
From the Director 

“For Thou didst form my inward parts; 

Thou didst weave me in my mother’s 

womb. I will give thanks to Thee, for I 

am fearfully and wonderfully made;  

Wonderful are Thy works, and my soul 

knows it very well. 

My frame was not hidden from Thee, 

When I was made in secret, and 

skillfully wrought in the depths  

of the earth. 

Thine eyes have seen my unformed 

substance; and in Thy book they were 

all written, the days that were ordained 

for me, when as yet there was not  

one of them.” 

-Psalm 139:13-16 

March 2012 

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

Every day is an exciting day at Bethesda. 
There is often something new happening that 
adds to the excitement, even if it is a baby 
green mamba snake on the back stoop of our 
house. (Of course that brought some GREAT 
excitement around our house!) 

Last Saturday, we were thrilled to host some of the young adults from 
Central Baptist Church, that came to minister to our children and families at 
Bethesda. Sarah Young organized this event and some of the Central 
families joined us in praise and worship to our most worthy God. The children 
enjoyed the experience of handling some of the musical instruments and 
talking to the musicians about the instruments. Also, on that day we held our 
1st annual, ‘Bethesda’s Got Talent’ event. It was fun to see some of the talent 
that God has given to our children and families. It was so good to see how 
much the children and parents enjoy the fun-filled day. 

Our thanks and gratitude goes out to Fran and Don Stoffel. They have been 
a blessing at Bethesda! They came to help do whatever needs to be done to 
keep the ministry going. Don is both handy and knowledgeable about things 
that need to be fixed around the property and Fran has been invaluable in 
the school. Both Don and Fran love the children and pour themselves into the 
staff and children. This is their 3rd stay at Bethesda and as always, we are 
sad to see them leave to return to the States, but thankful when they return 
to Bethesda. 

As always, I want to sincerely thank you for your faithful support of 
Bethesda Outreach Ministries. I stand amazed at God’s provision over the 
past months and I want you to know the depth of gratitude I have for your 
involvement by partnering with us. Your prayers and gifts are vital toward 
the ongoing vision of Bethesda - to see disciples of Christ emerge from this 
place. May God bless each of you for your part in this ministry. 

  Persevering with great joy, 

 

  John Mixon for the Bethesda team    

Bethesda Outreach 

•Phago’s Anniversary April 8 

•Shikwambane’s Anniversary April 11 

•Nthando Sithole’s birthday April 11 

•Bridget Motau’s birthday April 13 
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Raised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to Praise    

•Lesego Motau’s birthday April 21  

•Jones Phago’s birthday April 28 

•Young ladies Bible Study every week 

•Mom’s prayer meeting every Wednesday morning 

This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father,     
to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27to visit orphans and widows in their distress…”  James 1:27    



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Student Teachers at Jabulane Christian AcademyStudent Teachers at Jabulane Christian AcademyStudent Teachers at Jabulane Christian Academy   

Who Needs a Telephone Line Anyway… (or power or water)Who Needs a Telephone Line Anyway… (or power or water)Who Needs a Telephone Line Anyway… (or power or water)   
 Recently, we endured the loud, pulsing drone of one of our generators outside of our office win-
dows as we attempted to power up our computers (and the coffee maker) so that we could get 
some work done. We also hooked up the other generator to the freezers in the Team Centre as we 
had a weeks worth of food for a team who was staying at Bethesda and we couldn’t afford to lose 
all of that due to a power loss.   
 

It is easy for us to take for granted the things that we always have but when your electricity, tele-
phone and your water supply are all gone at the same time—you appreciate them MUCH more! 
Bethesda often is without one or two of their basic services but it is not common to have all of them 
gone at the same time. We experienced that recently and it is quite a challenge! Bethesda normally 
struggles to get the needed amount of water on a regular basis from our municipal town supply 
and we are VERY thankful for the boreholes (wells) that we have that help to meet the water sup-
ply when the town water is not available. However, when the electricity is gone at the same time, 
we can’t run the pumps to get the water out of our wells to supply the homes so that hugely complicates things. Try 
bathing a family of 10 and doing laundry for everyone without water or electricity…. Its not so easy! We have also 
experienced cable theft in our area in that over 500 metres of copper telephone cable have been stolen in our area 
so we have been without working telephones for a couple of weeks which complicates business. We are very thankful 

that our internet and cell phones are working so that helps a lot! We are thankful 
that God is sovereign over all of these events and that He will help us deal with 
the inconveniences in a way that pleases Him. 

We are Emily and Janell from Faith Baptist Bible College in Ankeny, Iowa. We are doing our student 
(practicum) teaching here at Bethesda Outreach at Jabulane Christian Academy. We are able to 
work with the children in the 4th through 7th grade classes, and we are living in the team center so 
we are able to help with various events and even some child care outside of school. 

We have loved getting to know the families and visiting the surrounding 
churches. We have also been able to do some shopping and site seeing type 
of things as well. One of our favorite experiences has been listening to the chil-
dren sing, play, learn and praise God. We absolutely loved watching the “Bethesda's Got Talent” 
event this past weekend (You’ll hear more and see pictures of that in next month’s update!).  

