
From the Director 

 
 

“Only conduct yourselves  
in a manner worthy of the  

gospel of Christ;  
so that whether I come or 
remain absent, I may  

hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit,  
with one mind striving 
together for the faith  

of the gospel. 
 

-Philippians 1:27 

July 2012 

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

How does one convey thankfulness?  
Often as I am writing letters to you, I 
am overwhelmed with emotion and lack 
the words to convey just how much you 
mean to all of us at Bethesda. One year 
ago, we were faced with a desperate 
situation where we called on you for 
help and you overwhelmingly stepped up to assist us in our time of need. 
Again, as I attempt to articulate our gratefulness for what God has done 
for us throughout this year, I am at a loss to express all that we would like 
to say. Right now, all I can say is that God has provided through you, more 
than we could ever ask or think. To God be the glory!! 

During the past couple of months, Lois and I have been traveling 
throughout the U.S. We have met many of you and given updates of the 
needs as well as what God is doing at Bethesda. Please pray that God 
will impress on churches and the hearts of individuals with whom we have 
come into contact that they will be willing to help provide toward the 
ongoing needs of Bethesda. We know that God is faithful and will supply 
every need. 

We firmly believe that the only answer to the AIDS pandemic is a changed 
life through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. We are thankful that 
many of our children have trusted Christ as their Savior. However, there 
are many more in the villages surrounding us who need to hear about 
Jesus. The task is daunting, but our God is powerful. God is never surprised 
by anything that happens, nor is He lacking the power to solve any 
problem. 
 

We are thankful for your partnership in the gospel!  Thank you for your 
gifts that both help a missionary personally or help to keep this ministry 
going. We love this ministry and all that God is doing in the lives of the 
children at Bethesda. By His grace we trust that Bethesda will continue to 
be an effective tool and light that will spread the Gospel throughout South 
Africa. 
  For His glory alone, 

 

Bethesda Outreach 

•Prudence and Maria’s birthday August 4 

•Konyana’s  birthday August 9 

•Rudolph’s birthday August 14 

•Dipuo’s birthday  August 18 
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Raised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to Praise    

•Pienkie’s birthday August 20 

•Siyabonga’s birthday August 22 

•Jack’s birthday  August 26 

•Pray for Masego—the August Child of the Month 

This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father,     
to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27    



Short Term TeacherShort Term TeacherShort Term Teacher———Tom JonkerTom JonkerTom Jonker   

Introducing….The Msiza FamilyIntroducing….The Msiza FamilyIntroducing….The Msiza Family   
“He is always smiling!” “He is such a hard worker!” “She is so friendly and she made me feel right 
at home!”  These are just a few of the comments that we get from visitors who get to know Jack 
and Maria Msiza. While many of you have heard their names, or met them personally, we 
wanted to give you a little more of the ‘inside’ information on this special couple so you could get 
to know them a bit better and know how to pray for them.   

 

In 1996, Jack saw Maria for the first time at a party and was quite im-
pressed with her. It was 5-6 years before they actually started dating and 
even then, it was mostly done by phone. Eventually, they decided it was time 
to actually meet and in 2002, they met for the first time (as apparently 
Maria hadn’t noticed Jack at the party back in 1996) and on December 
24th, 2004, Jack and Maria got married. Neither of them knew the Lord or 
had heard the gospel clearly to this point in their lives. One of the men from a 
local church invited them to visit the church and Jack began to attend Grace Fel-
lowship faithfully. Jack heard the gospel and God worked in his heart to under-
stand his need for salvation and he was saved in 2005. Maria was unable to go 

to church for over a year as she was working at a job that required her to work every Sunday; but, 
after Maria was able to come to church, she heard and understood the gospel and was saved about a 
year later. Both were baptized on 19 October, 2008. Since that time, they have grown so much and 
love the Lord with all their hearts. In fact, when you ask Jack what is most encouraging to him about the 
Scriptures, he says, “knowing that I was a great sinner and now I am saved!”  Both Jack and Maria 

love Ephesians 5:1-2; Colossians 3:23 and Proverbs 14:1-9. 
 

