
From the Director 

“...Blessed art Thou, O LORD God 

of Israel our father, forever and ever.  

Thine, O LORD, is the greatness 

and the power and the glory and the 

victory and the majesty, indeed 

everything that is in the heavens and 

the earth; Thine is the dominion, O 

LORD, and Thou dost exalt Thyself 

as head over all. Both riches and 

honor come from Thee, and Thou 

dost rule over all, and in Thy name 

is power and might; and it lies in Thy 

hand to make great and to 

strengthen everyone. Now therefore, 

our God, we thank Thee, and praise 

Thy glorious name.” 

-I Chronicles 29:10b-13 

February 2012 

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

During His earthly ministry, Jesus set an 
example for all of us in the way that He cared 
for children. “He took them up in His arms, laid 
His hands on them, and blessed them” (Mark 
10:16, NKJV). 

Bethesda follows Christ’s example by caring for needy orphans in South 
Africa who were in crisis situations by providing a biblical model of the 
family with a mother and a father. These parents seek to meet the emotional, 
physical, and spiritual needs of each child in their home. When a hurting 
child comes to Bethesda, they are shown love and discipline, and given food, 
clothing, shelter, medical care, quality education and most important of all, 
an opportunity to know Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. 

 I would like to highlight that we are able to reach outside of the Bethesda 
walls by working with local churches to help meet the many needs of the 
orphans that surround us. It is my desire that you understand that even 
though we are physically caring for 41 orphans right here at Bethesda, we 
also provide quality education for over 80 children in our school this year.  
This allows us to educate our Bethesda children but also offer quality 
Christian education for the local community. In addition, we work with 
churches in the Gauteng and surrounding area, to help them develop 
programs that reach out and minister to orphan children as well as the 
grannies that provide care for them. 

It is only through caring people like you, with your faithful prayers and 
financial support, that we can continue doing what we are doing. I am 
committed to continuing to present the gospel to those we come in contact 
with, to make disciples so that they in turn can make disciples of those with 
whom they come in contact. Thank you for showing Christ’s love by blessing 
the lives of these precious children who God loves so much. 

   For His glory alone, 

 
   

   John    

Bethesda Outreach 

•Mike’s birthday March 6 

•Peter’s birthday March 12 

•Rose’s birthday March 26 

•Maria Msiza’s birthday March 28  
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•Lenah Phago’s birthday March 30 

•Young ladies Bible Study every week 

•Mom’s prayer meeting every Wednesday morning 

•Pray for Mike—the March Child of the Month 
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Fritz and Masello….Fritz and Masello….Fritz and Masello….Graduates of the Grace School of Ministry  Counseling ProgramGraduates of the Grace School of Ministry  Counseling ProgramGraduates of the Grace School of Ministry  Counseling Program   

Zella and Kathy from Marilla, NYZella and Kathy from Marilla, NYZella and Kathy from Marilla, NY   
 We’ve had 2 amazing ladies who have been ministering at Bethesda 
for the last two weeks but they have packed more than a month of 
ministry into their time here! When they got on the plane, they were 
completely exhausted because these ladies have been BUSY!!  What a 
blessing they have been to our teachers, parents, staff and children. 
Most days, Kathy and Zella were in the classrooms helping out with 
teaching, tutoring individual children or grading the many papers that 
the children turned in each day. They also helped with a workshop on 

Hospitality that was given to our House Parents in one of their Continuing Education classes. 
Zella and Kathy go to First Baptist Church in Marilla, New York and this church sent a team 
here about two years ago. We have since appreciated the ongoing support from this church 
in the people that they have ‘loaned’ us to help us at Bethesda.   

 
We are also thankful to have Don and Fran Stoffel back (also from the 
same church) and they will be staying on for two months. They have already been such a help 
with Fran’s skills in teaching, helping, crafts, etc and Don’s excellent handyman skills!  They are 
making a real difference around here and we are very thankful for them. 

