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Upcoming Events 

Heather & Tonya– 3 years at 
Bethesda 

11/7 

Petunia’s 12th Birthday 11/22 

Gontse’s 7th Birthday 11/24 

Thanksgiving Day– NO 
SCHOOL @ JCA 

11/25 

NO SCHOOL @ JCA 
Lerato & Tumelo’s 17th 
Birthday 

11/26 

Albert’s 8th Birthday 11/27 

JCA Final Exams 11/30 

JCA Final Exams 12/1 

JCA Final Exams 12/2 

JCA EOY Picnic & Field Day 12/3 

Three years in November, Heather and I met up on a plane on the 
way to serve here at Bethesda. I came with the plan to be here for 
two years and see how the Lord would lead from there. Since then, 
many things have changed, happened, and been learned from. I am 
still confident that this is exactly where God wants me for serving 
and am delighted to do it. Thanking God for three years of great 
grace, mercy, encouragement, growth, and WONDERFUL support-
ers who sacrifice to keep me here. 

Three Years Strong 

Learning About Adoption Through Christ 

Over the last 3 years, I have had several opportunities to speak with 
my students about physical adoption and spiritual adoption. Be-
cause Heather and I both have brothers who are adopted and sev-
eral people at my sending church and even a few of my family mem-
bers have answered God’s call to care for the fatherless, it is a topic 
that is frequently discussed in my classroom, especially during devo-
tionals in the mornings. We have been able to tie into the discus-
sions the incredible blessing that physical adoption is and how 
much more of an amazing gift our spiritual adoption into God’s 
family actually is. A few of my students have really latched onto this 
idea and have shown great interest in the physical adop-
tions that a few of my friends have chosen to 
participate in. You may have heard the 
story before, but I thought I would let you 
hear it from of my students instead of 

from me. 

Hi! My name is Moeletsi Lawrence Mcoco. I have heard about the adoptions 
that Miss Small’s friends are doing. I thought “Oh, that’s a great idea! “ I’m 
an orphan also. I would like for everyone in the whole world to have a fam-
ily.”  
I did some jobs to get money to help with these adoptions. I did some 
chores at Bethesda and at Miss Small’s house. I washed cars and 
cleaned gardens. Some of the money I even took out of my savings.  
I was very happy for my friends to be able to go home with a family. I 
pray for them every night. I think the Lord was happy too! I thank God 
for working in these adoptions and providing protection and mercy! 



A few weeks ago, I asked my students to write out 

some prayer requests. I wanted  to hear from them 
what they wanted people to be praying for each of 

them. Hope you enjoy hearing what the children have 
to say. 

Straight From the Children 

My name is 

Riah. I am 12 years old and 

in grade 6. I live in Ham-

manskraal. I am a community 

student. Please pray for me work 

hard in maths because it is very 

hard for me. 

My name is Masego. I am 12 years 

old and in grade 6. I live with the 

Matjeni Family in Soshanguve. 

Please pray for me to pass at school 

be- cause it is a chal-

lenge for me.  

My name is Bongani. I am 12 

years old and in grade 6. I 

live at Bethesda with the 

Phago Family. Please pray 

for me to do well in 

school as I am going to 

Prestige for grade 7 

next year.  

My name is Mpen-

dulo. I am 10 years 

old and in grade 5. I 

live in Majoneng. I am a com-

munity student. Please pray for 

me to pass grade 5.  

My name is Happy. I am 14 

years old and in grade 5. I 

live in Renstown and am a 

community student. Please 

pray for me to do well at school and 

move on to the next grade. I have a 

hearing problem and that some-

times makes school very hard for 

me.  

My name is Julia. I am 12 

years old and in grade 5. I 

live with the Sithole Fam-

ily at Bethesda. Please 

pray for me to be a good 

girl at school and at home.  



My name is Kamo. I am 10 years old 

and in grade 5. I live in Soshanguve. I 

am a community student. Please pray 

for me to do better in school because 

sometimes I am forgetful about my 

work.  

My name is Anele. I am 12 years old 

and in grade 5. I live in Soshanguve at 

Jehovah Jirah Orphan Centre. Please 

pray for me to be a soccer star.  

My name is Kgothatso. I am 13 years 

old and in grade 6. I live in Soshan-

guve with the Matjenis. Please pray 

for me to have a good future.  

My name is Moe. 

I am 13 years old and in grade 6. I live at 

Bethesda with the Msiza Family. Please 

pray for me to be a wise man.  

My name is Bongi. I am 10 years old 

and in grade 5. I live in Majaneng with 

my family. I am a community student. 

Please pray for me to love God’s Word.  

My name is Petunia. I am 11 years old 

and in grade 5. I live at Bethesda 

with the Sitholes. Please pray for me 

to be brave when speaking in  

English.   



My name is Alfred. I am 11 years old and in grade 

5. I live at Bethesda with my parents Jack and 

Maria Msiza. Please pray for me to be a good man 

when I grown up.  

My name is Mpho. I am 12 years old 

and in grade 5. I live at Bethesda with 

the Rustoff Family. Please pray for me 

to be a good learner because school is 

HARD for me! 

My name is Keabetswe. I’m 10 years old and in 

grade 5. I live in Renstown. I am a community stu-

dent. Please pray for me to be a wise boy.  

My name is Lawrence. I am 14 years old 

and in grade 8. I live at Bethesda with 

the Shikwambanes. Please pray for me 

to be a good soccer player.  

My name is Lebo. I am 14 years old and in grade 5. 

I live at Bethesda with the Sithole Family. Please 

pray for me to be a good learner.  



SA Postal Address: 

Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 SA 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

EBM’s Mailing Address: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

P.O. Box 781438 

Indianapolis IN 46278 

317-872-4488 

Prayer Requests: 

• My sister, Tarah, and her fiancé Justin are getting married this weekend.  

• Transitions that will be coming in the new school year and with the end of 

this school year.  

• Missionaries who are raising support to come to Bethesda and those of us who 

are almost always raising support to stay at Bethesda.  

Praises: 

• Refreshing visit with my family in spite of the circumstances surrounding the 

trip. 

• Three completed years of service at Bethesda. 

• Birth of yet another new baby with ties to Bethesda.  

• Exams are finished and marking soon will be as well.  

Many of you probably already know this, but for those of 

you that don’t, last month I made an emergency trip back to 

the States in an effort to say goodbye to my grandpa before 

he died. I didn’t make it back to say “goodbye” in time, but 

one thing I am certain of is that he said the most exciting 

“hello” of is life on that day. Grandpa met his Saviour and 

for that I am truly thankful. I am so thankful for the way my 

grandpa knew and loved God!  

Even though it was sad to not be there in time to actually say goodbye, I am so grateful that I was able to go 

and be with my family while we took turns reminiscing about the life he lived and the things we loved about 

him.  

There ware many people who took part in my journey home for this celebration of life and I am SO thankful 

for all of them. There were people here in SA who took on extra burdens so that I didn’t have to teach or even 

be all that concerned about what my class was doing. There were people in the States that made it possible 

for me to purchase a ticket without any cost to me or my support account. There are people who prayed for 

my flights that I would make it without delay and be able to be with my family, and there were people who 

drove long distances to visit with me and my family and express their condolences as well as sent gifts to re-

member grandpa by. Thank you all so much for your love and prayers. Please continue to be in prayer for my 

family, especially my grandma, Pam, my mom, Teresa, and my brother, Mike, as they were the three family 

members that lived with grandpa, and as we will all be celebrating our first Christmas season without 

grandpa. He is gone from us, but not forgotten! 

Goodbye, Grandpa! 


