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“Praise the LORD!  
How blessed is the 
man who fears the 
LORD, Who greatly 
delights in His com-

mandments.  His 
descendants will be 

mighty on earth; The 
generation of the 

upright will be 
blessed.” 

 
-Psalm 112:1,2 
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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 
 
Many adults in South Africa have abandoned their children as 
a result of HIV/AIDS.  This leaves the children in the care of 
grandparents or other care givers. All too often, these care 
giver’s hearts are not committed to caring for the children 
nor do they have the means by which to adequately provide for them. The children are 
neglected, or left to fend for themselves.  This is the story behind many of the children 
at Bethesda.  
 
Bethesda has made the commitment to raise children within a family unit— with both a 
mother and a father.  We seek to meet their physical, emotional, and spiritual needs.  
We provide the necessary food, clothing, and warm beds to sleep in along with quality 
education so that they have the opportunity to become successful citizens.  However, 
we believe that the key ingredient necessary to help our children live successfully is the 
Word of God.  We seek to implement God’s Word into as many areas of their lives as 
possible so that as they grow, they will practice what they have learned.   
 
As you read this update, you will read about Lebo who came to live at Bethesda with 
her two sisters just over 2 years ago.  These girls were abandoned and left to fend for 
themselves when their grandparents chose to enjoy alcohol more than caring for these 
precious girls.  Recently, both grandparents passed away and their mother has now 
made contact with us and visited the girls under strict supervision.  I am thankful that 
Lebo has trusted Christ as her Lord and Savior.  Since then, she has had a burden for 
her mother to also come to know God personally.  I hope you enjoy reading her story.  
 
Thank you for your partnership in raising children to know and understand who God is.  
We want them to learn to praise Him forever and to make His name famous through-
out the world!  It is only through your prayers and generous gifts that makes this possi-
ble.  
 
Please continue to pray that God will give me wisdom as I lead this ministry in the right 
direction and that God will be most glorified forever and ever.  
 
For His glory alone, 
 
 
 
John Mixon, for the Bethesda Team 
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Lebo’s story 
In June of 2009, three sisters named Lebo, Julia, and Thembi arrived at Bethesda.  
None of these girls had been regularly attending school, they could not speak 
English, and they had never been taught anything about God before.  In the two 
years that they have been living at Bethesda in the Sithole family, Lebo, the oldest 
(15 years) has learned to read, understand and speak English, and has come to 
know Jesus Christ as her personal Savior.  Not only does she now understand 
the gospel, but she is able to share it with others.  Please read her account of 
what happened recently when, in both Tswana and English, she was able to ex-
plain the gospel to her mother.   
 

On Wednesday, the 20th of April, Lebo, Julia, and Thembi Maluleka received a visit from their mother, 
Maria.  The girls were very pleased to see her as it was a long while since their last visit together.  Lebo was 
particularly glad to see her mother and to catch up on how the rest of her family was doing.  The last time 
Maria was at Bethesda, she had asked Lebo about God.  Lebo told her about a church where she could go to 
learn more about Him.   
 

As we sat around the table, the girls were encouraged to show their Mom some of the things they had been 
learning at school.  Lebo was asked to read to her mother because she is doing so well in her reading.  Lebo 

chose to read to her mother out of the Bible and read John 3:16.  After a little 
while, when the message had been translated into Tswana so Maria could under-
stand, Maria asked Lebo how you accept Christ as your Savior.  Lebo explained 
that she would need to pray and ask Jesus into her life and to confess her sins to 
Him and then He would come and live in her heart.  Lois and Sarah, our new 
social worker, had tears in their eyes as they listened to Lebo sharing with her 
Mom about God and Jesus and His love for us as sinners.  Please pray with Lebo 

that her mother would come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Original Paintings by local artist, Koos Bronkhorst, to benefit Bethesda  

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

When planning for our 10th Anniversary Celebration, one of our Bethesda 
staff had the idea of asking a local Christian artist named Koos Bronkhorst to 
consider doing some original paintings of Bethesda that we could use as a 
fundraiser via a ‘silent auction.’  We were so happy when Mr. Bronkhorst 
agreed and he spent several hours at Bethesda one day taking pictures and 
getting a feel for everything and everyone.  The result 
was several beautiful paintings of various perspectives 
of our original farmhouse where the Msizas currently 

live.  Not only did he give those paintings as a donation to 
Bethesda, but he brought some other original paintings that he put up for sale and 
offered to donate 50% of the proceeds of those additional paintings to us as well.   
 

There was much inter-
est and in the end, all of 
the Bethesda paintings 
sold as well as another 
one of his large paint-
ings.  We are so thankful 
for people like him who 
share their talents and 
abilities for the sake of 

benefitting others.  Thank you Koos! 