We enjoyed being here when the Purdue team came. It was neat being with other people our age, 
working and serving as well as fellowshipping together.  

We have had our challenges at times. We still struggle with understanding the children. Language is 
such a huge part of our everyday lives, and when we don't understand their 
words or accent, it is a challenge. Culture is also different, but we have been able 
to learn a lot through the differences and pick up many new things. 

God has been teaching and stretching us in different ways through this experi-
ence and we are getting to know better how faithful He is and how great of a 
provider He is.   

Emily and Nthando 

On Wednesday, 14 March, Jabulane Christian Academy had a site evaluation visit from Umalusi—the quality assur-
ance body for independent schools. Ms Wilma Uys is an accomplished evaluator who led the Umalusi team through 
the process. She was joined by Faith Ramotlhale and Vijay Maharaj.  This was another step toward our accreditation. 
During the morning documents and due process were evaluated.  The evaluators selected grade 6 and 7 students to 
interview, and later in the day,  teachers were involved in two focus group discussions with the evaluators. Our stu-
dents were well prepared for the group interview as we had explained to them what Umalusi does and the part they 
play in establishing that private schools do what they should do, and assure good teaching and learning practice.  
Our students gave very good feedback to the evaluators, and we were glad to hear that they like being at JCA! The 
Umalusi team visited and evaluated our facilities as well.  We are glad to be able to reach this stage in the process 
of establishing our school. Overall, the day went well and we are thankful for your prayers! 

Umalusi Site VisitUmalusi Site VisitUmalusi Site Visit   

Janell with Mike 

Emily with Dipuo 

Our water tower...half 

empty or half full? 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Purdue TeamPurdue TeamPurdue Team———March 2012March 2012March 2012   
Team season arrived earlier this month with the group from Purdue University. Marty and 
Brenda Ditmar brought the team of 3 girls and 2 guys with them for a week.  Marty and 
Brenda are part of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) and Marty is the chaplain of 
all the sports teams at Purdue University.  He and Brenda have an incredible ministry there 
and have worked to give the gospel to many, many students over the years. 
 

Kurt, one of the guys on the team has been here before and when he got out of the van, 
our children swarmed him! He has made such an impression on them from previous years 
that they were anticipating his arrival back again this year.   
 

While the team was here, they helped out in the Matjeni’s hospice ministry in Soshanguve, they ran a sports day at 
the school, and the guys slashed the grass in front of our property and everyone worked at re-painting the burglar 
bars in one of our homes.  They worked very hard and have been such a blessing to all of us here! Thank you for 
coming Purdue and we are already anticipating you coming again next year! 

 

Recently, Janell, one of our student teachers opened up a science class with the Grade 4 students with a ques-
tion, “What do you know about the galaxy?”  One of our house parent children, GMS Sithole, frantic-

ally waved his hand.  “It has a touch screen!” he said excitedly!  Miss Rumley sitting in the 
back of the classroom, burst out laughing and exclaimed, “Not the Samsung Galaxy!”   

GMS Sithole 

Marty and Conner cracking 

themselves up! 

Jack, Kurt and Jones with their grass slashers Purdue leading the JCA assembly  

Letswalo’s with Purdue team members 

Kurt talking to the older students 

Kurt, Conner and a few of our children—

crazy comes naturally I think... 
Purdue team with our JCA students 

Marty and Brenda Ditmar 
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Don and Fran StoffelDon and Fran StoffelDon and Fran Stoffel   
Its not easy to condense all that Don and Fran Stoffel have meant to us at Bethesda in 
a short article. This is the second year in a row that Don and Fran have come as a cou-
ple to work at Bethesda for a few months at a time. They are from New York State 
and are part of First Baptist Church of Marilla and first came as part of a team. Each 
time, they come and give of themselves wholeheartedly in serving their Lord by help-

ing us in so many different areas. Fran has spent a large 
part of her days teaching the Grade 1 students in the 
school as we have yet to find a teacher for this group. She 
is an accomplished teacher who is adept at making learning fun. Her students have 
truly grown to love her. She has also helped to tutor students after school, and helped 
with craft days and watching children while the parents have been at various training 
workshops. Fran is very creative with the resources around her and has helped our 
parents and children see items in nature as objects that can be used to create works of 
art (see some of the pictures below). One day, she grouped the children by families 
and gave them everyday objects and asked them to work 
together to create something interesting. The results were 
so fun to see but more importantly, the children were 

learning to work together to achieve a common goal!   
 

Don is an accomplished handyman (among other things) which is a huge help at Be-
thesda. Don has helped to fix all of our cars, the combie, the 
trailer, replace counter tops, fix appliances, and in general, 
help fix many things that would otherwise be difficult or ex-
pensive to maintain. He has also preached in our house par-
ent’s churches, helped to organize a Talent show with Fran 
and one of our local churches, and been a general encouragement 
to our staff and children.   

 
We are reluctant to see them leave but we have enjoyed having 
them here for two months and hope that next time they can stay 
for three...or four! We want to say a loud “Thank you” to Don and 
Fran for your selfless work to all of us at Bethesda and we hope 
that you have been blessed and encouraged by all of us as well! 



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
Shann De Smidt 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Young 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


