
From the Director 

 
“Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break  

In and steal.   
 

But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust 

destroys, and where thieves 
do not break in or steal; 

 
For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.” 

 
-Matthew 6:19-21 

June 2012 

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

I know that children matter to you! If they 
didn’t, you wouldn’t be reading this letter. I 
am thankful for that, but even more, I am 
thankful that children matter to God.    

I have been challenged as I have been 
focusing in God’s Word about the ministry of prayer and how often my 
prayer life is not what it should be. Too often, we make excuses about not 
having enough time; but the fact is, it is a privilege to pray to our 
heavenly Father. I believe with all of my heart that God answers prayer.  
It was God’s answers to prayer that gave us the courage, faith, and 
perseverance to open the doors of Bethesda in 2001. Look at all that He 
has done throughout these years. To God be the glory! 

The commitment to prayer hasn’t changed. Today, individuals and groups 
around the globe regularly go to God with the needs of our children, our 
staff, and our ministries. Why?  Because we believe God answers prayer. 

Thank you for choosing to partner with us, as ordinary people from all 
walks of life who care about suffering children and want to do something 
to help. Your commitment to pray for me, our children, our staff, our 
families, our school, the outreach program, and our board is vital to the 
ongoing ministry of Bethesda.    

I hope that you will be challenged and encouraged as you pray and see 
God at work in this ministry. We need your continued prayers! We are 
needy and desire God’s best for our lives and the lives of each person at 
Bethesda.   

Together, let’s watch God at work as He changes the lives of children for 
His glory alone! Through that, God will be praised! 

  For His glory alone, 

 

  John, for the Bethesda team 

  

Bethesda Outreach 

•Primabeth Msiza’s birthday July 6 

•Shane’s birthday July 20 

•Amo’s birthday July 23 
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Raised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to Praise    

•Fritz’s birthday July 25 

•Mom’s prayer meeting every Wednesday morning 

•Pray for Neo—the July Child of the Month 
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Short Term Intern….Jan SmithersShort Term Intern….Jan SmithersShort Term Intern….Jan Smithers   

Introducing….The Kirby FamilyIntroducing….The Kirby FamilyIntroducing….The Kirby Family   
The Kirby family is staying with us at Bethesda for the next couple of 
months to learn all that they can about orphan care and all that goes 
into doing that well. They will be involved in every facet of the minis-
try and we’d like you to know a little bit about this family!   
 

Joel was raised in a Christian home and prayed with his father to 
accept Jesus Christ as his Savior when he was 5 years old. He at-
tended a Christian school K-12th grades, earned a Bachelor of Arts 
at a Christian college, and earned a Masters Degree in Public Policy. 
After school he became a business man and started an insurance 
agency which he has owned and operated for over 14 years. Joel's 
parents instilled in him the importance of faithfulness to the work of 
the Lord and serving Him through the local church. Joel has been actively serving in his local church for over 20 years in 
many different ways including - teaching, music, youth activities, soul-winning, outreach ministries, etc.   
 

Rachel was also raised in a Christian home. Her dad became the pastor of Katy Bible Church in Katy, Texas when Rachel 
was four years old. She realized her need to be saved during church one Sunday when she was only six, and she 
prayed and asked Jesus to save her later that day. Rachel went to a Christian college, where she graduated with a de-
gree in Business Education and this was where she met Joel. Joel and Rachel were married in 1995 and moved to New 
Hampshire. Rachel was able to teach in a Christian school, and has spent the last 14 years doing the bookkeeping for 
Joel's business. They have been serving the Lord in their local church, along with their four children, Allison, Peyton, Grant 
and Brynn. 
 

Joel and Rachel felt the Lord stirring them to become more involved in missions in 2009. It was at a short-term missions 
gathering that both Joel and Rachel felt the Lord working in their hearts to consider permanently serving on the mission 
field. In January of 2010, after seeking godly advice and much prayer, the Kirby's decided to serve as full time mission-
aries. The next step was to seek the Lord in finding where to serve! They were able to take a survey trip in September 
of 2010 to Johannesburg, South Africa with the purpose of exploring some possibilities for children's ministries with Tim 

& Michelle Cantrell. It was during this trip that the Lord stirred Joel & Rachel's hearts 
for the many, many orphans in that city. They visited Bethesda Outreach, along with 
a couple other orphan ministries, and became 
burdened to go to South Africa to evangelize 
youth by establishing a children's village for 
AIDS orphans in the Johannesburg area. They 
also plan to establish a Christian school where 
they can teach, evangelize and disciple chil-
dren.   
 

They spent Jan 2011 through May 2012 raising 
their support, and have just arrived on the field 
(June 7th)!  To learn more about the Kirby's min-
istry visit their Facebook page, Kirbys to South 
Africa.  

