
From the Director 

“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is 

our God, the LORD is one!  

And you shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and 

with all your might.  

And these words, which I am 
commanding you today, shall 
be on your heart; and you 

shall teach them diligently to 
your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your 

house and when you walk by 
the way and when you lie 

down and when you rise up. 

-Deuteronomy 6:4-7 

April 2012 

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

Since the beginning of school in January, we have 
been short of teachers and this has been difficult 
for our teachers and school administrator. I am so 
thankful that God strategically placed in our path 
several wonderful interns that stepped in and did a 
wonderful job filling in. Now, they are ready to 
leave and God supplied the need by giving us 2 
new teachers at just the right time. Over my lifetime, I have watched God do this 
over and over again. I am so glad that God is in control and knows what we need 
and when we need it. 

I am happy to report that progress is being made on the proclamation of the 
Bethesda Village.  It appears we have all the needed papers for the 101 Form that 
is needed to start the final process for the proclamation. Again, I have to remind 
myself that God’s timing is best. It has been a long process but we can give thanks to 
God as it looks as though we are nearing the finish line.  Please continue to pray that 
it will soon come to completion. 

Lois has been in the States since the end of March while I have remained in South 
Africa. Her sister Barbara was in need of someone to help care for her since her 
battle with cancer was becoming more difficult to handle alone. Although sad for us, 
Barb went to be with the Lord on April 12th which is a great blessing for her. Please 
continue to pray for Lois and her family as they work through the loss of their sister.  
Lois is now in Elkhart, IN catching up on some of the work that she was not able to 
get done when she was in New York at her sister’s. I will join her there on May 9th 
and we are looking forward to the day that we will be together. 

Please be in prayer as Lois and I will be traveling many miles to numerous churches 
in the States from early May through August 8th. It is always difficult for us to leave 
Bethesda, but it is necessary for us to keep Bethesda before people in the States so 
that they are aware of what is going on and how they can better help meet the 
needs of the ministry. 

I continue to be amazed at how God keeps on blessing Bethesda. Even though things 
are not always perfect and I wish we could do more, God uses us to do what He 
wills in this ministry. Thank you for your gifts and your prayers that sustain us day by 
day!    

For His glory alone, 

 

John   

Bethesda Outreach 

•Mamitjie Matjeni’s birthday May 7 

•Elvis Rahakgadi’s birthday May 16 

•Jessica Lazenby’s birthday May 17 

•Sithole’s Anniversary May 28 
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Raised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to PraiseRaised to Praise    

•Young ladies Bible Study every week 

•Mom’s prayer meeting every Wednesday morning 

•Pray for Bridget—the May Child of the Month 
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Saying Goodbye is Not as Fun as Hello!Saying Goodbye is Not as Fun as Hello!Saying Goodbye is Not as Fun as Hello!   

Bethesda’s Got Talent!Bethesda’s Got Talent!Bethesda’s Got Talent!   
The sounds of music and laughter were heard all over Hammanskraal on 
the afternoon and evening of March 24th as Bethesda hosted their first 
ever talent show along with people from Central Baptist Church in  
Pretoria. Central brought a group of young adults out for the dual pur-
pose of teaching our children and families some new songs, but also to 
give our children the opportunity to touch and play some of the instru-
ments that they’d brought along. Several members of the worship team came out and played songs and showed 
our families some of the ways they lead music in their church. In return, our children also taught them a number of 
songs that they do in their church so it was a fun and interesting cross-cultural experience for everyone. After the 
music, the worship team members spent time with individual children showing them the different kinds of guitars, 
drums, keyboard and instruments that some have never seen or touched up close before.   
 

To make the day complete, there was a “bring-n-braai” (BBQ) where everyone brought various meat and salads to 
share in a meal together. When the braai was finished, everyone stayed for the “Bethesda’s Got Talent” show held 
outside under the lapa. This was an opportunity for our children to both have a reason to develop as well as dis-
play some of the God-given abilities that they have. Many of our Bethesda children participated by singing indi-
vidually, in groups, or doing skits and other fun things. It was a fun evening and we hope to do something like this 
again next year! 

I had no idea when I committed to serve here for a year, what God had in store to teach me and how 
He was going to use me. This year has taught me so much about missions and full-time ministry. I've been 
able to learn and experience the incredible joy of serving and the struggles that go along with missions 
as well. My trust in God has been tested and seeing how He provides in the right time has been an 

amazing lesson to me. I've been able to co-lead a Bible study with some our teenage 
girls from Bethesda. These Friday afternoons have been the highlight of many of my 
weeks here. Growing in the Word with these young girls has been an encouragement to me and also a great 
learning experience. 

As I think back on this last year, there are many moments I'll never forget. Spending time with the kids has been 
my favorite memory! I've been able to step in as a relief houseparent and give the house moms a break from 8 
AM to 4PM. These days are filled with chores such as mopping and cleaning the house in the morning. I love 
making lunch for the kids and being there to help them with their homework and talk about their day at school. 

Helping to cook for the teams and running the school library are a couple other 
ways I've been able to help serve. I have lots of memories 
of baking with the kids, pushing them on the swings, and 
reading stories to them outside my flat. It's hard to think 
about leaving the family I've come to know here in South 
Africa. I've LOVED my time here at Bethesda. I can't be-
gin to express how much I've learned and grown while 
being an intern here for a year. 