Recently, one of our house parent couples, Fritz and Masello Shikwambane, reached a milestone in their lives. They 
completed a two year program of study in Biblical Counseling through Grace Fellowship Church, a local church in 
the Pretoria area. This program involved 7-8 courses such as “Marriage and Family Counseling,” “Introduction to 
Biblical Counseling,” Christian Life Issues,” and other practical observation and practice counseling courses. Each 
course involved a lot of reading, homework assignments and papers—which are not 
easy to complete when you have a family of 8! Fritz and Masello say that some of the 
key things they have learned is how to help and counsel broken marriages as well as 
handle family conflicts—both in and out of their house. Fritz is a pastor and he and 
Masello have many opportunities to counsel church members as well. They say that 
these courses in God’s Word have caused their family to grow spiritually and learn to 
handle things in a more godly manner.  We are thankful for their desire to continue to 
grow and deepen their own knowledge so they can help others more effectively.  
CONGRATULATIONS!!  Fritz and Masello 

One of Bethesda’s Core Values is “Integrity:  We believe righteousness must be exercised in all 
areas of life.” One of the ways that we exercise righteousness is through regular accountability.  
Once a year, Bethesda Outreach goes through a financial audit to make sure that we are up-
holding all of the financial policies and procedures in an excellent and transparent way. As this 
is being written, we have two ladies combing through our books. Our goal is  to honor Christ in 
how we conduct our business so we not only meet the existing laws and regulations, but work to exceed them when it is 
possible to maintain a blameless reputation for God’s glory.   

Another area in which we are audited is in our school. Jabulane Christian Academy is a registered school that is going 
through a long, 3+ year process of getting accredited through Umalusi—the quality assurance body overseeing inde-
pendent schools. This March, there will be several representatives from Umalusi coming to our school and property to 
do a site visit for the purpose of making sure that what we have stated on paper is what we are actually doing.     

The last area in which we are closely scrutinized is in the Child Care area. Every two years, we have 
to renew our registration as a Child and Youth Care Centre. The renewal process is virtually the 
same as the original registration process which means that all of our policies, procedures, staff, 
premises, etc are all closely examined to make sure they are meeting all of the requirements for this 
registration. Please pray that all of these audits go well and God is glorified! 

Accountability….and MORE Accountability  (it’s a good thing!)Accountability….and MORE Accountability  (it’s a good thing!)Accountability….and MORE Accountability  (it’s a good thing!)   
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There’s a LOT Happening at JCA!There’s a LOT Happening at JCA!There’s a LOT Happening at JCA!   
Parent Conferences, Evacuation/Fire Drills, Tutoring, and visits from other schools are just some of the recent events 
at Jabulane Christian Academy. We are already halfway through the first term and it’s a good time to report to 
parents on the progress of their children. We have gained one new student and now have a total of 81 children in 
our school. We have over 38 children from the community which gives us a great opportunity to minister to those 
children as well as to their families.  Many of our parents and students have never heard the gospel so it is an ex-
cellent opportunity to clearly present the Good News! Pray for our teachers as they seek to take every opportunity 
to do this clearly. 
 
Last week, we had a group of 50 students (all in Grade 7) visit from The Kings 
School in Robyn Hills near Johannesburg. Its always good for our children to meet 
other students from other Christian schools. The students from this school had 
brought in various items that they had collected personally to help our school out. 
Some of the children brought sports equipment or soccer boots (cleats) or just 
school supplies that will benefit all of our students. We are thankful for the ser-
vant hearts of these students. We hope to see them again!   

 
We are still in need of a teacher for the Grade R 
(Kindergarten) and Grade 1. This teacher is very impor-
tant to the academic foundation for our students so we are praying for just the right per-
son. When we pass by the school classrooms, we can see that the students are working 
very hard and learning a lot of new information. The Grade 1’s are especially excited to 
be learning many new words to add to their reading lists.  
 
 

Some of the Grade 7’s from  
The Kings School 

Recently, Pienkie and Gontse spent a few nights with Auntie Tonya and Heather who live in 
Pretoria (50 kilometers away from Bethesda). During the course of those days, Pienkie an-
nounced, “I’m so happy we’re staying at your house!” “Why is that Pienkie?” “Because I get 
ride the transport to school and I don’t have to come with my feet!”  (she normally has to 
walk the HUGE distance of 20 meters from her front door to the school! 

Pienkie with Miss Rumley Gontse with Miss Small 

Miss de Clercq with Grade 2 Mrs. de Smidt and Miss Costas with  
Grade R 
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Hayley Costas...A Great Blessing!Hayley Costas...A Great Blessing!Hayley Costas...A Great Blessing!   

