
and many others about hospitality. 

1– it can be planned, but it doesn’t 

always have to be. God plans the 

best opportunities anyway :). 2– it’s 

good to prepare and make sure that 

things are ready for your guests to 

be able to enjoy their time, but they 

don’t have to be perfect and they 

especially should NOT come at the 

expense of relating to, encouraging, 

building up and sharing Christ’s 

work in you with our guests.  

I am so thankful for all that God is 

teaching me in the line of Romans 

12:13 “Share with God’s people who 

are in need. Practice hospitality.” 

Who wants to give me my next pro-

gress report/test? The guest house 

currently has vacancies. :) 
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ples of hospitality being displayed and 

addressed throughout the Old and 

New Testaments.  

When Heather and I were blessed 

with the house that we are currently 

sharing and then again when were 

given an extension to our lease on our 

home, we made a commitment that as 

long as God allowed us to stay in the 

house, we would be devoted to using 

the house to serve and bless others. 

Until recently those acts of service 

have been mostly in the short term, 

i.e. having people for day visits or 

meals or occasionally a weekend 

guest. In the last 5 months our house 

has been a regular boarding 

house/on-and-off guest house.  

The difficult part of hospitality and 

the part that really takes a lot of prac-

tice is finding a balance. How much is 

too much and sacrifices stewardship 

of body, quiet time, finances, etc.? In 

studying God’s Word I see the exam-

ple of Mary & Martha in Luke 10. I see 

a few different things in this passage 

“Offer hospitality to one another 

without grumbling. Each one 

should use whatever gift he has 

received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God’s grace in its 

various forms. If anyone speaks, 

he should do it as one speaking 

the very words of God. If anyone 

serves, he should do it with the 

strength God provides, so in all 

things God may be praised 

through Jesus Christ...”~ 1 Peter 

4:9-12 

A major request that I have 

prayed about over the last num-

ber of years is that God would 

develop in me a heart for hospi-

tality. I get great enjoyment out 

of serving and hosting others of 

all ages and serving at Bethesda 

is a great place to practice be-

cause we have such a great num-

ber of visitors coming in and out. 

As I have studied Scripture about 

this area, there are many exam-
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Pictures Bottom to Top– Heather & I with our 
Easter weekend guests, Lesego (11 months), 
Dipuo (5 years), Bridget (6 years), and Tsholo (17 
months); all of these ladies stayed in our house at 
the same time for 5 days. This photo is from our 
day trip to Hartebeesport Market & Pilanesberg. 
Pictured here are Heather, Gabby, Gabby’s mom-
Diane, Emily, Gayle, Janell, me, and Emily & 
Janell’s professor– Ginny; Long-term house 
guest– Gabby, with Heather and me at Carnivore 
Restaurant.  
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http://www.bethesdaoutreach.org
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Grade 7 Leaders 

Hi I am Keabetswe Mabuza and I am 11 years old. I am going to tell you about my trip to 
Konka Leadership Camp. I will be telling you all the fun activities we did at camp and what 

they taught us about leadership. I hope you enjoy my story.    

   Not everyone in my class got to go to the camp, our teachers chose students who show 
leadership. My teacher chose Tshegofatso, Alfred, Lebo, and me to go to the camp, be-

cause we show leadership at school. My teacher (Miss Small) told us what to bring for camp and 
what not to bring. She also told us that we were going to go to camp on the 22

nd
 of March 2011 an 

we will be returning on the 24
th

of March 2012 . My friends and I were so excited about going to 

camp! 

On March 22nd all who were going to camp had their bags ready. We stayed at school until break 
time. At break time we loaded our bags on the car;. Before we left my friends and I said ‘bye-bye’ to 

all our classmates and all our teachers. After saying bye, we started our journey to Rustenburg. 

While we were traveling on the road we saw many things like, ostriches, airplanes, new places, 
mountains, and wild animals. We lost interest in watching fun things. We ate all our snacks, because 

we were hungry. We started making jokes to cheer us up. 

We finally got to Konka Camp we saw many children at the camp. My teacher told us to unload our 
bags from the car and put them in the stack of bags so we did as our teacher told us to. Then the 
director of the camp came and he gave us magazines and told us to show him a picture of what we 

want to be when we grow up. I chose to be a professional runner. 

