
From the Director 

“One generation shall praise 
Thy works to another, and 

shall declare Thy  
mighty acts. 

 
On the glorious splendor of 
Thy majesty, and on Thy 

wonderful works,  
I will meditate. 

 
And men shall speak of the 
power of Thine awesome 

acts; and I will tell  
of Thy greatness. 

 
Psalm 145:4-6 

May 2012 

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 
 

It is hard to believe that it is almost June 
already.  Half of the year is passed and 
lots of exciting things are taking place at 
Bethesda. You will be able to read about 
some of them in this update. 

Yesterday, we had a large team arrive.  John Jackson, a professor at 
Baptist Bible College and Seminary, is leading the team in conjunction 
with Brenda Hendrickson from Faith Baptist Bible College. We look 
forward to their time here and can’t wait to see what God does through 
them and in their lives as they minister at Bethesda. 

Lois and I are traveling in the States presenting Bethesda to whomever 
wants to hear. I say that somewhat jokingly, but we definitely enjoy 
sharing how God is blessing this ministry and what needs we have.  Last 
weekend we were in a ‘new to us’ church. It was wonderful to see their 
excitement about what God is doing at Bethesda and as a result, they 
are going to take Bethesda on for monthly support. That is real cause for 
rejoicing. 

Please continue to pray that while we are in the States, that the Bethesda 
team will remain strong as we have teams coming and going throughout 
the time when we are not there. When we are gone, it leaves a gap and 
there is already enough work to go around without adding more to 
everyone’s plate. 

Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel. God’s Word is being 
spread through the ministry of Bethesda and we continue to praise and 
thank God for the many opportunities that He gives us. 

Persevering with great joy, 

 

 

John, for the Bethesda team 

  

Bethesda Outreach 

•Thandiwe’s birthday June 1 

•Thembi’s birthday June 10 

•Gomolemo’s birthday June 13 

•Letswalo’sAnniversary June 13 
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*Another new face 

 

4 

Raised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to Praise    

•John Mixon , Lebo and Kgothatso’s birthday June 29 

•Mom’s prayer meeting every Wednesday morning 

•Pray for Shane—the June Child of the Month 
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Continuing Education with Dr. RobbinsContinuing Education with Dr. RobbinsContinuing Education with Dr. Robbins   

Easter Picnic with Grace FellowshipEaster Picnic with Grace FellowshipEaster Picnic with Grace Fellowship   
Around Easter this year, Grace Fellowship Church of Pretoria came out to Bethesda to do a  
picnic and outreach to our children and families. Marguerite and her husband, JD, arranged the 
activities for everyone. The children were organized into various teams and divided by color. 
Then each team was assigned a leader and given a lot of clues. Their job was to go all over the 
property and find various objects as part of a hunt. When each team had found the objects on 
their clue sheet, they came back to the lapa and put all of those items together. JD did an 
Easter lesson that emphasized the sacrifice of Christ on the cross for our sin and used the 
objects that had been collected to create a vivid illustration of what Easter really means! 
We never assume that just because our children hear the gospel often that they are all 
saved. In fact, many of our children are not saved, so we are constantly finding new ways 
to clearly teach them the gospel and we know that often God uses different people over 
the course of time to help our children understand His Word. 
 

Grace had also organized to bring non-perishable goods to our families which was very 
much appreciated. What we are most excited about is the relationships that have started to 
form with some of the church members and our families. This is the second time that people from 
Grace have come out as they also did a Christmas picnic with our children last December. We are 
so thankful for their input into the lives of our families and hope that they will come out and visit us 
again. 

About 8-10 times a year, Bethesda does Continuing Education (CE) workshops for our House Parents, 
local churches, our community friends, and school parents. This is done for training and outreach    
purposes. This past month, we did a CE on HIV/AIDS.  Our speaker for this was Dr Eric Robbins.  He 
has been married to his wife, Ross, for nearly forty years.  They have three married children and 
four grandchildren. He is a trained medical doctor with a specialty in community health. He served 
as a medical officer in a rural hospital, in an urban hospital as well as peripheral clinics with an  
emphasis on equipping primary health care nurses. He is also a trained pastor and currently serving as the assistant at Central 
Baptist Church in Pretoria.  

The topic of HIV/AIDS is especially relevant to our families and community as this is THE major reason that there is a need for a 
ministry like Bethesda.  Dr. Robbins framed his workshop by posing many different questions and answering them. He answered 
questions such as, “How long has HIV/AIDS been around and where does it from?” What is the treatment and is it dangerous to 
take ARV’s?”  and “How are babies and children affected by HIV/AIDS?” Dr. Robbins also spent a significant amount of time 
discussing the role of the church, Christians and Christian organizations in dealing with this pandemic. To finish off the workshop, 
he did a study on what the Bible says about topics such as sexuality, marriage, family, sin and the gospel in light of the problem 
of HIV/AIDS.   

