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“1Therefore, having been 

justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 

whom also we have ob-

tained our introduction by 

faith into this grace in which 

we stand; and we exult in 

hope of the glory of God. 3 

And not only this, but we 

also exult in our tribulations, 

knowing that tribulation 

brings about perseverance; 4 

and perseverance, proven 

character; and proven char-

acter, hope; 5 and hope does 

not disappoint, because the 

love of God has been poured 

out within our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who 

was given to us. 

 -Romans 5:1-5   
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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 
 
Our God is a faithful God who knows the beginning 
through to the end.  There are many promises 
throughout His Word that help us to focus on His 
redemption, lovingkindness, goodness, and grace.   I have been studying the 
Psalms and Psalm 130:7 says, “O Israel, hope in the LORD; for with the LORD 
there is lovingkindness, And with Him is abundant redemption.”  Our hope 
and trust should always be in the Lord even when times are hard.  Those diffi-
cult times seem to rock our world sometimes, but I am thankful that they 
NEVER surprise our God who allows all things for our good and His glory. 
 
A brief update about the construction process - the construction on the en-
trance of Bethesda is moving along quickly!  The workers have been out there 
every day trying to get it done.  It should be completed by August 15 and if 
not, there will be a penalty for each day that it is not finished. 
 
Since the construction has now begun, we are again working with the town 
planners to get all of the paperwork completed for the ‘Proclamation’ to be 
announced which will then enable us to open the new house that is ready.  
We look forward to that day! 

 
Through this process, there have been some added costs 
that have been a challenge.  Please pray with us, as we 
know that God will supply all that is needed to complete 
this project so that Bethesda can move on to care for 
more orphans. 
 

Thank you for your prayers for this ministry, myself, and the staff of Bethesda.  
We all know that the ‘devil is prowling about seeking whom he can devour.’  It 
is our prayer that we press on for the glory of His name. 
 
Persevering for His glory, 
 
 
 
John, for the Bethesda team 
 
 



Page 2 Raised to Praise 

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

The Entrance Has Begun! 

 

Johanna’s story 

Have you every been hungry?  I mean, REALLY,  REALLY hungry?  Beyond just missing a 
meal or two!  Most of us cannot even comprehend what it would feel like to have no food in 
the house or not to eat for 5 days.  Add to that, it’s quickly moving into winter and you don’t 
have warm clothing or a bed to sleep in—that’s hard to imagine!   
 
Johanna is a 16 year old who has been at Bethesda for  just over 8 years now.  That is half of 
her life already.  She came to Bethesda with her three brothers and a cousin after being without food for 5 
days.  The youngest of her siblings was about 2 years old at that time.  Johanna gave her testimony at our 
10th Anniversary and spoke of how bewildered she and her siblings were when they first arrived as they did 

not completely understand what was happening.  She recalls how incredi-
ble it was to have food every day and to have a warm bed to sleep in.  She 
says that she felt like a princess.   
 

Since then, Johanna has grown to the point that she understands that God 
sovereignly placed her here not only to save her physically, but to save her 
eternally.  Johanna has accepted God and knows that although her circum-
stances were unthinkable and very difficult before she came to Bethesda, 
she also knows that God has a plan for her life.   

Proverbs 16:9 says, “The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs his 
steps.”  Proverbs 19:21 says,  “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but the coun-
sel of the LORD, it will stand.”  It is clear that God is fully in control of all the 
events at Bethesda and we trust Him fully for the timing that He has for our en-
trance.   
 

After hundreds of phone calls, innumerable meetings, months of waiting, and loads of anticipation, God has 
brought all the necessary people and paperwork together to allow us to begin work on the new, required 
entrance for Bethesda!  This is a the project that must be well into completion before we can apply for the 
“Proclamation of the Village” which also must be in process before we can receive the Occupancy Certificate 
for the new home that has been ready for months now.   
 

