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“He lifted me out of the 

slimy pit, out of the mud 

and mire;  

he set my feet on a rock 

and gave me a firm place 

to stand.  

He put a new song in my 

mouth, a hymn of praise to 

our God.  

Many will see and fear the 

LORD and put their trust in 

him.   

Blessed is the one who 

trusts in the LORD, who 

does not look to the proud, 

to those who turn aside to 

false gods.” 

 

Psalm 40:2-4 
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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

 
In God‟s sovereign plan, He allowed Bethesda Outreach 

Ministries to begin 10 years ago.  The vision of Bethesda be-

gan so that children could be rescued from lives of ruin, fam-

ilies could be strengthened, and local churches could be en-

couraged to help with the orphan problem.  We have seen 

God‟s hand working in the hearts and lives of the children who have come into the care 

of Bethesda.   

   

On the 22nd of May, we will celebrate 10 years of ministry at Bethesda and we will cele-

brate the lives of our children whom God has graciously brought to Bethesda.  “Joey,” as 

we know her, is just one example of God‟s amazing grace!  Here is Joey‟s story:   

 

“Baby J,” as she was known during her first days of life, was found in a dust-

bin (garbage can) on the day of her birth. That day, the man emptying the 

trash heard a slight cry from the rubbish in the bin.  He thought it was a kit-

ten meowing but as he bent closer, he saw a little foot sticking out of a plas-

tic bag. It was Joey. Joanna‟s mother, dying of AIDS, had allowed her new-

born baby to be placed in a bag and thrown in a city trash bin in Pretoria. 

But God had a different plan for Joey.  It was for her to live and the social 

workers soon found a permanent home for her at Bethesda. Joey has a bright, beautiful 

smile that lights up any room.  She is a quiet girl, but loves to sing, dance, and praise the 

Lord.  We look forward to what God is going to do in her life in the years to come.   

 

Ten years ago Bethesda started and nearly 10 years ago, Joey came to 

live at Bethesda.  She was given a home and a family and now enjoys 

the love of a mommy and a daddy who loves her and teaches her about 

the amazing work of God.  Her life is just one of the lives we want to 

celebrate at our 10 year anniversary on the 22nd of May at Bethesda, at 

15h00.  Please mark your calendar so that you can attend and celebrate 

the amazing grace of God with us.   

 

Our efforts feel small and hardly meet the needs around us.  Time races on……and 

there are still many more children who need help.  Please join us as we pray that God 

will provide and meet the needs of more children like Joey.  Please also pray that God 

will give wisdom for the days ahead as we look into the development and strategic plan-

ning of the ministry of Bethesda so that we can rescue more children and boldly proclaim 

the gospel of Christ.  

 
For His glory, 

 

 

John, for the Bethesda team  
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To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

New Staff Joins Bethesda 

We are so happy to have Sarah Young on our staff at Bethesda.  We have 
been looking for an excellent social worker for a long time and God has 
brought us the right person for which we are very thankful!  Sarah was saved 
while she was studying at the University of Pretoria and attends an good 
church in the area.  She has a degree in Social Work and worked for the De-
partment of Health and Social Development last year.  She absolutely loves 
children and has had experience in everything from dealing with domestic 
problems to helping street children.  Sarah said that the moment that she 
realized that she really wanted to work at Bethesda was during her inter-
view.  She was asked how she would deal with a particular problem but after 
giving the answer, Lois Mixon asked her, “how would you use the Bible for 

that?”  It struck her that in working at Bethesda, she could actually USE the Bible and was very excit-
ed at the thought of being allowed to deal with children and parents from a biblical point of view.   

“Passionate,” “creative,” “strict,” and “fun” are some of the words that best 
describe our new Grade 2 teacher this year.  Renske de Clercq comes to our 
Bethesda staff with over 5 years of teaching experience.  She has also 
taught special needs children, art for students just out of high school in the 
UK, and a Saturday school for under privileged children.  She was saved dur-
ing her second year of studying in university and has been involved in a sol-
id church ever since.  She is very creative and does wedding and other cake 
decorating on the side in her free time.  Renske has a degree in Elementary 
School education and Early Childhood Development.  She has a passion for 
teaching children and is committed to helping them not only develop their 
academic abilities but their spiritual and character qualities as well.  We are 
very thankful for God directing her our way. 

