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“I will give thanks to 
Thee, O LORD, 

among the peoples; 
And I will sing 

praises to Thee 
among the nations.  
For Thy lovingkind-
ness is great above 
the heavens; And 

Thy truth reaches to 
the skies.  Be ex-

alted, O God, above 
the heavens, And 

Thy glory above all 
the earth.” 

  
Psalm 108:3-5 
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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 
 

To God be the Glory was the theme of the day on May 22nd as we 

gathered to praise God for what He has done so far at Bethesda.  

It hardly seems possible that it has been 10 years already; but, it 

was wonderful to think back on all that God has done in the 

hearts and lives of the many adults and children who are at Bethesda.  There were so many 

people who helped to make the day a success!  The staff and children all pitched in, the Dan-

ville chapter of the Christian Motorcycle Association came and gave motorcycle rides to the 

children and adults, Bob and Ashtyn Biekert traveled from the States to help throughout the 

week to help make the day special, and we had a team from Faith Baptist Bible College and 

Baptist Bible College who helped us prepare and answer questions for the many guests who 

arrived.  It was a blessed day and we wish all of you could have been here.  I trust you will en-

joy reading about it in this update. 

 

Praise the Lord!  After more than a year, I received the letter that says we can begin construct-

ing the new entrance to Bethesda.  I am thankful to finally be able to get that matter settled so 

that the new house can be opened for new children.   

Today, I will be interviewing a couple who are interested in houseparenting.  They come with 

good recommendations and I am looking forward to see what God is going to do. 

 

I want God to find us faithful as we minister to each of the ‘special treasures’ that God sees fit 

to place into our families at Bethesda.  Please pray for our houseparents, teachers, and support 

staff as we seek to please God in the daily outpouring of love, discipline, and knowledge of the 

Lord Jesus into our children’s lives.  It is our prayer that they will come to know Him as their 

Savior at an early age so they can serve Him faithfully throughout their lives.  That is what it is 

all about! 

Thank you for your vital partnership with Bethesda; whether through prayer, financial gifts, or 

words of encouragement.  We appreciate all of you! 

 
Persevering with great joy, 
 

 

John, for the Bethesda team  
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To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 
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10th Anniversary Celebration 10th Anniversary Celebration 10th Anniversary Celebration 10th Anniversary Celebration     

 How does one summarize 10 years of God’s grace in a paragraph? Our words of thanksgiving and praise to God seem feeble and 
inadequate.  On Sunday, 22 May at 3:00 PM, Bethesda had over 400 people gather in a large tent to praise God for His ministry here 
at Bethesda.  It was a wonderful time of praising God and reflecting on all that He has done through the years.  There have been 
many, many changes at Bethesda, but our desire to please God has not changed.   
 
We had many people speak of how they have been involved with Bethesda or how it has changed their life and ministry  Some of the 
highlights were seeing hundreds of pictures, listening to our children and houseparents sing, honoring some of our long-time staff, 
hearing one of our older girls give her testimony and watching our school children do a “Gospel in Motion” presentation that put 
many people in tears!   
 
We welcomed many community friends, local church members and friends of Bethesda for the day.  We gave tours, rode motorcy-
cles (courtesy of the Christian Motorcycle Association), visited classrooms and enjoyed lots of fun and fellowship.  The best way to 
share the day with you is by showing you some of the pictures of all that happened.  We will highlight other aspects of the anniver-
sary in additional months as there is too much to show in one issue.   

The weekend of May 13-14 was a busy one with over  50 couples attending the Marriage Seminar.  Dr. 
David Culver, president of Evangelical Baptist Missions, spoke on several key topics including “The 
Model Marriage,” “Communication,” “Conflict,” and Forgiveness.  The weekend finished with a dinner 
for the couples followed by a final session taught by South African author, Dr Arnold Mol.   
 
We are so thankful for the opportunity to help provide opportunities like this one to strengthen the 
family in South Africa.  Please pray that the teaching that each person received will be put into practice. 

