
Dear Friends, 

 

In this update you will see many of the highlights from 2011.  What a 

blessing this year has been in so many ways  – difficult at times, but we 

know that each and every day was ordained by God.  I am thankful that 

God answered prayer and saw us through each step of the way.  It moti-

vates us even more to press on and persevere with the mission of Bethesda. 

 

The extent of HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa is mind boggling.  It is good 

to remind ourselves that an estimated 6% of the population between the ages of 15 and 45 is HIV posi-

tive – 25 million people. The disturbing fact is that the young adults that are infected leave behind 12 

million orphans, a figure that continues to rise. 

 

In Africa, a little more than decade ago, children who were orphaned were invisible because extended 

families were able to care for them.  Presently, communities are so devastated and overwhelmed by HIV/

AIDS that the family support system that was once present has deteriorated and in many cases disap-

peared.   

 

I am thankful for a resolve to provide compassionate and quality care for children and to come alongside 

of churches to help them develop programs that will also assist communities in caring for more and more 

orphans. 

 

 Please continue to pray that God will give us wisdom in 2012 as we help more churches to meet the 

need of orphans. 

 

 We pray for you to have a Merry Christmas as you celebrate the birth of our Savior.  I hope you enjoy 

the update. 

 

God’s blessings as your bring in the New Year,  

 

 

 

John, for the Bethesda team 

The Bethesda Staff and Children The Bethesda Staff and Children The Bethesda Staff and Children The Bethesda Staff and Children 
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2011 Bethesda Outreach 
 

 
 

 

January—started the school year with two brand new teachers 
 

February—our new social worker, Sarah Young began working 
 

April—our new Jabulane Christian Academy principal, Mrs. Shann de Smidt started  
overseeing the school 

 
May—we received two new precious little ones—Manto and Lesego 

 
May—we celebrated our 10th Anniversary 

 
August—the new entrance to Bethesda was completed 

 
August—Bethesda Outreach International, Inc. was officially created as a 501c3 company 

 
December—God supplied ALL of our needs for the year!   

 
PRAISE THE LORD FOR HIS LOVING KINDNESS TOWARD US! 

Other Highlights 

 

-we had 6 teams and many visitors come to Bethesda—that’s 70+ people who were involved on a  

volunteer basis to assist and encourage us –THANK YOU!! 

 

-three children professed to receive Christ as their personal Savior 

 

-the garden project was reorganized which is now supplying most of the vegetables for our families 

 

-Sherry Hochstetler arrived to help us out for a year 

 

-Samantha Smith arrived to teach for two terms of the school year 

 

-four new board members were added and a new USA Chief Financial Officer were added 



 Grace Fellowship  Church in Pretoria, one of our local churches, wanted to do something 

special for Bethesda this year. They got the whole church involved by hosting a picnic in 

which they would come out and play games, give gifts and 

provide lunch. The children’s names and pictures were put 

on a poster with a brief description of shoe and clothing 

sizes as well as a few gift ideas. In one Sunday, all of the 

names were snatched up by various church members.   

 

On Saturday, 10 December, a group of about 20+ people 

from the church loaded up all the game equipment, gifts, and food and drove 50 

km’s to Bethesda.  For many at church, it was their first time out to our property 

and the staff enjoyed showing people around, and talking to them about what we are all about as well as explain-

ing the many activities that go on here.  The church had organized several games, the favorite being the water-

slide. The children put on a bungee cord and attempt to walk (on slippery soap suds) to the opposite side of the 

slide and fill a bucket with water.  Usually, someone from the opposite side would pull on their cord and shoot 

them back to the start again (which was the best part!).  The kids played this over and over and in the end—we 

had some very wet children and houseparents! 

 

After lunch, one of the guys from Grace gave a devotional to the children and parents reminding us of the great-

est gift of all in Jesus Christ, and encouraging the children to put their trust in Christ if they had not done so.  

When the children opened the gifts, it was wonderful to see the huge smiles on their faces.  We are so thankful 

for the kindness and the generosity of this church family! 

Hmmm...what’s inside? (Manto) Thabiso 
Jack Msiza showing us how the game was played 

Gontse 

Dipuo 

Mabel  

Moeletsi 



 

To end the 2011 school year, Jabulane Christian Academy had an honor pro-

gram to recognize students who had worked hard in various ways this year. The 

teachers had the privilege of giving out certificates to students who excelled or 

improved in academic subjects as well as Christian character.  We are very thankful 

for the students who have worked hard but also want to recognize the long hours and hard work that the teach-

ers have put in to help these students excel! 

 

For the second year in a row, we have had an end of the year Fun Day for our students. It’s a day when our 

school children can play games, compete, and get VERY wet! It’s a good opportunity for them to interact with 

one another in a way that is not always possible throughout the rest of the year.  They started the day by work-

ing together as teams to create a team name and flag.  One of the first games they did was a scavenger hunt 

looking for hidden watermelons and then each team had to eat their ENTIRE watermelon!  There were many 

games using water balloons and one of the most fun games to watch was the children trying to get sour worms 

out of jelly (jello) with their hands tied behind their back.  Mmmm….. 

Miss Rumley and Olinda (above) and 
Miss de Clercq and Mabel (below) 

Konyana doing  a Scripture reading and 
Miss Smith giving Tshenolo his award 

Miss Lazenby with Thando and  
Miss Segoa with Mike 

Congratulations to Jack and Mpho from 
Miss Small 
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Thank you for your love, prayers,  
and  faithful support! 

 
Have a wonderful,  

Christ-filled Christmas! 


