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You a Merry Christmas!You a Merry Christmas!  

 
Dear Friends of Bethesda, 
 
Bethesda’s vision to help local churches in meeting the needs of orphan children can only be accom-
plished through God’s mercy and grace by using humble, willing servants from all over the world like 
YOU.  At this Christmas season, we would like to pause and remember, in thankfulness, the rich sacrifice 
that God the Father has made by sending His only, precious Son to earth so that we could have eternal 
life.  We, likewise, want to pause and say ‘thank you’ for your generous part in serving Bethesda in so 
many diverse ways.  Many of you sacrificially came to South Africa to be part of a ministry team where 
you served tirelessly for the benefit of our families, children, and extended communities.  Some have giv-
en finances, some have given food, some have given furniture, clothing, backpacks, medicines, blankets, 
linens, and the list could go on and on.  For each of you, we are humbled and thankful for your loving 
heart that is willing to give, which in turn allows the children, Bethesda families, and the community fam-
ilies to benefit from the blessing of your gifts.    
 
Let us make it our prayer, “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:13
-14 NIV)  I am thankful for the accomplishment of goals, the changed lives of children, children who now 
know Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, and spiritual victories won!  So much was accomplished 
for the glory of God throughout 2010— to God be the glory!  Now it is time to look ahead with great an-
ticipation to all that God is going to do in 2011 for his glory alone!    
 
Merry Christmas to all and praying that God will use you mightily in the year 2011! 
 
Pressing on for His glory, 

 

 

John Mixon, for the Bethesda team 



Thank yov for yovr prayer, loxe, 

and svpporu of ovr Bethesda  

families throvghovt 2010! We are so 

thankfwl for all that yov do on ovr 

behalf! 

 The Matjeni family has now lived off the 
Bethesda property in Soshanguve for almost 
two years. They are doing well and the children 
are all growing! Neo is 16 years old and still 
loves to read. Shane is 14 years old and is taller 
than his mom. Kgothatso is 13 years old, and 
will be starting at Prestige College in January. 
Masego is 12 years old and has grown up a lot 
in the last year. Konyana is 9 years old and js 
excited about jumping to grade 5 for the 2011 
school year!  Busi is now 8 years old and look-
ing forward to starting grade 3! 

 Jones and Lenah Phago continue to 
faithfully serve as houseparents and Jones 
serves as the Grounds Supervisor. Jones is 
also the pastor of Strong Tower Baptist 
Church near Bethesda and the whole  
family is actively involved in that ministry.  
 Their family is really growing up 
with Lethabo, the “baby” of the family en-
tering grade 2 in January.  Their children 
are: Neo-17, Sipho -17; Johanna–16, Bon-
gani–12, Olinda– 10, Peter– 9, Thandiwe– 
9, and Lethabo– 8.  

Family Life 



 Fritz and Masello Shikwambane have 
served at Bethesda for seven years now! Fritz con-
tinues to serve as Houseparent Supervisor and 
pastors a local church. Most of their  children are 
in grade 8 and higher and attend Prestige College. 
Joey, Maria, and Steve continue to attend JCA. It’s 
exciting to see them all grow in the Lord. Their 

children are: Gomolemo– 17, Lerato and Tumelo– 
17, Prudence– 15, Lawrence– 15, Joey– 10, Maria
– 10, and Steven– 8. 

  Jack and Maria Msiza have enjoyed a 
wonderful year with their family. Jack contin-
ues to  serve on the maintenance staff. Alfred 
has recovered from the first broken bone suf-
fered by a Bethesda resident and Primabeth 
has grown from an infant into a happy, inde-
pendent toddler. In January, all their children 
except for Primabeth will be in school! 
Moeletsi is now 13, Alfred– 11, Rudy– 10,  
Siyabonga– 8, Gontse– 7, Pienkie– 6, Nolu-
thando– 4, and Primabeth– 1. 

George and Florah Sithole have now been at 
Bethesda for a year and a half. George serves 
faithfully on the maintenance staff. Their family 
has changed dramatically over the last eighteen 
months! In 2010, they have added Mabel and 
Ntando to the family. It has been fun to see the 
family enjoying little Ntando as she’s grown 
throughout the year. The family includes: Lebo– 
14, Julia– 13, Petunia– 12, GMS– 9, Mabel– 9, 

Thembi– 7, Thabiso– 5, Junior– 2,  and 
Nthando– 8 months. 

 Christian and Claudia Rustoff became a 
part of the Bethesda family this year. Christian 
has been a real blessing as he has filled worked 
in the administrative office with excellence. 
They have also adapted to their six new children 
and have quickly become a  family. Dipuo and 
Faith have become especially good friends since 
becoming sisters just a few months ago. The 
Rustoff family includes: Mpho– 12, Rose– 9, Amo
– 7, Jack– 7, Mike– 6, Dipuo– 4, and Faith– 3.  



Jabulane Christian Academy had a record year with 
the highest enrollment to date. Classes have  conclud-
ed for the year, and we are thankful for the students 
God brought our way with whom we could share the 
knowledge and love of Christ. Thank you for your 
prayer and support throughout the school year. 

JCA 2010 Students and 
teachers 

JCA 
2010 

Above: Teacher Training Day in March 
Right: Fun with the Purdue team at a Field Day 

in March 

Soccer Tournament winners– 
June 2010 



Heritage Day– 
September 

Reading Buddies! 

April Career Day– Mayor 
Mlondobozi speaking 

Record setting tooth pulling 
day– four teeth in ONE day! 

End of year fun– all 
school Field Day in 

December 

Honours 
Programme  

December 10, 
2010 

(Below in green) 



Training OpportunitiesTraining OpportunitiesTraining Opportunities   

God provided many opportunities 

for training to take place both 

among our own staff and the 

community throughout 2010. 

The “biggest” train-
ing event was a 

Family and Orphan 
Care Conference 

held at Bethesda in 
September. 

Carol Cryan teaches  
during teacher in-service 

Friday and Nellie 
(right) and  

Christian and 
Claudia (below) 

Two newly 
trained sets of 
houseparents, 

one for Zambia 
and one for South 

Africa! 



Team Ministry 2010 
Another way that God blessed us this year was 

through visiting ministry teams! Whether it was 

building, laying bricks, gardening, substitute 

teaching, or just playing with the kids, these 

groups were a huge help and encouragement! 

Thanks again to all our teams! 

Teams from:  
Purdue University;  
Edwardsburg, MI;  
Cedarville University, 

OH; Kossuth Street Bap-
tist Church, Lafayette, IN; First Baptist Church of 
Elkhart, IN; First Baptist Church of Marilla, NY;  
East Brandywine Baptist Church, PA; and the Burke 
family (not pictured). 