A ‘Delicious” Continuing Education Workshop:  HospitalityA ‘Delicious” Continuing Education Workshop:  HospitalityA ‘Delicious” Continuing Education Workshop:  Hospitality   
The mouth-watering aroma of fresh cinnamon and almond was drifting through the entire of-
fice this past week as Fran Stoffel, Zella Cope and Kathy Janiszeski taught a Continuing Edu-
cation Workshop on Hospitality. 
 

The morning started out with an Icebreaker game in which everyone had to try and memo-
rize the look of the shoes that their team mates were wearing before everyone on both 
teams took them off and dumped them into a pile in the middle of the lawn. The catch was, 
the person from each team who was looking for the right pair of shoes was blindfolded and 
their team mates could only give them clues by clapping or snapping so it was no easy task. 
They had to really listen and work together to help their team get the right shoes back to 
the right people.   

 

 

Hospitality is more than just baking a few edible treats and making them available to 
guests. Hospitality is a biblical teaching dealing with serving others and developing rela-
tionships with one another. It is a responsibility for both men and women to develop in 
their life and ministry. These three ladies are from First Baptist Church in Marilla, NY and 
worked together to do a workshop for our houseparents and community friends on what 
the Bible says about hospitality. They included some wonderful ideas and pointers for 
how to do that in a creative, yet economical way. They also handed out a small cookbook 
filled with ideas as well!  It was one of the most delicious Continuing Education workshops 
we’ve had.   
 

God always blesses Bethesda with excellent volunteers and 
Hayley is no exception! Hayley Costas is an intern with us for 
4 months. She arrived in January and has been primarily 
working in the Grade R classroom. Mrs. de Smidt has been 
guiding her in the art of teaching these students and she is do-
ing an excellent job!  She has also been helping with the Be-
thesda children outside of the classroom as well and filling in at the homes whenever she is 
needed. She says that she has enjoyed learning how to teach and just loves the children in her 
classroom! One of the highlights has been teaching them how to begin to read some basic 
words. She said that watching them slowly sound out each letter and then come up with the 
correct word is an amazing thing to see!  

She has been so encouraged by the fact that many of the children want to get to know her as 
well and suggest taking walks and spending time together. Hearing the children spontane-
ously start to sing is also another part of being here that she loves! One of the most challeng-

ing aspects to her time here has been to realize how many different types of learners there are in her classroom and 
trying to adapt her teaching style to those different children.   

Hayley has just switched from pre-pharmacy studies at Purdue to an accelerated nursing major at Valparaiso University. 
She would encourage anyone who is considering a short term missions trip to pray about it first but not to put off a great 
opportunity! Hayley says that working at Bethesda is “life changing—it will challenge you, put you out of your comfort 
zone and you will grow! Everyone should come!” We agree! Thank you, Hayley, for serving at Bethesda!! 



Opportunities to Help 

 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Bethesda Outreach Ministry International, Inc., was 

born in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS. 

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the needs 

of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes 

child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the 

community. 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

You can also follow us on Facebook     Search for Bethesda Outreach 

Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 
South African Details: 
Plot 13 Klipdrift 
PO Box 2643 
Hammanskraal 
0400 
 
Phone: 012 711 0087 
Fax: 012 711 3472 
 
Bank Details: 
Standard Bank, Brooklyn 
Branch Code: 011245 
Account Name: Temba Bethesda 
Outreach 
Account Number: 011818743 
 
United States Details: 
Bethesda Outreach Ministry Int’l, Inc 
PO Box 2429 
Elkhart, IN 46515-2429 
Phone: 574 807 0160 (VoIP) 
 
 
 
Managerial Staff: 
John & Lois Mixon 
Rudi Van Jaarsveld 
Ruth Rising 
Shann De Smidt 
 
Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 
Social Worker: 
Sarah Young 
 
Houseparents: 
Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 
Jones & Lenah Phago 
Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 
Jack and Maria Msiza 
George and Florah Sithole 
Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 
Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 
 
Maintenance/Grounds Supervisors: 
Jones Phago 
Jack Msiza 
 
Maintenance/Grounds: 
Elvis Raphakgadi 
George Sithole 
Dorah Maluri 
 
Teachers: 
Jessica Lazenby 
Renske De Clercq 
Tonya Small 
Heather Rumley 

We’re On the Web 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R70,000.00/$10,000.00 

Interior village road construction– R595,000.00/$85,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$200,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Mandated Entry to the Property (paving, gate construction, etc) R612,000,00 = 
$85,000 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 