We have a wonderful young lady who is visiting us for the next 6 weeks named Jan. She came as 
part of the West Bridge team last year and loved it so much, she had a strong desire to come back 
and minister to the people and children at Bethesda for a longer period of time. She has raised both 
financial and prayer support for the time that she is here and she will be involved in tutoring both our 
Bethesda children as well as some of the community children. Jan is studying education at Ball State 
University and will be putting some of her skills to good use by helping many of our children with vari-
ous academic areas that they find difficult. It is often through the ministry of someone like this, that our children make real pro-
gress that would otherwise not happen in a larger group setting.  

We are thankful for Jan’s willingness to come and work quietly with small groups of children making a huge difference in their 
lives during the time that she is here.  If you are interested in doing a short term internship at Bethesda, please contact Lois 
Mixon at jmixon@boi.org who will begin the process with you. It’s a great opportunity to serve the Lord! 

For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Faith and BBC Team up at BethesdaFaith and BBC Team up at BethesdaFaith and BBC Team up at Bethesda   
For several years now, John Jackson, professor at Baptist Bible College, 
and Brenda Hendrickson, office administrator at Faith Baptist Bible Col-
lege, have teamed up to bring a group of students to South Africa. These 
students are passionate about ministry and serious about loving and serv-
ing the Lord! After spending time in Durban and Kokstad, this group came 
to Bethesda to spend about 9 days with our houseparents, staff and  
children. It is always such a blessing to hear the heartfelt responses of 
these students as they are touched by the many different families and children that they meet. One of the highlights 
for several returning team members was to go and see the progress on the new church building that they had been 
working on in 2011. Last year, they were cleaning bricks in an empty building and this 
year, they saw the finished building and already there are regular church services being 
held there with a good core group of believers! What an encouragement to them!! 
 

This team came ready to work hard at whatever they were given to do and the first item 
on their list was to burn a fire break around our property as well as burn other key areas 
for safety. They also dug ditches to lay irrigation around our house parent homes and in 
the garden; they painted all of the carports, and finished painting the burglar bars on the 
school windows (very tedious work!). Our biggest challenge was keeping them busy as 

they were excellent workers! They were able to eat meals in the 
families’ homes, host the families in the Team center, enjoy a day of sight-
seeing and play hours of soccer with the kids and any houseparent who 
dared join in! There was an epic SA vs. USA game and strangely enough, 
the USA prevailed this time. We’re still scratching our heads on the outcome 
of that one! :-) We are so thankful for the strong leadership of John and 
Brenda and are thankful for the group of students that they brought with 
them. We are already looking forward to their visit next year! 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

*That our phone line is now working! We are so thankful—it has taken over 3 months to get this line re-
paired and back in working order!  We also praise God for a fairly steady supply of water in recent 
months. Thank you for continuing to pray for these basic needs! 

I want to be a FIREMAN when I grow up!I want to be a FIREMAN when I grow up!I want to be a FIREMAN when I grow up!   

New Website and DonorNew Website and DonorNew Website and Donor---Managed Portal                    www.boi.orgManaged Portal                    www.boi.orgManaged Portal                    www.boi.org   
Bethesda has begun a new website for the main purpose of having a site which allows our USA supporters to be able to give 
online via our new Donor-Managed Pay Portal. This is a site in addition to our main webpage and is not a replacement for our 
normal website (www.bethesdaoutreach.org). You can use the Donor-Managed Pay Portal to give one time gifts, designate 
where that gift should go or you can set up a recurring payment if you so choose.  We do not have the ability to take credit 
card as the fees are high and we want to be good stewards of all that God gives to us. If you have any questions regarding 
how to set up an account or use the pay portal, please contact Andy Sommers at 574 807 0160 Ext.102#. 

 

Did you know...Did you know...Did you know...   

Some people may not realize that fire is a huge hazard 
in South Africa. Although most of the homes are built with 
brick, plaster, and cement, fires are fairly common—
especially this time of year as it is so dry. Every year, 
Bethesda burns a fire break around our property to help 
prevent the spread of a larger fire if one should start on 
or near our property. 
 
Recently, Bethesda had a fire truck along with the firefighters and 
police arrive at Bethesda to teach our children about fire safety. 

Needless to say, the truck, uniforms and the loud siren and horn were a big hit! The firemen taught the 
children what the emergency phone number was and what to do in case of a fire in a building. They let 
the children hold the fire hose and even sprayed the children who loved it in spite of it being a little chilly 
outside. The whole day seemed a little more realistic with a neighboring property that was currently burn-
ing (you’ll notice smoke in the distance on some of the pictures). 

Some of the kids got pretty wet when they sprayed 
them all! 

Stop!  Drop!  Roll! 



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

 
Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
Shann De Smidt 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Young 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
Johannah Malapile 
Mary Mojolwane 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 
Erens Mahlangu 
Thalitha Musehane 
Susan O’Conner 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