Jessica Lazenby is our new Grade R (kindergarten) teacher this year.  We are 
very excited to have her as part of our Bethesda staff!  This is her first year 
teaching which can often present many new challenges but she is handling 
those very well.  Whenever I ask Jessica how she is doing or if she is enjoying 
teaching, she says that she “loves it!”  She has a Language degree in English 
and is currently studying for a Post Graduate Certificate in Education.  She 
was saved while she was in high school and has been involved in ministry at 
her church ever since.  She has worked with the youth ministry and works in 
a program where she ministers to children in after-school detention in one of 
the area high schools.  The children are learning much and really enjoying 
their new teacher.   

http://www.bethesdaoutreach.org
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To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Af-

Bethesda had the first Continuing Education (CE) of 2011 on the 9th of February. We were very blessed this 

year to kick start our CE program with Dr. Tim Cantrell, a pastor from Johannesburg. Among those who at-

tended, we had people from over 10 local churches as well as a student pastor from Madagascar who is study-

ing here in South Africa.  

 
Pastor Tim Cantrell‟s topic was “Developing a Biblical Self-Image.” We are to put off unbiblical views about 

self-love. He also said that Jesus did not teach that we should love ourselves before we love others, and point-

ed out that according to 2 Timothy 3:2, self-love is a sin of the last days. He challenged us to look at ourselves 

through the lens of the Bible, and not that of the world. In other words, all self-pleasing, self-indulging, self-

loving, self-esteem, and self-worth teachings, which are from a worldly, self-centered point of view, must be 

replaced by God-centered self-denial. As we raise our children to praise God, we must also fight selfishness 

and glorify Him alone.  

 
We are looking forward to the next CE with Pastor Peter Letswalo of Nokaneng Unity Baptist Church on the 

12th of March, 2011.  

Continuing Education at Bethesda 

Update on Mama Lois 

On the 3rd of February, Mama Lois had a knee replacement.  Only 5 hours after surgery, the nurses got 

her up to walk in the hallway of the hospital and to Lois‟ amazement, she did very well.  The next day 

about 14h00, the doctors sent her home to start therapy on Monday morning.   
The first days at home for Mama Lois were difficult because of the pain, but now after 3 weeks, she is 

progressing well.  She faces therapy on Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays where they push her to gain 

more mobility in the knee.  They would like her to be able to bend her knee to at least 120 degrees. 
Please continue to pray for Mama Lois.  She and Papa John are set to return to South Africa on the 18th of 

March.  They are looking forward to seeing everyone and to see what God has been doing while they 

have been gone. 

On a busy afternoon during recent parent/teacher conferences at school, the Bethesda office received a call 

informing us that Hellen Mashishi, the mother of third grade student, Bonolo, had died early in the morning. 

This news came as quite a shock to all of us as the last time we had seen Hellen, she was doing well despite a 

serious illness last year.  

 
During the week that followed, we were able to meet with the family to encourage 

them and assure them of our prayers on their behalf. On Saturday the 19th, eight indi-

viduals from Bethesda were able to go and support Bonolo and her family by attending 

the funeral.  Maria, Bonolo‟s grandmother, has repeatedly said that without the prayer 

of the Bethesda community and our stateside friends, they wouldn‟t have made it 

through this time of mourning. 

 
Please continue to pray for the family as they grieve their loss. Pray also for Bonolo, 

who is now staying with her grandparents. She has returned to school and is doing well 

so far. We are also praying for opportunities to help her understand her loss from a 

biblical perspective. 
Bonolo 

Caring For the Community of Bethesda 

http://www.bethesdaoutreach.org


Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 
 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 
 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born in 

October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Africa who 

had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting the 

needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  That 

mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village which in-

cludes child care families and Jabulane Christian Academy, along with our 

outreach to the community. 
 

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Your business tag line here. 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Ruth Rising 

Rudi VanJaarsveld 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 
Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 

Christian and Claudia Rustoff 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Letswalo 

Judith Moagi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Jessica Lazenby 

Ruth Segoa 

Renske De Clercq 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

 

Social Worker: 

Sarah Young 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Interior village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$40,000.00 

Mandated Entry to the Property (paving, gate construction, etc) R612,000,00 = $85,000  

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

School Supplies (wax crayons, coloured pencils, pencils, scissors, markers, etc.) 

Children’s over the counter medicine (ie– Panado, Benlyn, etc.) 

First Aid supplies (plasters, anti-itch cream, antibiotic cream) 

Upcoming Anniversary Celebration 

Please mark your calendars and diaries – „Open Day‟ at Be-

thesda Outreach Ministries, 22 May 2011 at 15:00.  We will 

be celebrating 10 years of God‟s blessings on this ministry!  

Won‟t you plan now to come and rejoice with us for all that 

God has done for this ministry?  There will be more details 

to follow in the coming months. 