At three o’clock the facilitators came and took us to our rooms. As soon as we got to our rooms we 

put our bags on our beds. We also took a look around our bed rooms. 

After room allocation the facilitators spilt all of the campers into 5 equal groups. I was in group 4 as 
well as my camp friend Riley. Our 1

st
 activity was zip wire. The zip wire was going across a dam. I 

was the 2
nd

 one to go on the zip wire. I wasn’t as scared as the other children because I had been 

on a zip wire. I enjoyed going down the zip wire and I loved the great view. 

After all the campers went down the fun zip wire, the facilitators told us to go to the cafeteria. We 
waited while the lunch ladies to finish preparing the food. As soon as they were finished we all 
formed a line to get our food. After we  got our food, we all started eating. Most of my friends en-

joyed the food and I did too.  

When everyone was finished eating lunch, the facilitators told us that it was break and we could go 
to the tuck shop or go play soccer. My pals and I went to the tuck shop and bought some snacks. 

Then Alfred and I went to play soccer with the other campers. 

When we were done with break time, we went back to the cafeteria and ate our dinner. We did the 
same procedure for dinner as we did for lunch. After eating dinner all the campers were told to go 
to their rooms and wear dark because we were going to play stalk the lantern. Stalk the Lantern is a 
game where you go into the forest and you have to find a hidden lantern and if you got caught by 

the facilitator, you must go twenty steps back. Alfred and I won, but we got many thorns. 

After playing the fun game, we went back to the cafeteria. The director came and we watched a 

movie called “The Ultimate Gift”. After watching the movie we went to bed.  

On each day, we did the same eating procedure and the same morning and afternoon procedure. 
On Friday we played a fame called “Long Walk to Freedom”. On the game, we had to go on thin 
ropes, and some of the ropes were cut and your team had to work together to join the ropes and 
get  to the end first. At night time, we played a God music rap game. On the game your team had to 

write a God rap song. When we were finished playing we went to bed and slept.  

Keabetswe & Lebo 

watching the zip wire 

Alfred attempting to 
break out of “Jail”. 

Lebo on the “Long 
Walk to Freedom”. 

JCA Grade 7s at our 
discussion group.  

Tshegofatso on her 
“Long Walk to Freedom”. 



Purdue Team Re-visited 

We had another great group of Purdue FCA members come to minister and encourage at Be-
thesda this year. It always amazes me the amount of activities, work, and encouragement 
Marty and his groups can cram into just under a week of being here. This year was a little bit 
different from years past in that the team was not completely guys this year. With more than 
just guys coming on the trip, I was able to receive an extra blessing and bit of encouragement 
from the fact that Marty’s wife, Brenda, also joined the team. Brenda was one of my Bible 
study leaders while I was at Purdue and is now someone I consider to be a very good friend. It 
was a great week of catching up as well as hard work. The team was able to take in some of 
the local ministries, go to Carnivore restaurant, go on a game drive, and conduct a sport’s day 

for the school children as well as get some maintenance work done around the property.  

1– Brenda & I at Carnivore Restaurant. 
2– Kurt & I– Ranger’s two favorite humans! 

3– Marty & I enjoying the question and answer time be-
tween the students and the team members. 

4– Kurt, Renske & Jessica with the grade R football players. 
5– Thando in her Purdue Women’s Basketball t-shirt, doesn’t 

she look ready to suit up for the Lady Boilers? 
6– The Purdue FCA Team with the JCA students.  

The day I got saved was a happy day for many people and God. It was a nor-

mal day for everyone at school. It was math time and I was sitting in my seat at 

school. Miss Small came in the class to teach, then I asked myself what I was 

going to do today because I knew I planned something to tell my math 

teacher. Finally I got the answer. I said, “Miss Small” and she did not hear me 

the first time so I called her again. She said, “Yes, but can you wait, because I 

am still telling the grade fours what they are going to do today.” I waited and 

she got done and she said kindly to me as usual, “What’s up? What do you 

want to talk about?” I said to her I would like to get saved and she said “What 

did you say?” so I said it again. Then she asked me if I was really ready to say that I wanted to turn 

from my sins and I said yes ma’am. Then she asked when I thought of the plan that I wanted to get 

saved and what made you say you want to get saved? I told her it was at night  and that I thought 

of all my sins and wanted to get rid of them. Then she said ok, let’s pray and then we prayed together. Miss Small 

called Miss Rumley and she said tell Miss Rumley your great news. Then I told her I got saved and both Miss Small and 

