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Psalms 59:16-17 

 

16 But I will sing of 

your strength,  

   in the morning I will 

sing of your love;  

for you are my fortress,  

   my refuge in times of 

trouble.  

 17 You are my strength, 

I sing praise to you;  

   you, God, are my 

fortress,  

   my God on whom I 

can rely.  
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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 
 

When Bethesda began in 2001, we had 12 Americans and 4 

South Africans on staff. Today, much has changed and we 

have 24 South Africans and 5 Americans.  Also, when Be-

thesda was started, 100% of the finances came from the USA.  

It has been my goal from the beginning to have South Afri-

cans take more ownership of this ministry.  Last year, 52% of 

our budget was from South African funds.   We took another huge step when we hired 

our first South African business manager a year ago.  Rudi Van Jaarsveld has done a tre-

mendous job throughout this year and I am thankful for the positive, servant leadership 

that he has brought to Bethesda.    
 

Another milestone is that on April 1st, we are officially hiring our first 

South African school principal.  Shann de Smidt has had much experi-

ence in the administration of schools and has great knowledge of the 

school system and the Department of Education.  She has written cur-

riculum, taught school for many years, worked in various leadership 

positions, and most recently, has been the principal of a highly rated 

primary school.  She is a godly woman who is committed to the spiri-

tual growth of people as well as challenging them academically.  I can  

hardly wait until she comes on board.   
 

Some of you know that Ruth Rising has been the school principal for several years.  I am 

happy to announce that Ruth is not leaving us. For many years, she has been doing sev-

eral jobs in the office as well as running the school.  While she did an outstanding job and 

enjoyed the challenge, the work, and the growth of the school, it has become apparent 

that she cannot do all of them well.   When Ruth steps down as principal, she will focus 

more on office management which includes working closely with the business manager 

with the finances, developing a comprehensive database, as well as working more on the 

public relations side of Bethesda.  
 

All of this and more is only accomplished through your prayers and financial gifts.  I 

praise God for what He is doing and I pray that you are encouraged by this report. 
 

Persevering with great joy! 

 

 

 

John, for the Bethesda team 

Shann de Smidt 
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To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Expanding Our Training– by Fritz and Masello Shikwambane  

Welcome Home Papa John and Mama Lois! 

 We are so delighted to be part of the group of students at the Grace School of Ministry’s Biblical 
Counseling class during 2010-2012. Our first course was an Introduction to Biblical Counseling and it has 
opened our spiritual eyes. We know that the Word of God alone is adequate for the man of God who is 
created in the image of God. We know that prayer and the Word of God play an important part in bibli-
cal counseling. We have also learned that counseling started with God in the garden of Eden. 
 Our objectives with this counseling course is to equip ourselves spiritually to be able to fight a 
good spiritual fight. We also want to be ready to give good and godly counsel to the children that God 
has placed in our care here at Bethesda. We would also like to 
be prepared to be good shepherds of the church of God in our 
community and impart the knowledge we have gained to our co
-workers here at Bethesda should we be given that opportunity.  
 This is a great course for us and we encourage everyone 
out there to attend this type of training! 
 
*Fritz is the houseparent supervisor at Bethesda as well as pastor of a 
local church and father the 8 children in their Bethesda home. 

 Saturday, March 21st was a “bittersweet” day at Bethesda. The families said 
good-bye to our first team of the year, whom they had all appreciated very much. 
After the sad good-byes, came excited anticipation as they waited for the second 
event of the day– Papa John and Mama Lois’s return! The families made a welcome 
banner and eagerly waited in the team centre for the Mixons to arrive. 
 As the Mixons walked in there was a joyful re-
union as all the parents and children celebrated their 
return after about three months in the United States! 
We are thankful to have the Mixons back and encour-
age you to continue to pray with us for their adjust-
ment to being back in Africa and the continued recov-
ery of Mama Lois from her knee replacement. 

10th Anniversary Celebration 

Please mark your calendars and diaries – Bethesda is celebrating with an ‘Open 
Day’ at Bethesda Outreach Ministries on May 22, 2011 at 15:00.  We will be cele-
brating 10 years of God’s blessings on this ministry!  Won’t you plan now to come 
and rejoice with us for all that God has done for this ministry?  There will be more 
details in our next update. 

The Shikwambane Family 
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To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

After 

 It has happened! The first ministry team of the year at Bethesda has 
come and gone. A group from Purdue University comprised of 9 young men and 
their chaplain, Marty Dittmar, spent their Spring Break ministering to the Bethesda 
families, children, and other surrounding ministries. In addition to coming, these 
young men raised money to purchase and help install two new solar water geysers 
at Bethesda. They also did a great amount of work on the Bethesda grounds by cut-
ting back a large amount of bush. They planted a garden at a nearby orphan ministry 
and hosted a sports day with our school children at Jabulane Christian Academy.  

 

 Sports day, as usual, was a huge hit with our students. The young men 
shared a Bible lesson about Gideon and his army to begin the day. They split the 
children up into groups and the children spent the day rotating through four differ-
ent stations: relays, basketball, soccer, and an American football station. The two 
standouts of the day were the soccer station (since it is almost all the children’s 
favorite sport), and the football station. The football station became an even bigger 
hit when the guys decided to teach the children how to dive and catch a football 
and how to do tackling drills. They wrapped up the day with a fun race between all 
the team members that gave the children a chance to cheer for them like the team 
members had been cheering for the children all day.  Before the children left for 
home, each guy shared their personal testimony of God’s grace in their life .  

 

 This is the second year in a row that Chaplain Dittmar has brought a group 
of young men and it is a joy to see how these athletes are both blessed by and a 
blessing to our Bethesda families. A big thanks to Marty, Shane, Jordan, Kurt, Rob, 
Caleb, Nick, Crosby, Lance, and PJ for a great week! We look forward to them po-
tentially joining us again next year.  We know that they will now have many oppor-
tunities to share the Gospel with their friends and families 

as they return to Purdue 
and tell about how they 
used their Spring Break 
for God’s glory!  

Came and Went– Purdue University Team 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 
 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born in 

October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the 

needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  That 

mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which in-

cludes child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our 

outreach to the community. 
 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Your business tag line here. 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Ruth Rising 

Rudi VanJaarsveld 

Shann de Smidt 

 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 

Christian and Claudia Rustoff 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Letswalo 

Judith Moagi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Jessica Lazenby 

Ruth Segoa 

Renske De Clercq 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small  

 

Social Worker: 

Sarah Young 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Interior village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Mandated Entry to the Property (paving, gate construction, etc) R612,000,00 = $85,000  

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 

First Aid supplies (plasters, anti-itch cream, antibiotic cream) 

From the Lips of Children 

Shortly after the tsunami in Japan, Miss Rumley’s third 
and fourth grade class was discussing what they had 
heard on the news and asking lots of questions about 
what a tsunami is and how it happens. After listening 
to all of the discussion, Maria (grade 4) raised her 
hand and asked with great concern, “Miss Rumley, 
who will take care of all the children who lost their 
parents?” What a blessing to see her heart of compas-
sion and concern for other children who are facing a 
similar situation to the one God has removed from 
her.  


