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Psalm 105:1 

Give thanks to the 

LORD, call on His name; 

make know among the 

nations what He has 

done.  
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Dear Friends of Bethesda; 
 
We at Bethesda are thankful for the unfailing love of our 
Savior and rejoice in all that God is doing in our midst.  We 
are thankful for the ways that you have shown His love 
through both the financial support you continue to give to 
Bethesda as well as the prayers that are spoken on our be-
half.  We love receiving the many notes of encouragement 
that you send.  It is a blessing to know that even though you are far away, across the 
sea, you are mindful of this ministry and most of all– that you are praying! 
 
Early February greeted us with a specific need.  A government social worker named 
Russell phoned Lois to tell her of an eight year old child in need.  Mable and her two 
siblings, who are mentally handicapped, were being cared for by her Grandmother 
after their mother passed away from AIDS in 2005.  In October of 2009, Mable’s 
grandmother also passed away.  At that time, the children were left in the care of an 

aunt who is heavily involved in alcohol.  Mable was often responsible for caring 
for her siblings and finding food for her family.  In November, the authorities 
stepped in and removed the two children who were mentally handicapped but Mable 
still remained in the care of her aunt.  Often, Mable was fending for herself and could 
not find enough food for herself or her aunt.  When she came home without food 
one day, the aunt became angry and Mable ran away to the institution that was caring 
for her siblings.  Workers found Mable curled up under the bed of her sister one 
night when they were doing rounds to check on the children.   The next day Russell 
phoned Lois and asked if Bethesda could care for one more since he was pretty sure 
that we were full.  I am so thankful that even though George and Florah’s house is 
full as they await the arrival of a new baby in April, they 
were still willing to take one more child.  Mable is now 
safely tucked into a family who is offering the love of Christ 
on a daily basis to this beautiful little girl who has been 
through so much in her short eight years of life. 
 
This is what Bethesda is all about – and I stand amazed and 
grateful to our God for His abundant provision through this 
ministry for little ones like Mable.  Please continue to pray 
that we will be faithful as we seek to glorify Him in all we 
do. 
 
Joyfully persevering, 
 
 
John Mixon, for the Bethesda Team 

Florah and George with 
Mable 
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To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Prayer Requests: 

• Please pray for Mable as she gets settled into her new family. 

• Please pray for the city council as we work toward finalizing the proclamation of the village. 

• Please pray that God will continue to provide the needed finances for the ministry of Bethesda. 

• Please pray for wisdom as we continue to plan strategically for the future of Bethesda. 

• Please pray for our housefathers as they lead their homes for the glory of God. 
 
Praises: 

• Spiritual growth in the lives of our children. 

• Good health for our children. 

• A wonderful God who meets our every need. 

Praise and Prayer Requests: 

After 

On February 7, we encountered our first Bethesda-broken bone. Alfred 

Msiza, a grade 5 student and son of house parents, Jack and Maria Msiza, 

learned a tough lesson about where and how you should play chasing 

games. Alfred fell and broke his left arm and had to be taken to the hos-

pital. Surgery was required to fix the damage and Alfred missed almost a 

week of school. It was great fun for all of us at Bethesda to see our chil-

dren express their concern for their friend and his well being. Almost 

every morning for the entire week Alfred was out of school, at least 

one of his classmates took the opportunity to visit their friend before 

and after school. Unfortunately Alfred’s broken arm was only the begin-

ning. Exactly one week after Alfred’s broken arm, another one of our 

school children broke her arm and is now also in a cast. We thank God 

that both children are mending well and waiting anxiously to be back to full force. Please keep Alfred 

and Riah in your prayers as they continue to mend.  

Another First! 

Construction Update 

The construction on the new home is progressing along quickly 

and is about 80% finished.  The tilers have been working for two 

weeks and should be completed with their 

work at the end of this week. Please pray that 

the proclamation of the village is finalized soon so that when the house is finished 

we will be able to occupy the house. 

Alfred and Riah 
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To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

John and Mahlatsi 

Eternal change is our goal at Bethesda and at Jabulane Christian Academy. Recently we had a window 

into how God is at work accomplishing eternal change in our students. One of our students from 

the community was waiting for a taxi that was quite late to take her home. Her teacher took a few 

minutes to catch up with her after summer break while she was waiting. The conversation turned to 

church and what she was learning there. Then the teacher asked what her student actually believed 

about Jesus Christ. She immediately said, “He is God and the only One who can save me from my 

sin. He saved me from my sin.” She expounded by saying, “This means I must not keep sinning. Only 

God can help me to change.” This was exciting to hear as this particular student had never shared a 

salvation testimony before. She always had the answers during Bible class, but hadn’t demonstrated 

application of these truths until now. 

The truly thrilling part of the story came a few weeks later when Parent Teacher Conferences ar-

rived. During a meeting with this student’s mother, she brought up the change that she was seeing in 

her. Quick obedience, understanding when she is wrong, and trying to do right were some of the 

things mentioned. What a joy to hear that the change resulting from repentance and salvation was 

evidencing itself at home and is starting to be clearly seen at school everyday as well! 

Change of Heart 

One of the priorities of Bethesda is to provide quality Christian education 
for our children.  The goal is to educate them well so that they can some-
day go out of Bethesda and make a difference in their world for Christ.  
Thus, we provide quality education.  A few years ago, the board made the 
decision to open the school to the community to meet a couple of goals. 
 

*To provide quality Christian education as an outreach tool 
for the community so that children can hear and see the  
gospel lived out at the school. 

*To provide sustainable funds to run the school in order to 
provide quality Christian education for the Bethesda chil-
dren through the tuition paid by community children. 

 
Our present school building is bursting at the seams.  We have 3 
grades in one classroom and we need to make room for more.   The project for this year is to raise 
$200,000 for a school building, so that we are able to make room for more students. This includes 
the construction of the building and all of the furnishings. 
 
Please consider how you could help with this project.  If you would like to give a gift toward the con-
struction of the new school building, you can give online by visiting our website at 
www.bethesdaoutreach.org (look for “Get Involved,” click on “Give Now”); or you can send 
a check to Evangelical Baptist Mission. In either case, please designate your gift for the “Construction 
of the School Building.” 

School Building Project 

Grade 1 working hard 

Ma’am Segoa works with a grade 2 student 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links  

to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in  

Africa who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village,  

Orphan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Your business tag line here. 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 
Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Letswalo 

Judith Moagi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 
Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Josephina Molekoa 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Ruth Segoa 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

Furnishing for school building– R300,000.00/$42,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

From the Lips of Children 

Mpho 

One day during grade 3 class, students learned that Addie, 
one of their teacher’s dogs was quite sick. They were con-
cerned for the puppy and immediately shared advice! “You 
must take her to Dr. Burke!” said Olinda. (Dr. Burke is the 
doctor all Bethesda children visit when they are ill.) The 
teacher informed the class that Dr. Burke only treats people, 
not dogs. Peter was not to be deterred! “Of course she does 
Miss Rumley,  listen to the word- “DOG-tor!” :) 

One day last week, Mpho was leaving her class at Mama Lois’ 

home. There were guests who had been introduced as “Mama and 

Papa Stone.” When it was time to leave, Mama Lois reminded 

Mpho to say good bye. Without missing a beat, Mpho turned and 

said, “Goodbye Mama Rock!”  