Miss Rumley started to cry. Miss Rumley hugged me and said, “Do you know how long we have been praying for 

you!” Miss Small said I made a party in heaven! Miss Small said we should call my dad and let him know. She asked if 

we must tell dad that I had been naughty and he needed to come for a chat and I said yes, let’s do that. After a few 

minutes, Dad came to the back room at school and asked what the problem was. Miss Small told me to tell Dad and 

then I told him that I was saved and he hugged me and was so happy. Dad said we would make a party at home and 

then he left. Next I told my brother, Alfred my good news. Then I went and told Papa John & Mama Lois and they 

were happy too. When I told the older class about my good news, everybody was happy and smiling. After school 

Miss Small asked if I had a Bible and I said no so she said she would get me one. That night my dad called me a 

“brother in Christ” as a nickname That day I learned a lot and I am thankful! 

Rudy’s story...The day I got Saved 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 



For over a year now, I have been praying about when the 

right time would be to replace my aging car. I had both de-

cided long ago that if at all possible, I would NOT 

want to take a loan out for a car because the deprecia-

tion and the danger of being in debt when you do 

know if your salary will be available when it is time to 

pay the loan. In order to be the best steward I could 

be, it would be best just to save towards the replace-

ment of my car and cut back spending in any other 

areas I could to add to the savings amount each 

month.  

The need became even more urgent when my car had 

a major break down back in February and it was a 

time of prayer about whether it might be necessary to go back on the commitment I 

had made and find a way to take a loan and pay for the car. I wrote a letter to a few of 

my friends asking for advice and prayer about what they 

thought the best course of action would be. Within a matter of 

hours after receiving that email, my incredibly generous church 

family came together and were able to bless me with an incredi-

ble gift that covered almost the entire about needed to purchase 

the car that Heather and I had researched and believed would 

be a great ministry car for us. Within a few short days we were 

able to find a car with the exact specifications that we wanted, 

that was nearly new, and was an extremely great price. The most 

exciting part of the entire adventure was not bring home a new 

car, even though it was extremely fun, but was being able to 

share with the children in my class what God had done through 

His people and telling them that their faithful prayers for their 

teacher’s car had been answered. What a blessing to see 

“Jehoveh-Jirah” (The Lord Our Provider) in action! 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 

Term 2 Begins @ JCA 4/10 

Ntando Sithole’s 2nd Birthday 4/11 

ACSI Early Education  

Conferene-Hosted by JCA 

Bridget’s 6th Birthday 

4/13 

Student Teachers Depart 4/20 

Lesego’s 1st Birthday 4/21 

Glenhaven Retirement Village 

Visit to Bethesda 

4/25 

Freedom Day– No School 4/27 

Grace Fellowship Event @ 

Bethesda 

4/28 

Worker’s Day– No School 

Hayley Costas Departs 

5/1 

May Lee Team Arrives 5/7 

Sherry Departs 5/10 

Mother’s Day 5/13 

Alyssa & Abby Arrive 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

5/14, 

15,16 

JCA Casual Day 5/18 

May Lee Team Departs 5/19 

FBBC & BBC Team Arrives 5/24 

Requests: 

 Patience and wisdom for administrators as they continue to look for the 

right person to fill the vacant teaching positions at our school. 

 The Mixons as Lois is in the States with her family after losing her sister 

to cancer and John is here in  South Africa. 

 Pray that Heather’s and my re-entry to full classroom teaching would go 

smoothly for our students as our student teachers wrap up their time and 

head back to the States.  

Thanksgivings: 

 Rudolph’s salvation! 

 Great visit with the Purdue team and the Dittmars. 
 The provision and blessing of a new car. 
 Wonderful prayer and financial supporters who God uses to meet my 

needs here in SA.  
 Several opportunities to use our home for fellowshipping with and  

blessing others. 

Soul Story 