We appreciate the willingness of Dr. Robbins to come and share what he has learned and studied over the years to help equip 
our parents and community about what God says about this devastating disease. We pray that God will use this training to  
better equip people to help others who are affected by this crisis. 

For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 
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Lee University TeamLee University TeamLee University Team   
Lee University—a Christian university in Tennessee, USA, arrived at Bethesda for a 
two week trip. This was their first trip to Bethesda but we hope it will not be their last. 
Eleven students and one leader came to pour themselves into our families and staff.  
They were able to get acquainted with the Hammanskraal area and see the devasta-
tion that HIV/AIDS has had both on the adults from the community as well as the chil-
dren who have been left behind. It was good for the team to see the many contrasts 
in South Africa with both devastating poverty and affluence so close together. The 
team fed orphans in the community and also worked at a hospice in Soshanguve with our satellite family, the Mat-
jeni’s. They arranged a Saturday fun day for the children at Bethesda, hosted a sports day for the school, taught in 
various chapels at school, hosted and cooked for the families and also went into the families homes for dinner. Their 
project was to repaint our palisade fence which is quite a tedious job with the sanding, priming and then painting of 
each little metal post. The fence looks great and will last for years to come. We are very thankful that God brought 
this group to Bethesda and we want to say thank you to Steve and each of the team members for coming!  We hope 
to welcome you back again soon!! 

The pictures are  of the 
LU sports day, outreach 
to community orphans, 
and  other fun activities 
that they were involved 
in while they were here! 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

*That Bethesda has not had a working landline since the beginning of March due to 500 meters of copper 
cabling being stolen during the night?  and *That Bethesda’s fence has been cut a few times due to thieves 
coming in to steal the electrical transformer boxes?  We appreciate your faithful prayers for us!! 

Look What God Supplied!Look What God Supplied!Look What God Supplied!   

StudentStudentStudent---Led Parent and Teacher Conferences….Really??!Led Parent and Teacher Conferences….Really??!Led Parent and Teacher Conferences….Really??!   

Another New Face at BethesdaAnother New Face at BethesdaAnother New Face at Bethesda   
Susan O’Connor is a sweet lady who has volunteered to come and join our staff for the rest of the school 
year as a volunteer teacher. She has been directed our way by a pastor friend of Bethesda who encour-
aged her to serve here. She has had many years of experience as a Grade R teacher and ran her own 
Grade R school for many years. She has a strong desire to give of herself for the benefit of others and we 
are so grateful for her help to Bethesda. She has several adult children (and grandchildren) who are living 
in South Africa, the UK and the USA so she has many places that she calls home. We look forward to get-
ting to know this special lady and trust we will be a blessing to her while she is here. 

           

Maturity is always a goal at Bethesda as well as in the classes at Jabulane Christian Academy. The teachers strive to build ma-
ture students through encouraging their responsibility, orderliness, and study skills. Additionally, as the students grow, we look  
for ways to encourage them to take responsibility for their own learning and achievement as a part of their growth toward        
maturity.  

This term, as a way to help students start to take that responsibility, the grade 4-7 students attended their Parent-Teacher     
conferences and actually lead most of the conferences. To prepare for this experience, the students prepared a portfolio with    
selections of their work this term, their term 1 grade report card, as well as a self-evaluation, and goals for improvement. The 
students enjoyed offering their parents tea and biscuits, greeting them and their teachers, and  
explaining how they were performing in school this year. The teachers and parents alike were very 
interested in their self-evaluations (which also included a teacher's evaluation on the same topics) 
and discussing how the child was viewing his or her own character development. Discussing the  
report cards was equally enlightening. Some students were even able to confess to their parents 
and teachers some areas where they had been sinning with regard to their school work and willing 
to be accountable to work toward replacing that sin with righteous behavior.  

Through the parents' and students' response to their conferences, it looks like it was a very benefi-
cial time for all and will be something we try again from time to time during the school year.  

Did you know...Did you know...Did you know...   

Recently, Sandy, a representative of ACSI, our school association, was visiting a Pretoria school 
and noticed a pile of desks. The school mentioned that they were looking to donate those to a 
school who needed them and Sandy immediately thought of Jabulane Christian Academy and 

gave us a call to find out if we still needed student desks. 
In the end, a organization called AROS not only gave us 
desks but knew of another school connected to them who 
was also replacing their desks and sent us to that school to 
collect desks and blackboards. We are SO grateful for 
the 100+ desks and many blackboards who have been donated to us. These desks 
would normally cost us just under $100 each so this is a great example of God sup-
plying our needs “exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think…” (Eph 
3:20). We are currently raising funds for a new classroom building and this will enable 
us to furnish this with much less cost!  Thank you so much for your generosity to        
Bethesda.  



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

 
Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
Shann De Smidt 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Young 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
Johannah Malapile 
Mary Mojolwane 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 
Erens Mahlangu 
Thalitha Musehane 
Susan O’Conner 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