Lois Mixon, Mamitjie and Elias Matjeni 

Thabiso enjoying a motorcycle ride 

Mpho holding our new  
Bethesda brochure 
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To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Af-

 

Celebration Celebration Celebration Celebration     

HighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlights    

New Children….New NamesNew Children….New NamesNew Children….New NamesNew Children….New Names    
We sent out a special “add-ition” a few weeks ago showing you the two new little girls that God had brought 
to the Bethesda family.  The two girls are siblings to two children that we already have in care.  The names we 

had at that time were Minah and Munday but we’ve been able to get more 
“official” information since that first day!  The baby came to us with the name 
Minah but it was not an official name so the Rustoff’s have renamed her 
“Lesego,” (Le-say-ho) which means “blessing” because she is truly a blessing to us 
all! The 5-year old’s name is Bridget but will be known around here as Manto 
which is the name by which she is most familiar.    
 Our prayer is that someday, as God uses their new family and His 
Word, that their names will be written in the Book of Life.  Pray for the Rustoffs 
and for these new children that they will hear and understand God’s word in the 

months and years to come.   

Permission to build Permission to build Permission to build Permission to build     
We have heard this week that we have now been given permission to build the front entrance for 
Bethesda.  This has been a VERY LONG process and we hope that the construction will begin very 
soon now!  Thank you for praying but please continue as it may still may be a long process to get 
the Proclamation of the Village and the Occupancy Certificate for the new home and guest house.   
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To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

After 

For several years now, Mr. John Jackson, a missions professor at Baptist Bible College has brought combined 
teams from both Baptist Bible College and Faith Baptist Bible College to Bethesda.  He has worked closely 
with Brenda Hendrickson who coordinates the team from FBBC.  This year, they hit a new record by bringing 
28 team members to Bethesda!  Needless to say, we bought 8+ large shopping carts of food to feed them all!   
 
We were so blessed by this team’s desire to serve and to help in as many ways as possible.  For several days, 
one group of 18 went to a new church planting ministry to help them break down brick walls and knock old 
cement off the bricks to get them ready for a new building.  It was hard work but they nearly finished the 
whole job thereby saving the new church a lot of money in buying bricks.  The other group stayed on the Be-
thesda property and did everything from baking cookies, helping in the school, and babysitting to trimming 
grass the hard way using machetes.  There were many blisters to show off and stories to tell each evening 
about all that happened during the day.  
 
For the Anniversary, we were so thankful to have so much help as they parked cars, took pictures, made 
sandwiches, supervised tours, manned the various display tables and in general helped everywhere.  We want 
to say a HUGE thank you to this team for their help and their encouragement to everyone at Bethesda.  Our 
prayer is that both now and in the future, their time at Bethesda will play a part of impacting their life in re-
gard to future ministry and serving God wherever He takes them.  Maybe we’ll even see some of them again 
as Bethesda staff!   

Faith/BBC TeamFaith/BBC TeamFaith/BBC TeamFaith/BBC Team    

Manning the guest book 

The team made over 600 sandwiches 

Getting up the courage to 
try a mopane worm 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 
 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born in Octo-

ber of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who had been 

orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the 

needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  That mission is 

accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which includes child care 

families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our outreach to the  

community. 
 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Your business tag line here. 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Ruth Rising 

Rudi VanJaarsveld 

Christian Rustoff 

Shann de Smidt 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 

Christian and Claudia Rustoff 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Letswalo 

Judith Moagi 
 

Maintenance Supervisors: 

Jones Phago 

Jack Msiza 

 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Jessica Lazenby 

Ruth Segoa 

Renske De Clercq 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 
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Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Interior village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Mandated Entry to the Property (paving, gate construction, etc) R612,000,00 = $85,000  

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 

First Aid supplies (plasters, anti-itch cream, antibiotic cream) 

From the Lips of ChildrenFrom the Lips of ChildrenFrom the Lips of ChildrenFrom the Lips of Children    

Grade R (Kindergarten) was practicing the letter ‘S’ and coming up with various 
words that began with the letter “s.”  Several of the children were coming up 
with words like smile, star, silly, or sweeties, when Jack excitedly put up his hand 
and said, “Maam, I know a word that starts with ‘S’ - How about self-
control??”  (Hmmmm….I wonder what Jack has been learning about at home) 


