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 Upcoming Events 

Johanna’s 16th Birthday  10/2 

Term 4 Begins at JCA 10/4 

Bethesda Board Meetings 10/7 

Bethesda Board Meetings 10/8 

Neo Phago’s 17th Birthday 10/13 

East Brandywine Arrives 10/17 

Josiah’s Birthday 
(maintenance) 

10/21 

Joey & Maria’s 10th Birthday  10/23 

Carol Cryan’s Birthday 10/27 

Sports Day @ JCA 10/29 

East Brandywine Departs 10/30 

Julia’s 13th Birthday 10/31 

SA Postal Address: 

Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 SA 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

EBM’s Mailing Address: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

P.O. Box 781438 

Indianapolis IN 46278 

317-872-4488 

Well, this issue of my update is probably the shortest one I have 
written in three years. It’s a little shorter because I have been a little 
busier in the last few months with the added responsibility of being 
principal so I didn’t get a chance to think about as much stuff while 
it was happening.  
A few tidbits that aren’t long enough for their own article, but are 
still important news: 
• I’m finished being principal...Ruth returned from the States last 

week and I have gladly relinquished the job back into her capa-
ble hands. 

• We’re wrapping up a brief holiday– We had one week off be-
tween Term 3 and Term 4 this past week. It’s been a bit like 
spring break in the States.  

• Board Meetings are coming– Our annual board meetings will be 
held this week. This means a visit from some of my favorite peo-
ple, The Whipples! 

• House Guests– for the first week of October and the first week of 
November, Heather and I will have the opportunity to host one 
of our houseparent couples in our home while they take a coun-
seling training course at our church in Pretoria. We are excited 
to have Fritz and Masello in our home for a while! 

The Scoop... 

As Heather and I thought long and hard about 
what to do with our students for Heritage Day that 
would have a spiritual application, we came up 
with the idea to lay some of the traditions and be-
liefs our culture and our students’ culture has 
against the pages of Scripture and see what God did 
with it. Turns out, He did a LOT! 
As we worked hard in class and out of class with 
our studies, it was great to see God working in the 
lives of our children. We saw one child after hear-
ing several teaching opportunities about “What 
happens when we die”, that began thinking seri-
ously about her lack of salvation and later accepted 
Christ as Saviour. We had another student who had 

made a profession of faith almost a year ago, but 
had been unable to get involved in a local church 
because her family did not attend. She was moved 
to begin attending a very good church in her area, 
even if it meant she must go on her own. We also 
had several great opportunities to speak individu-
ally with other students about topics they were 
confused about or did not understand in a biblical 
way.   
It has been great to see God working in the lives of 
our Bethesda children and our community children 
over the last several months...another testimony to 
HIS greatness! 

How Great is Our God! 



I am a Christian now! On the 14th of 
August, I got saved by the Lord. 
We were at the team centre 
with some visitors. We read the 
Bible and we prayed. I asked God 
to forgive me for my sins. Auntie 
Amy told me that when you get to 
Heaven and God judges you, you 
won't be able to say "I was doing 
good things on Earth," but you can 
only do good works on Earth to 
please the Lord. Now my life has 
changed. I am still trying to stop do-
ing wrong things, and do the write 
things instead. I want to please God 
and not myself now.  

Two Sisters...Two stories...One Saviour!  I want to tell you something. I am a Chris-
tian! I’m born again. I spoke with Miss 
Rumley about salvation. After that, I went 
home and I thought that I need to be a 

Christian. So, at night before I went to 
bed, I asked the Lord for forgiveness and 

to take away all my sins! Now I am 
happy! I won’t be lazy about my school 
work. 

Pictures from Heritage Day Programme at JCA 

Pictures: From above clockwise– Grade 1 
dressed as mineworkers and kitchen girls 
of old Johannesburg; Menelesi playing 
the drums for the grade2 presentation; 
Busi dancing a Tswana dance; Kgothatso, 
Konyana & Masego doing the Gospel 
Walk Through; Bongani explaining what 
happens when we die; Moeletsi sharing 
God’s word; Lesego pretending to dig in 
the mine, Tshegofatso during the grade R 
presentation on creation; Amo as a miner 



Prayer Requests: 

• Good start to term 4 and finish to the school year. 

• Pray for the Bethesda Board of Directors’ meetings over the next week. 

• Continued spiritual growth of students who have made professions of faith. 

• Continued opportunities to serve with our house, time and efforts. 

Praises: 

• We have had several opportunities to use the blessing of our house to serve 

others of late.  

• Ruth’s safe return from the US. 

• Much needed opportunity for rest over school holidays, even if it was only 

for a day or two. 

• Opportunities to share the Gospel and speak Truth to and with our students.  

Last week was our “Spring Break” week. 
Heather and I decided to take just couple 
of days for rest, so we decided to head 
back to one of our favorite places in 
SA...Kruger. We only spent 1 day in the 
park, but we had a great time and we 
were able to see many of the new babies 
in the park. Reminded me a bit of a more 
exotic “calving season” on the farms at 
home :).  

Spring Break in South Africa... 

Quotes from Kids... 

My friend Sheryl sent me this message the other day from 
a conversation with her 3 year old daughter, Anna.  
“Anna had some scrap papers laid out on the table to-
night. I asked her to pick them up and she said, ‘I can't, 
mom, I'm planning my trip to South Africa to visit Tonya.’ 
Then she asked me how she could get enough money for 
a ticket to ride on an airplane.” 
I don’t know when Anna will get to visit, but I am thank-
ful that she has parents who are faithful to teach her 
about God and about praying for those who serve abroad. 

Anna with her mom & dad, the Bergers, and Me at an 

Indianapolis Indians baseball game last year. 