For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Sherry with Hayley Costas 



For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Luncheon with Glen Haven FriendsLuncheon with Glen Haven FriendsLuncheon with Glen Haven Friends   
This past Wednesday was the day when a group of 19 men and women from the 
Glen Haven Retirement Centre arrived at Bethesda. For a long time, we have 
wanted to have this group of people come to Bethesda to visit and see all that God 
is doing here. The day started with a tour explaining how Bethesda works, showing 
them our facilities, and meeting many of the children and parents. They also visited 
the school and were treated to some songs prepared by the three youngest grades. 
Next, they enjoyed a lunch prepared by some of our staff and served by our older 
children. To finish off the day, we showed them a DVD that gave them a good over-
view of the entire ministry of Bethesda and introduced them to all of our children. We are always excited when we 
have a new opportunity to talk about Bethesda and how God is using this ministry to eternally impact the lives of our 
children.  

Masello and Lenah helped with the 

serving of lunch 
Grades R-2 sang a few songs Grade 7 served lunch to everyone 

New Faces at BethesdaNew Faces at BethesdaNew Faces at Bethesda   
We have been praying for many months that God would supply our needs for teachers at Jabu-
lane Christian Academy. We are so thankful to tell you that God has answered those prayers. 
We want to introduce you to our two teachers, Mr. Erens Mahlangu and Mrs. Thalitha Mosehane. 
Mr. Mahlangu is teaching our Grade 1 students and is a pastor in the area and married with sev-
eral adult children. He has also had many years experience as a school principal and in fact, in 
the early days of Bethesda, some of our teams used to go to his school for ministry events! We are 
excited to see how God will use his gentle leadership and experience as a teacher and a pastor 
to benefit the children in his care. Mrs. Mosehane has also had experience in teaching and tutoring 
before but will be assisting Shann de Smidt in working with the Grade R students. This is her first 
experience working in a Christian school setting and we are excited to see how God will use her 
at Bethesda.  

We have also recently hired two house parent assistants who are helping in when our house par-
ents have days off or go on annual leave. We have hired one on a full time basis and the other 
as a part time staff member. Their names are Johannah Malapile and Mary Mojolwane. We are 
excited to have some new additions to our staff.  

All of their orientation and training has now been completed so we would ask that you please 
pray with them that they will begin to develop deep relationships with the children and the staff 
and adjust to the new job and responsibilities quickly! 

Mr. Erens Mahlangu 

Mrs. Thalitha Mosehane 



           

For more information on serving at Bethesda go to www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Matric Students Graduating….Please PrayMatric Students Graduating….Please PrayMatric Students Graduating….Please Pray   
This issue of the Raised to Praise is introducing a lot of “firsts” at Bethesda—our 
first Talent Show, our first luncheon with Glen Haven, new staff, and now our first 
children to graduate from high school. We have four Bethesda students (including 
Neo who lives in our satellite home in Soshanguve) who are in their Matric (12th 
grade) year. This is a year that is filled with the pressure of final exams and the 
anticipation of the many changes that are just around the corner.   
 

Tumelo, Lerato, and Sipho live at Bethesda with the Shikwambane and Phago fami-
lies. These children started their academic lives at Bethesda in primary school at Jabulane Christian Academy and 

are finishing up at Prestige College. Tumelo is looking to apply for a theater and multi-
media type of program at Tshwane University of Technology. He has been very in-
volved in acting and public speaking and has discovered that it is something he loves 
to do. The courses that he has enjoyed the most are Dramatic Arts, Computer and Biol-
ogy. Tumelo has mixed emotions about being done with high school. It is a bit scary to 
think of all the changes and while he is glad he is almost done, he still has to focus on 
his studies and concentrate hard as his most serious exams are in June and November 
of this year. He is currently in the process of getting the application forms to apply at 
the Tshwane University of Technology. Please pray that he has great wisdom and dili-
gence as he makes decisions for his future but also as he strives to finish the year well. 
 

Lerato is Tumelo’s twin sister and she is also graduating this year. Her academic 
strength are in mathematics (she won a mathematics awards in 2011) but has also en-
joyed taking hospitality management, computer and English. She describes her last 
year of high school as “hectic” but “can’t wait for next year.” Lerato’s first choice for 
university study was hospitality management but after talking with others, she thought 
that nursing was a better decision for job opportunities and for her future. She has al-
ready applied to get into a nursing program but may have to wait until the end of July 
to know if she has been accepted. Please pray for Lerato that she will be accepted into 
this program and that God will provide all of the needed funds and housing necessary 
for her to study. 
 

Sipho’s first choice and dream for many years was to be a pilot but as he got older 
and got more information about all that was required, it turned out that he was not tall 
enough and that his height was going to be a problem for him to be accepted into the 
program. Thankfully, he was not discouraged but rather has looked at many other op-
tions. At present, he is looking into studying multimedia with the goal of being a radio 
presenter/announcer. He has interests in hosting a radio program or announcing infor-
mation and is so excited about the idea of being able to speak about God to people on 
the radio. He is also in the process of getting the forms to apply to the Tshwane Univer-
sity of Technology. Sipho describes his last year of high school as “lots of work and pres-
sure.”  He says that the grade 12 academics are not as difficult as other years but there 
is a lot of pressure to study all the material you have learned over the three years of 
high school for your exams. He is very excited to be finished. Please pray that Sipho will 
finish this year well and do well on his final exams.  

 

We would also ask that you pray for Bethesda as we assist in some of these changes 
and decisions but also for the parents they talk and pray with their children about 
their goals and university plans. This is another turning point when all that they have 
been learning in the homes about God and how pleasing Him needs to be their first 
priority will be challenged in a new way. Please pray that they are strong in their 
faith and will be committed to pleasing God with their lives. 

Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your eyes Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your eyes Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your eyes Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your eyes 

have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life…   have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life…   have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life…   have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life…   ----Deuteronomy 4:9Deuteronomy 4:9Deuteronomy 4:9Deuteronomy 4:9    



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

 
Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
Shann De Smidt 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Young 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
Johannah Malapile 
Mary Mojolwane 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 
Erens Mahlangu 
Thalitha Musehane 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