Duncan and Koos 
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To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

After 

 
 

10th Anniversary visit by the Christian Motorcycle Association 

Wide-eyed excitement was evident on the faces of our children (and some of their parents) 
when they saw the impressive line of motorcycles come riding up the Bethesda drive.  The Dan-
ville chapter of the Christian Motorcycle Association offered to join us on the 10th Anniversary 
day and give free rides to our children.  You have never seen so many huge smiles and shouts of 

excitement as we heard when they were shooting down the road.  
We’ll let the pictures speak for themselves! 

Thoughts from a former staff member….Michele Geurink 

The early days at Bethesda were a real learning experience for me, and I’m sure for those that had to put up 
with me. Dorah and Elvis were already at Bethesda, and Dorah didn’t speak a word of English and I didn’t speak 
a word of Tswana.  Dorah was so patient with me, and is now speaking American English fluently, but I’m still 
working on my Tswana.  
 

My early days were spent learning a lot of things, like how to start the paraffin pump to run the borehole so 
that we could have water.  I learned all about pipe fittings and connections as Mark [Harding] and I ran two 
kilometers of pipe from the borehole at the top of the property down to the guest house water tank.  I 
learned how to make a French drain, and then another one, and then another one.  I even learned how to 
drive the tractor, which almost cost Elvis his life twice but he forgave me for that and we’re still friends today.   
Mostly though, I learned of the dedication of God’s people in caring for the children that God brought to Be-
thesda as well as God’s incredible love and care for these hurting children.  As the months went by more kids 
came, and Elias and Mamitjie Matjeni arrived.  I remember watching Mamitjie walk to her house with her 4 new 
kiddos marching along behind her and thinking, that is one brave woman.   
 

To look back to those early days and to see what this ministry of Bethesda has become is to me just a testi-

mony of God’s faithfulness to all of us as His children as He’s brought this ministry 

to where it is today.  He has used this ministry to impact not only the lives of the 

children who have come to live at Bethesda, but to impact the lives of every per-

son who has been involved with Bethesda in any way over the years.  I thank the 

Lord for His faithfulness to this ministry, and I look forward to seeing what He will 

do through this ministry and especially through the ministry of these Bethesda 

children now and in the years to come. 
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To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Af

Cedarville University Team! 

FACEBOOK PAGE for BETHESDA OUTREACH! 

We are so excited to have a Bethesda Facebook page.  Bethesda is doing important work 
in South Africa and we want as many people as possible to know about it!  This is just one 
more way we can communicate the message of Bethesda’s ministry.   Please find our page 
by clicking on the Facebook icon on the email, or just do a search on Facebook for 
“Bethesda Outreach.”  Please “like” us and visit the site often to hear what is 
currently happening!  We would also ask that you tell your friends about it so 
that they can also hear about Bethesda and see our passion for orphans and 
family! 

I think tired but happy would best describe the Cedarville team of 5 ladies that just 
left Bethesda!  These ladies were VERY busy during their 2+ weeks at Bethesda.  
They hosted 2 slumber parties for our girls (complete with pizza, pillow fights and 
manicures), worked in the garden planting hundreds of plants (not to mention 
digging the trenches for them), burned some fire breaks, went to three other lo-
cal ministries and played games, visited, and fed many other orphans.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Youth Day, they organized the ultimate scavenger hunt with 14 different stops where our children were 
organized in “family teams.” This required them to work together with their many siblings and it was wonderful 
to see how they helped each other through each station.   They ended Youth Day by providing a “sweet 
American braai” with chocolate bars, marshmallows, and graham crackers for everyone to make S’mores.  
These ladies also organized a Ladies Day Out for all of our house mom’s and treated them to games, mani-
cures, card making, lunch and then a night out at a local restaurant for dinner.  Our house dad’s had the privi-
lege of being the babysitters for the whole day—Shew!  Our mom’s LOVED the day off!!  THANK YOU for 
ministering to us!  

Children from other local orphan ministries 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 
 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born in 

October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the 

needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  That 

mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which in-

cludes child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our 

outreach to the community. 
 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Your business tag line here. 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Ruth Rising 

Rudi Van Jaarsveld 

Shann de Smidt 

Christian Rustoff 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 

Christian and Claudia Rustoff 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Letswalo 

Judith Moagi 
 

Grounds Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 

 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jack Msiza 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Jessica Lazenby 

Ruth Segoa 

Renske De Clercq 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Interior village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Mandated Entry to the Property (paving, gate construction, etc) R612,000,00 = $85,000  

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 

First Aid supplies (plasters, anti-itch cream, antibiotic cream) 