One of the unique facts about Jack and Maria that drew them to one another was 
that both of them wanted to adopt children and make them part of their family. 
Adoption is not a common or easily accepted idea in their culture so they really stood among their 
extended family and friends. Maria has always loved the idea of twins and while God has not given 
them twins, He has given them 9 precious children (6 boys and 3 girls) to love and raise! The children 
in their home are Alfred, Moeletsi, Rudy, Siyabonga, Albert, Primabeth, Gontse, Pienkie and Thando. 
Jack and Maria originally heard about Bethesda through one of the pastor’s at their church and then 
heard more about it from John Mixon, the director of Bethesda.  
 

One of the greatest challenges in their home (and most homes) is disciplining the children in the sense 
of knowing how and what biblical concepts to teach before sinful incidents happen and then knowing 

how to handle incidents when they do happen! Jack and Maria have one major goal in 
their home: that they and their children 
will grow to be disciples of Christ. They 
seek to help the children achieve this 
goal by teaching and living out the truths 
of God’s Word. What is very helpful to 
them is having godly people around who 
pray for them and who  encourage and 
support them in this process. Thank you 
for praying for them!  I know that they 
appreciate all of your faithful prayers! 

Our Grade 3 students have an interim teacher for Term 3. Mr. Tom Jonker, an experienced teacher from 
Dansville, Indiana, has graciously made himself available for the next 10+ weeks to fill in for our normal 
teacher who is currently finishing up some schooling of her own. Mr. Jonker has been to Bethesda before with 
his church so he is somewhat familiar with the children and families. Teaching school and learning a new edu-
cational system in a very short time will be a new experience for him but he clearly has a tender heart toward 
children and loves to help them learn. He is ready for the challenge and working hard to make a good impact on these young 

lives in the time that God has given to him. Many of the children remember him from when he taught 
them how to play chess the last time he was here, so they are looking forward to improving even more 
this time. Many, many thanks to Tom for his generosity and expertise to all of us here and I know he will 
appreciate your prayers as God gives him many ministry opportunities over the next few months. 

For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Jack and Maria 

Maria and Pienkie 

Gontse and Jack 

Jack setting a back fire  



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Outtakes from the Bethesda Picture FilesOuttakes from the Bethesda Picture FilesOuttakes from the Bethesda Picture Files   
Anyone who has ever been part of a family knows that when it comes to children and pictures, there are usually about 10 
wacky pictures to every 1 that is usable for a formal publication. And, like all families, our children pull faces and do crazy 
things in front of the camera—especially when there are teams and visitors around!. We don’t always show that side of our  
children and families but just so you know that it is there, we wanted to show you a few of our more interesting photos.  I’m 
pretty sure that you could come up with some great captions for some of these pictures!   

Albert and Mike 

Amo 

Junior...loves chocolate cake! 

Gift...deep in thought 

Bridget 

Lethabo and Bridget 

Thando 

Tsholofelo 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

More Outtakes from the Bethesda Picture FilesMore Outtakes from the Bethesda Picture FilesMore Outtakes from the Bethesda Picture Files   
 

CHEEEEESE 

Sherry and Thabiso Aren’t they just LOVELY 

Uh... 

Do NOT try this at home! 

Thandi 

Lawrence 

Maria 

Thabiso 

Phago children fooling around during a photo shoot 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

*That we have had to purchase surge protectors for every oven, washing machine and tumble dryer be-
cause the electricity snaps on and off so often (many times in a week and sometimes many times in a day!). 
It has damaged some of our machines so this is one way we can help reduce the costs of maintenance and 
extend the life of the major appliances in our homes. 

So So So THAT’S THAT’S THAT’S What it’s Like to Visit Bethesda!What it’s Like to Visit Bethesda!What it’s Like to Visit Bethesda!   

