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Upcoming Events 

Lois Mixon’s Birthday 1/23 

Junior’s 3rd Birthday 1/26 

Amanda’s 6th Birthday 1/29 

Friends of Bethesda– 
Cheryl & Noah arrive 

30/1 

Dorah’s Birthday- 
(maintenance worker) & 
Lethabo’s 9th birthday 

1/31 

Moeletsi’s 14th Birthday & 
Intern Tara Woods Arrives 

2/2 

Lois Mixon’s knee surgery 2/3 

Bongani’s 13th Birthday 2/4 

John Mixon Returns from 
US & Cheryl & Noah De-
part 

2/11 

My Birthday & Thando’s 
5th Birthday 
JCA Parent/Teacher Con-
ferences– NO SCHOOL 

2/14 

JCA Parent/Teacher Con-
ferences– 12:00 dismissal 

2/15 

JCA Parent/Teacher Con-
ferences– 12:00 dismissal 

2/16 

JCA Civvies Day (children 
wear play clothes rather 
than uniforms) &  
Steve’s 9th Birthday 

2/18 

Tara Woods Departs 2/24 

We began the 2011 school 
year on January 12th. The 
theme for our school this 
year is “Changing 
Times...Unchanging God” 
and, wow, have we seen it 
in action. We’ve had sev-
eral changes at school from 
the end of last year until 
now ranging from new teachers, new students, old student going to 
new schools and new late additions to our classrooms. All the teach-
ers are working hard to get their students into a routine and getting 

used to how things are going to work this year.  
After a bit of a chaotic year last year of 3+ 
grades and 17 students in my class, I have been 
blessed with a bit of a break in that I only have 
2 grades (plus a small remedial group) and a 
minuscule 13 students. While some times I feel 
a bit guilty for having such a small group this 
year, I am thankful that it should be, Lord will-
ing, a much smoother year 
and I will hopefully be able to 
challenge my students a bit 
more academically and be a 
bit more creative than I have 

been able to be in my previous 
years of teaching here. I have 

already found some creative ways to challenge my 
students and keep them on their toes that I would 
previously have not even have thought about! 

Back to School! 

Nombuso (Gr. 5) is the 

only “new to our 

school” student in my 

class. 

Mike (Rustoff Family) 

thinks grade 1 is going 

to be ALRIGHT! 

Konyana (Matjeni 

Family) has skipped 

grade 4 and moved 

straight into my grade 

5 class. 

For the last 2 years, Joey (Shikwambane 

Family) has cried on the first day of 

school because she wasn’t in Miss Small’s 

class yet...this year she might have cried 

because she WAS in Miss Small’s class, 

but she insists she is glad to be there :)! 

The shoes and bags are 

all lined up and the kids 

are ready to start! 



Over the December school holidays, Heather and I got a chance to use our house for the exact reason we 
have it...to minister to our families. Several of our Bethesda families had a desire to do something fun as 
a family over the holidays, but when you have 8 children and 2 adults to pay entrance fees for and food 
and transport, things can get a little complicated. The solution to their dilemma was to come to our 
house for a swimming party and cook-out.  
Heather and I enjoyed fellowshipping with the parents, helping some of the kids with their endeavor to 
learn how to swim, and overall just providing a fun and safe place for the families to get away together 
for a day and enjoy each other’s company.  

Holiday Happenings…. 

shikwambanes 

Papa Fritz taking his 

turn on the slide! 

Steve warming up in 

the sun on a raft! 

Gomolemo was ready for a 

nap in the hammock! 

Lawrence having a good 

time with the rafts and 

slide! Joey wasn’t content just 

with a float, she wanted 

a float AND a raft to 

keep her up! 

Phagos 

Matjenis 

Bongani & his buddy 

Luscanda enjoying a 

float! 

Neo trying to 

psych himself 

up for going 

after a dive 

stick! 

Olinda par-

ticularly  

enjoyed the 

rafts! 

Sipho was the 

dive stick  

master! 

Peter just liked 

keeping warm 

in the sun! 

Lethabo was 

uncharacter-

istically 

NOT afraid 

of the water!  

Johanna enjoyed 

relaxing on the 

raft. 

Busi had a ball! 

Kgothatso held on to that 

floatie harder than any 

other kid when he went 

down that slide! 

Konyana promised that the next 

time she came to swim, she 

would NOT need that float! 
Shane enjoyed finding 

new and improved ways 

to go down  the slide! 

Neo is one of the 

best swimmers out 

of all the kids that 

came to visit! 
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Prayer Requests: 

 That we would continue to establish routines as we are still in the beginning 

stages of the new school year and transitions are still being made. 

 Lois Mixon will be having knee replacement surgery in the States on February 3rd 

and will need to remain there several weeks longer than originally planned. 

 Missionaries who are raising support to come to Bethesda and those of us who are 

almost always raising support to stay at Bethesda.  

Praises: 

 New teachers on the school staff. 

 New school year is off to a good start and 

God has provided new students to fill in most 

of the gaps left by non-returning students.  

 Good relationships among the teaching staff 

at school this year. 

 Older children are adjusting well to their 

new school.  

I know it seems like I was just home, but my visit in November was unplanned and basically a family only 

trip. It has been almost two years since I was last home for reporting to supporters and to do some fundrais-

ing. I was absolutely amazed at the way God worked last time and provided all the support I needed in His 

perfect timing.  

Since that last trip, I have lost a few supporters and cost of living in South Africa has increased a bit 

(especially due to the strengthening Rand and weakening dollar). I will be home this summer from June 25th 

through July 16th and I will be looking to schedule appointments with current supporters as well as hopefully 

make contact with some new and potential supporters. The last time I was home many of you graciously 

opened your homes and invited friends and neighbors in to hear about Bethesda and more specifically my 

ministry over here. If you would be willing to do this again, please contact me at my new email address 

(tsmall@boi.org) and I would be delighted to put you on my calendar. Another thing that has been helpful 

during my past visits is for me to see groups of supporters at one time rather than trying to see all of them 

individually since I am only home for 21 days and I have over 100 supporters. If you and a few of your friends 

who are supporters would like to get together and plan a time when we can visit, I would also love to add that 

to my calendar if you can give me some potential dates that would work.  

Please pray for me as I attempt to make all of these arrangements and balance them with the need to visit 

with family members that I haven’t seen in at least 2 years. Pray also that God would be preparing the hearts 

of new supporters to be open to how He might use them to further His kingdom by reaching children in 

South Africa.  

June Reporting & Fundraising Trip 

Jessica Lazenby— Grade 
R Teacher 

Renske DeClercq—
Grade 2 Teacher 

http://www.tonyasmall.com
http://www.bethesdaoutreach.org
http://www.ksbc.net
http://www.ebm.org

