring the perfect wisdom of Scripture to bear on not only our own lives, but 
on the lives of the children that God has entrusted to us. We need God’s wisdom to accomplish that and we need your continued 
prayers.  

 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and  

without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith without any doubting…”   

-James 1:5,6a 

You can pray specifically for… 

 

Houseparents: 

1. To continue to grow in their knowledge and love for the Lord 

2. To have strong marriages and be great examples to their children 

3. To have the wisdom, physical health and strength they need to run their homes well 

4. Florah Sithole as she is due to have baby twins in late October 

 

Children: 

1. To come to know the Lord 

2. To develop a desire to obey and please God more than anything else 

3. To be diligent in all that they do at home and at school 

 

Finances: 

1. To use the generous and faithful gifts that God provides in a wise and excellent way 

2. That God will continue to supply new donors 

3. That God will supply all that is required for the new school building that is needed 

 

School: 

1. God will strengthen and encourage the teachers that we currently have 

2. God will bring in the new teachers and students that we need for 2013 

 

General: 

1. That the Proclamation of the Village will come through (we’re getting closer!) 

2. We will have wisdom as we make plans for 2013 

3. That the missionaries who are raising support to come to Bethesda will be able 
to come very soon 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

*That there are two couples who are raising support to come to Bethesda as full-time, long-term mission-
aries?  Andrew and Kate Dodd and Eric and Amy Anderson are currently raising support. Bethesda needs 
these couples to come to Bethesda as soon as God allows as we are in need of additional help on a per-
manent basis. Please pray with us that God will bring in their needed support very, VERY soon! 

Outreach Matters!Outreach Matters!Outreach Matters!   

Out and About on the Bethesda PropertyOut and About on the Bethesda PropertyOut and About on the Bethesda Property   
Earlier this week, several of our upper primary age children were found under the lapa together doing a Bible 

study. What an encouragement to see children who desire to know the Lord better! 
 

Today the houseparent mothers meet together to strengthen, encourage and pray one another and for their        
husbands and children.  

 

We’ve had several children with chicken pox and mumps recently but everyone’s recovering now (Shew!) 
 

We’ve had a steady water supply for several months now and we are SO grateful for this! 

 

Did you know...Did you know...Did you know...   

One of the major components of Bethesda Outreach is the “outreach” part 
of our name. We know that as a village, we cannot reach or help all of the 
children who are in desperate need so it is important that we help to iden-
tify and train others who are then able to help orphan children. We do that 
by training the people who work at Bethesda but also by offering work-
shops and training to others, whether that be school parents, local church 
members, or other individuals or organizations who wish to do orphan care. 
 

Over the years, we have developed various 
training materials that help us teach others. When a new houseparent comes to Be-
thesda, they go through two weeks of intensive training to give them the initial mate-
rial and resources that they will need to know and use while they are in the homes. 
We have a Houseparent Training Manual that covers everything from cleaning the 
home, basic theology and Bible lessons, to First Aid training. Once this initial training 
has been completed, the houseparents are ready to begin putting all that information 
into practice in their homes. Because It is not possible to absorb everything needed in 
two weeks of training, we have ongoing monthly training that helps to encourage the 

parents and reinforce what they have initially learned. We also do specialized teaching on a variety of different 
topics. These monthly workshops are also open to our community school parents as well as the many local churches 
in the area.  
 
Some of the various areas of training that have been developed over the years involve materials on child rearing, 
strong biblical marriages, family worship, discipline in the home, financial planning and management, time manage-
ment, classroom discipline and management, creative playing with your children, family and orphan care confer-
ence, and many others.   

 

Because we are a “training” type of organiza-
tion, virtually everyone who comes to Bethesda 
for any type of work is given orientation or more 
extensive training in their particular area. People 
are more effective in how they minister when ex-
pectations are clearly taught. Our core values 
and our vision statement direct our outreach and 
training. Pray with us as we develop these mate-
rials and that we will be effective teachers! 



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

 
Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Young 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
Johannah Malapile 
Mary Mojolwane 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 
Erens Mahlangu 
Thalitha Musehane 
Susan O’Conner 
 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00            61% raised so far! 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


