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“I will bless the LORD at 

all times; His praise shall 

continually be in my 

mouth.  My soul will 

make its boast in the 

LORD; the humble will 

hear it and rejoice.  O 

magnify the LORD with 

me, and let us exalt His 

name together. 

 -Psalm 34:1-3 
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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

 

Thank you so much for all the prayer on behalf of the Be-

thesda entrance construction and our continuing process 

to get the village proclaimed.  The great news is the en-

trance is complete and it looks beautiful.  If you have not 

seen the pictures on the Bethesda Facebook page you need to check it out. 

 

Now the next obstacle is collecting all the paperwork needed for the proclamation. I 

had a meeting with the city council last Friday that I was nervous about and it went 

very well. We thought it was going to be a difficult one based on some of the emails 

we’d received but God saw it differently. I walked into the meeting only to recognize 

the person who we were there to see. He greeted me with, “I know you,” and I replied, 

“I remember you, too.”  He was the person that originally managed the water and 

sewer lines when we were first getting our service contracts with the city of Pretoria. He 

is a believer and we used to live around the corner from him.  Bottom line is that he 

wrote a letter stating the water and sewer lines passed all the necessary requirements 

and we did not need to do anything else! Now we just have to get the electric com-

pany to sign off on their paperwork and that could happen this week. It is amazing to 

see how God took a manager that had watched over the original installation of the wa-

ter and sewer to a position of now being able to sign off on it 5 years later.  God is al-

ways good and His timing is perfect. 

 

Garry Bradley was a special friend and board member for Bethesda and I will miss him 

tremendously. Thank you to everyone who prayed for the Bradley family. Over a thou-

sand people showed up to celebrate his home going. His testimony was amazing and 

everyone that you talk to would tell how much he served his family, the church, and the 

community.  It was a very difficult day but it was also so God-honoring. It was a time 

for me to reflect on what impact I am having for the Kingdom and for His glory. 

 

Please continue to pray for the Bradley family and also the proclamation of the  

Bethesda village. 

 

For the Bethesda team, 

 

 
 
John 
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To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

The Entrance is Complete! 

 

Remembering Garry Bradley 
 

 

We are THRILLED to announce that the new entrance to Bethesda is now 

complete!  We have worked on this project for a long time and many of 

you have prayed for it and in God’s time—it has been accomplished.   

 

It looks beautiful and makes for a smooth ride into Bethesda now, and 

we hope that this entrance will magnify Christ.  We have worked hard to 

bring God glory through all the various phases of the process whether to 

the surrounding community, town council, or to the contractors who did 

the job.  Check out our Facebook page for more pictures! 
Looking from our gate out to the 

main road 

The original entrance to Bethesda 

Putting on the final touches to the entrance 

 “As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, or if due to strength, eighty years, 

Yet their pride is but labor and sorrow; For soon it is gone and we fly away...So teach us 

to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.”  - Ps 90:10-12 

 

All who knew Garry Bradley knew him to be a man of wisdom, humility, and kindness.  

He was a gifted man who served his community as a bank president, an elder in his 

church and a member of the Bethesda Outreach Executive board.  People in his home 

church remarked at the number of hours that he would spend working with various 

people struggling with their finances.  He was a man with a great sense of humor and 

rarely passed up the opportunity to make someone laugh.   

 

Garry loved God with all his heart and this motivated him to serve the Lord as a faithful husband and father to 

his own family as well as the people in his church and community.  His wife, Linda, and their four adult children 

and families will miss him tremendously but they also rejoice in the fact that he is in heaven, face-to-face with 

his Savior.    

 

Please continue to pray for Linda and for all of Garry’s family as they adjust to him being gone.   

...So teach us to number our days...So teach us to number our days...So teach us to number our days...So teach us to number our days    
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To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

After 

 
 

Family Farms Team 

 

 From the 10th—18th of August, we had a group of 13 people here from the Family Farms group.   Their 
passion is farming and helping others to learn to farm well AND they emphasize farming as families.  They 

came to Bethesda to help us with our start-up garden.  Their project was to expand 

the gardening area and put in poles and conduit to help support a shade cloth that 

would cover the entire gardening area.  This is primarily to keep birds out and to re-

duce the heat of the sun in the middle of summer which will help with water retention 

in the soil as well as allowing our little plants to survive and thrive.  The garden project 

focuses on several goals—one is to help teach gardening to our children in the school 

so that they have practical skills.  Another is to help provide nutritious vegetables 

for our families.   

 

This team was VERY busy!   The ladies took meters and meters of shade cloth and whip-stitched the 

whole thing together into one massive cloth which the team then worked to stretch and secure over 

the entire garden.  It was a lot of work and in the end, the project came out better than they’d antici-

pated.  Besides their garden project, the team also fed the orphans at the nearby Stinkwater ministry 

and visited Buhle Farming Academy run by our school principal's husband, Neil de Smidt.  They also 

had some time to relax and were able to take a day to visit a nearby game reserve and shop for souvenir's  

to take home.  We truly enjoyed this team and hope that their time with us was as much of a  

blessing to them as they were to us!  Thank you so much!! 
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Jabulane’s Art goes International 

To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

Did you know…. 

It currently costs 
R9.91/litre for 

Unleaded 93 petrol.  
That’s $5.35/gallon 

Boneless chicken 
breasts cost  $3.90/
pound 

A bottle of hair-
spray is normally 
about R56.00-
69.00 for 200 
ml.  That is 
about $8-$10 
for 6.7 oz!  
(ouch!) 

Ground beef is 
R33.17/lb 

which works 
out to $4.74/

pound. 

A normal can of 
shaving cream 

works out to cost 
R49.99 for a 200 
ml can which is 
$7.14 for 6.7 oz. 

To drive from Pretoria 
to Bethesda and back 
costs R48.60 each day 
in tolls.  That is about 
$7/day in tolls alone.  
There are additional 
toll roads set to open 
soon which will cost 
an additional 40 cents/

kilometer. 
*All of these figures were based on a R7 to $1 exchange rate 

When a request came to Jabulane Christian Acad-

emy from the Family Farms Team that was due to 

arrive in August, we were a little surprised. They 

wanted artwork from the students! We wondered 

what they intended doing with it, and soon found 

out that they would auction it off and use the 

funds for supplies and equipment to help them 

while they were here. 

 

For weeks the teachers encouraged while students planned, painted, 

glued, and had fun creating pictures that reflected an African theme. 

From the bold elephants brought into being by the Grade 1’s, to the 

intricate work on the traditional pots of the Grade 3 and 4’s, the 

children worked with diligence and patience as well as the inevitable 

rush at the end to finish! 

 

The artwork was then packed up and taken to the States by a 

team on its way home. After having several of the pictures 

framed, and the rest mounted for display, the Family Farms 

Team held an auction, both silent and open, to sell these amaz-

ing works of art—some went for $100 each!! 

 

Thank you, Team, for your initiative, and bringing back 

to us so many blessings, both from your generous do-

nations and in the time and activities you invested in us. 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 
 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born in 

October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the 

needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  That 

mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which in-

cludes child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our 

outreach to the community. 
 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Your business tag line here. 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Rudi Van Jaarsveld 

Ruth Rising 

Shann DeSmidt 
 

 

Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 

Peter and Mary Letswalo 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Judith Moagi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 

 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Jessica Lazenby 

Ruth Segoa 

Renske De Clercq 

Samantha Smith 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Interior village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Mandated Entry to the Property (paving, gate construction, etc) R612,000,00 = $85,000  

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 

First Aid supplies (plasters, anti-itch cream, antibiotic cream) 

What a fun picture of brothers  
helping one another out! 