You will be able to track the changes as they happen on our Facebook page (http://
www.facebook.com/pages/Bethesda-Outreach/126463377435547)  Just “like” our 
page and you will be able to see the current video clips and pictures. 
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To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

After 

 
 

West Bridge Team 

The Garden of Bethesda 

One of the ways that we would like to encourage our families and children is by 

teaching them practical skills.  One of those skills that is very helpful is to know how 

to plant and maintain a garden.  The school will soon be making gardening a part of 

its Life Skills course but we started early over the recent school holidays by helping 

some of the children learn the art of composting.  As you can see, they worked on this en-

thusiastically!   We hope that as time goes on and the plants grow that 

the benefits of the garden will become very appar-

ent to both the children and the par-

ents.  Gardening is hard work and 

will require a lot of time and energy 

but the results will be delicious! 

First visit??  Second visit??  Actually, for some on this team, it was 
their third visit to Bethesda!  West Bridge Church sent 12 people 
to Bethesda Outreach to spend almost 2 weeks with us.  This is the 
same team that finished our Administration building so many years 
ago by doing all the tiling and painting and more!  This time was no 
different in that they worked very hard doing everything from min-
istering to a local hospice to building a wall between our Grade 4 and Grade 5/6 
classes.  They hung doors, dug ditches for an irrigation system, and fed hungry or-
phans.  We are so thankful for this group of people and hope that they will make a fourth 
trip to see us again soon!  Thank you so much West Bridge!! 

That is one TALL stack of 
grading!  Thanks, Evan! 

Chess is a new game to most 
of our children 

Oops...electricity’s out again! 
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Meet Our INTERNS 

            Gabby SanfillipoGabby SanfillipoGabby SanfillipoGabby Sanfillipo    

    

Gabby was an intern with Bethesda for two months.  She is a music stu-
dent at Cedarville University and had visited us previously on one of the 
Cedarville teams.  She is known for her great smile and positive attitude!  
During the recent 3 week holiday from school, she taught some piano/
keyboard lessons and we discovered that we have some real budding musi-
cians.  She has also taught music classes in the school, helped with crafts, 
and all of our interns developed an extensive Bible memory program in 
which the children memorized verses and competed for a nice prize at the 
end.   She has also been a tremendous help with our teams!  We are VERY 
sorry to see her go!  Thank you Gabby!  

To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 
  Don and Fran Stoffel 

    

Don and Fran were with us as recently as August of 2010 when 
they came as part of the Marilla team.  They made the decision to 
return to Bethesda for  two months this year to again minister to 
us.  They have been a WONDERFUL couple to have.  Fran has 
taught children sewing skills, cooking, tutoring, crafting, and Bible 

memory while Don has helped in many of the maintenance projects such 
as revamping our water pump system, clearing out a termite infestation 
in our electrical boxes, helping teams with projects, working with our maintenance guys, 
and so many other things.  A good handyman is a great and rare person.  We are so appre-
ciative of Don and Fran and their servant’s hearts toward all that they have done.  We have 
discovered that it is difficult to get them to sit and relax!!  Thank you so much for your 
ministry to us! 

                        Cameron FrancisCameron FrancisCameron FrancisCameron Francis    

    

Cameron—or “Camaroon” as he has been known to everyone,  is a 
student at Clearwater Christian College in Florida and has also been 
with us for a couple of months.  His specialty is English and he was very 
helpful to our JCA students as well as some of our older students by 
running an English Clinic during the school holidays.  He spent a lot of 
time working with the students on their reading, comprehension, bible 
memory and also developed an alphabet/sound book that is specially 

oriented toward our Bethesda children.  This will be a great help in the future as well.   Dur-
ing the 3-week holiday, Cameron also helped quite a bit with the sports.  He has been a 
great encouragement both to our children and to our staff.  We wish him well as he returns 
to college in the fall but we do hope to see him again! 

Life experience and Looking for Ministry?  



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 
 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born in 

October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the 

needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  That 

mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which in-

cludes child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our 

outreach to the community. 
 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Your business tag line here. 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Rudi VanJaarsveld 

Ruth Rising 

Christian Rustoff 

Shann DeSmidt 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 

Christian and Claudia Rustoff 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Letswalo 

Judith Moagi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 

 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Jessica Lazenby 

Ruth Segoa 

Renske De Clercq 

Samantha Smith 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Interior village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Mandated Entry to the Property (paving, gate construction, etc) R612,000,00 = $85,000  

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 

First Aid supplies (plasters, anti-itch cream, antibiotic cream) 

Moeletsi enjoying the truck full of oranges that was 
donated to Bethesda recently…. 

Orange juice anyone? 