Basics about BethesdaBasics about BethesdaBasics about Bethesda   
Bethesda Outreach has many facets to it in that it does outreach into the community, has a school and does child care.  In the 
village itself, it is made up of 6 families. Five of these families live on the 43 hectare (106 acre) property in Hammanskraal 
and one family lives in Soshanguve (about 30 minutes away). We have a total of 42 children living on the property (not in-
cluding the Sithole twins due in November) and 6 children living off property. We have 6 godly, married couples who dedi-
cate themselves to caring for these children each day. We have a school on property with 7 teachers, 8 grades and 85 chil-
dren. We have 7 administrative staff and 5 maintenance staff (some of whom are also house fathers). We appreciate your 
continued prayers and support of this vital ministry! 

 

Did you know...Did you know...Did you know...   

We are SO blessed by the many wonderful teams and visitors that God brings to  
Bethesda each year. As often as we send out pictures and try to describe what life is 
like at Bethesda, there is nothing like actually coming and spending some time with the 
families, staff, and children!  Here are some of the comments from various interns, visi-
tors and team members who have visited.  How about you?? Will you be our next visi-
tor or intern?  We would love to talk to you about it! For more information you can go 
to our website, www.bethesdaoutreach.org or you can write to jmixon@boi.org to 
request information on a team or internship.   
 
 

“Hello! My name is Kristina and I was a 
member of the Lee University team 

(2012). I just wanted to thank you for 
letting us be a part of your incredible 

ministry. I went to Bethesda to love and 
serve people, but I never expected to 
receive so much from them. I was in-

credibly blessed during our stay. Since 
being back in the states, there hasn’t 

been a day that’s gone by that I havn’t 
missed the people at Bethesda. I would 

LOVE to be able to go back…” 

“Oh how I love the kids and all the staff at Bethesda. Growing “Oh how I love the kids and all the staff at Bethesda. Growing “Oh how I love the kids and all the staff at Bethesda. Growing “Oh how I love the kids and all the staff at Bethesda. Growing 

closer to God, sharing time with the kids, and serving in any way closer to God, sharing time with the kids, and serving in any way closer to God, sharing time with the kids, and serving in any way closer to God, sharing time with the kids, and serving in any way 

possible are all things that filled my (1 year) stay at Bethesda.  I possible are all things that filled my (1 year) stay at Bethesda.  I possible are all things that filled my (1 year) stay at Bethesda.  I possible are all things that filled my (1 year) stay at Bethesda.  I 

loved my time in South Africa, and feel like I left family behind loved my time in South Africa, and feel like I left family behind loved my time in South Africa, and feel like I left family behind loved my time in South Africa, and feel like I left family behind 

when I came back to the States.”            when I came back to the States.”            when I came back to the States.”            when I came back to the States.”            ----Sherry (2011/2012)Sherry (2011/2012)Sherry (2011/2012)Sherry (2011/2012)    

“...Bethesda is a very special 
place. Its never been so hard 
to leave a place in my life. 
Whether or not I ever step 

foot on those grounds again, 
the people forever have a 

place in my heart. I will never 
be the same. Love you guys. 

Praying often!” 

 -Grace (2012) 

“I must say I left a part of my heart in South Africa 

after I spent the summer at Bethesda. I traveled to 

Bethesda in 2006 to help out with the school and 

assist ministry teams that came through the summer 

before my senior year of college...Through my oppor-

tunities to work with the Bethesda children, God 

built my confidence and assurance of the skills He 

had gifted me with...My trip to Bethesda opened my 

eyes to see a new part of His creation and His 

church. It grew my love for teaching and since the 

trip I’ve shared my pictures and the story of my jour-

ney to help teach in an African classroom with each 

class of students I have taught here in America.”              

-Rachel 



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

 
Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
Shann De Smidt 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Young 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
Johannah Malapile 
Mary Mojolwane 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 
Erens Mahlangu 
Thalitha Musehane 
Susan O’Conner 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


