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 Upcoming Events 

Siyabonga’s 8th Birthday 8/22 

Ashley & Whitney Depart 8/25 

Jack’s 7th Birthday 8/26 

Sipho’s 17th Birthday 9/3 

Neo Maema’s 16th Birthday 9/9 

Florah Sithole’s Birthday 
(Housemother) 

9/12 

All Bethesda Staff Meeting 9/15 

Family & Orphan Care  
Conference at Bethesda 

9/18 

Matjeni’s Anniversary 9/21 

JCA Heritage Day  
Celebration  & Last day of 
Term 3 

9/23 

Mary’s Birthday (Relief 
Mom) 

9/29 

Ruth Returns from the 
States 

9/30 

Judy’s Birthday (Relief Mom) 
& Johanna’s 16th Birthday 

10/2 

Term 4 Begins 10/4 

Bethesda Board Meetings 10/7 

Bethesda Board Meetings 10/8 

Bethesda Board Meetings 10/9 

Bethesda Field Address: 

Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 SA 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

EBM’s Mailing Address: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

P.O. Box 781438 

Indianapolis IN 46278 

317-872-4488 

For nearly a month now, I have 
been “playing principal” at JCA. 
Our actual school administrator, 
Miss Rising, was due to return to 
the States for a report to  
supporters and visit with family. 
In order to keep things running 
smoothly, I was asked to take 
over a portion of this role and 
facilitate school events.  
Thus far things have gone rather 
smoothly. I have enjoyed the  
opportunity to assist the other 

teachers and interact with the 
parents of our school children as 
we move forward in our school 
year.  
This has been a good  
opportunity for me to see all the 
behind the scenes pieces of how 
a school runs. It has been a  
blessing to work along with 
Heather and our African teachers 
to keep things moving in the 
right direction while Ruth is 
away.  

Playing Principal... 

One of the most challenging 
things about serving in the  
school over here is the strain 
that goes along with needing to 
be absent from school. When I 
was teaching in the States, you 
could take a personal day or a 
sick day whenever you needed it, 
and your classroom would be 
covered by the capable hands of 
a substitute teacher.  The  
challenge over here is that there 
aren’t really ANY substitutes to 
cover our classes when we need 
to be out. Occasionally God 
blesses us with interns who are 
able to help out from time to 
time, but any time one of our 
teachers falls ill, it is a huge  

dilemma. 
Two weeks ago, Heather and I 
each succumbed to a couple of 
the very persistent bugs that our 
students have been passing 
around for the last few months. 
The blessing came in that there 
was a team here at the perfect 
time to fill in the gaps when we 
were unavailable. It was an  
enormous relief to be able to 
take a day and rest while  
knowing that our classrooms 
were completely cared for and 
well covered.  
A HUGE thank you to the ladies 
from First Baptist Church in 
Marilla, NY for helping us out 
when we really needed it! 

Blessings in Bunches 



At the beginning of Term 3, we decided that we should do a unit in science class discussing simple 
machines. The kids had a great time learning about the machines and then putting their knowledge 
to use by building some machines of their own.  

Hope you enjoy reading some of the children’s thoughts and seeing pictures of their various projects 
below.  

Simple Machines 

Last week we learned about simple machines. 
I learned a lot about simple machines. I 

learned that there are six simple machines. 
The names of them are wheel & axle, lever, 

inclined plane, pulley, screw, and wedge. Sim-
ple machines make work easier. For example, 
wheels and axles make work easier by going 
(traveling) places instead of walking by feet. 

Simple machines can be found in many places.   
~Kgothatso, Grade 6 

Simple machines make work easier. If we 
didn’t have wheels and axles, we would 

go places by feet. Simple machines are in 
many things. A pulley helps us store 

things. If you want to be a mechanic, you 
must know these things. Screws help us 
do many things, like attach things. In-
clined planes help cars get into some-

thing.  
~ Bongani, Grade 6 



There are six simple machines. The machines are 
screw, pulley, inclined plane, wheel & axle, 

wedge, and lever. These machines make work 
easier. My favorite one that we learned about is 
inclined plane. We made a car with tissue roll 

and wheels and axles. I used a wire for my axle. 
My car was the fastest. I was surprised because I 
didn’t know that it would run When I tested it, 
the wheels didn’t turn. I really enjoyed learning 

about the inclined plane. ~ Riah, Grade 6 

Pulleys help us make our work simple. Screws 
help us hold the house together. Wheels and 

axles help us to drive a car. Inclined planes help 
us to not use our muscles. Wedges help us cut 
things and open things. Levers help us open 

things and lift and move things.  
~ Mpho, Grade 5 

One day I was at school and we learned about simple ma-
chines. The first day, we learned about the inclined plane/ramp. They 

told us that ramps help cars to get on bridges. The second day, we 
learned about wheels and axles. They said wheels and axles help cars 
to move and they also gave us a project to do a car. The third day we 

learned about wedges. They said cars have wedges. The 
fourth day, we learned about pulleys. They said 
tractors have pulleys. The fifth day we learned 

about screws. They said the car also uses screws. 
The last day, we learned about levers. They said 

levers help door handles to open the door.  
~ Keabetswe, Grade 5 



Prayer Requests: 

• That I would be able to integrate biblical truths into my every day teaching 

lessons. 

• Wisdom for Heather and I as we make decisions about pursuing the purchasing of 

our current house.  

• Wisdom for how to balance my current teaching load with the responsibilities I 

have as the school administrator.  

• Houseparent training that is beginning this week– Pray for the trainees AND 

their teachers as they go through quite an intensive week of teaching. 

Praises: 

• We have new house parents who are ready to begin their role as parents within 

the next week. 

• My friend, Mary, (who’s wedding I was in last year) and her husband Peter are 

expecting a baby at the end of November. 

• Things have gone smoothly thus far as I have been acting as the school adminis-

trator. 

• My grandpa seems to be doing much better after his round of Chemo-therapy last 

month.  

• A nice opportunity to get away from the busyness of work and school a few weeks 

ago for a weekend getaway to Kruger in honor of Heather’s 30th birthday.  

Another challenge we face at JCA, is upholding the 
standard of being a Christian school. Our goal is to 
be more than a school that has Christian in their 
name. We have a great opportunity and responsi-
bility to maintain a high standard of education for 
our students. We also must find a balance between 
teaching our students the required academic sub-
jects and integrating Biblical truths with those  
subjects.  

It is a great disservice to our students when we fail 
to integrate biblical truth into our curriculum (a 
great deal of which is from secular publishers). A 
majority of our students are unsaved and would 
really rather NOT hear how God’s Word is applica-
ble to all areas of life.  
Pray for all of us as teachers, that we would not 
grown weary of the challenges we face in present-
ing biblical truths to our unsaved students.  

Challenges of Christian Education at JCA 

JCA Teachers at a recent training seminar focused on integrating a 
Biblical worldview into our teaching on a daily basis. 


