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I must apologize for taking so long  
between updates. I could offer many  
excuses to cover up such as, my  
computer crashed the week I should 
have put out an update in January and I 
didn’t get another one until February, 
school has begun and I am teaching 17 
children in 4 different grades, I spend 
my time planning for school, Heather 

and I are preparing to move, and I am 
sure there are a whole school of other 
excuses, but the fact of the matter is, I 
just haven’t gotten around to it. For 
that, I am very sorry! Hope you enjoy 
reading this month’s version of “Talk 
from Tonya”! Hopefully it makes up a 
bit for some lost time. 

Allow Me to Apologize 

Meet My Class! 

 

 

Important Events 

Moeletsi’s 13th 
Birthday 

2/3 

Bongani’s 12th 
Birthday 

2/4 

Cryans Arrived 2/8 

Pilanesburg 
Camping week-
end (to celebrate 
my birthday) 

2/12-
14 

Thando Msiza’s 
4th Birthday 
My 27th Birthday 

2/14 

Thabiso’s 5th 
Birthday 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

2/15 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

2/16 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

2/17 

Steve’s 8th  
Birthday 

2/18 

Michele Guerink’s 
Birthday 
JCA Civvies Day 
(No Uniforms  
today...just play 
clothes) 

2/19 

Take possession 
of the new house 

3/1 

Skills Develop-
ment day for JCA 
teachers– No 
school for stu-
dents 

3/5 

Peter’s 9th  
Birthday 

3/12 

Purdue Team  
Arrives!!! (Marty 
Dittmar & some 
Purdue Athletes) 

3/14 

Bongani is 

very much a 

veteran in 

my class. He 

is in his 3rd 

year as my 

student

(Grade 4, 5, 

and now 6!). He recently 

turned 12 years old and he is 

a VERY clever 6th grader. 

He is the “middle child” in 

the Phago family. Pray for 

him as he continues to work 

very hard at school and to set 

a good example.  

Bongi is 10 

years old 

and is in 

her first 

year of 

classes at 

J.C.A. She 

is a sweet 

little girl, who seems to be 

enjoying Grade 5 very much. 

She seems to be fitting in 

well with my class. Pray for 

her as she and her brother 

(on p. 2) continue to adjust to 

a new school and a new lan-

guage.  

Happy is 14 
years old and 

in grade 5.  
He and his 

little brother 
joined our 

school a few 
years ago 

when their 
mother passed away and they 

were placed with someone in 
our community. This year he 

has made a huge transition from 
a lower grade into my classroom 

where he will hopefully con-
tinue to make great progress. 

Pray for Happy to persevere 
when school is difficult. 

Julia is a 

rather serious 

12 year old. 

She joined 

the Sithole 
family at 

Bethesda in 

June of 2009. 

She is a part of my 5th grade 

class this year.  She is working 

hard to try to make up some of 

the academic ground that was 

lost before she arrived at our 

school. Pray for her to perse-

vere as school is often not easy 

for her.  

Keamogetswe 
(Kamo) is  9 

years old and 
in her first 

year at J.C.A. 
She is one of 

my Grade 5 
students this 

year. She stays 
in a nearby city with her grand-

parents and younger sister (grade 
1). Kamo is just starting to get 

used to her new school and 
speaking English with an Ameri-

can teacher who can sometimes 
talk too quickly. Pray that Kamo 

would speak up and ask questions 
when she is not understanding. 

Riah is in her 
second year 
in my class-
room. She is 

a wonderfully 
sweet 11 year 
old with a 
beaming 
smile. Riah is 

working hard to do well in grade 6 
this year. Pray for her as she has a 
difficult sitation at home with her 

mother working far away. Her 
mom is trying to find a job closer 
to home so she can be near her 
children. Pray also as Riah strug-
gles with pain resulting from an 
injury she suffered at the end of 
last year and is still needing medi-
cine from time to time.  



Prayer Requests: 

• Financial wisdom as we fix up and 

decide if it is a wise financial 

move to purchase the house we are 

moving into.  

• Wisdom as I work with new students 

who have a limited understanding 

of English and balance a VERY 

tight time schedule with 4 grades.  

Praises: 

• We found a house and are moving 

in March.  

• We seem to be getting into a 

routine at school and students 

are aware of the expectations I 

have for them.  

• Wonderful birthday weekend! 

 

Mpendulo is 

brand new to 

J.C.A. this 

year. He is 9 

years old and 
in grade 5. He 

is a very 

“happy-go-

lucky” boy who almost always 

has a smile either on his face 

or ready to burst out. Pray for 

Mpendulo as he struggles to 

learn English and to catch up 

in other academic areas such 

as reading and math.  

Petunia joins 
my class this 

year after 
joining 

Heather’s 

class in term 
3 last year. 

She is a very 
sweet and 

extremely quite 10 year old. She 

is working hard to do grade 5 
work, but still needs to make up 

some ground in fundamentals she 
is missing. Pray for Petunia as she 

works to learn English and works 

hard at reading and math skills.  

Alfred is in 

his first year 

as one of my 

students. He 

is 11 years 
old and is in 

Grade 5. He 

is the bio-

logical son of Jack & Maria 

Msiza and has been at Be-

thesda and J.C.A for 1 full 

year. You can pray for Alfred 

especially as he broke his arm 

this past weekend and had to 

have it surgically repaired.  

Anele is in 

his first 

year as part 

of my class. 

He is 12 
years old 

and is in 

Grade 5. He 

is one of many children who 

have joined our school this 

year through a community 

program that’s helping or-

phaned children. Pray for him 

as he adjusts to his new school 

and a new language.  

Keabetswe 
is experienc-

ing his first 
year in my 

classroom, 
but is in his 

second year 
as a J.C.A. 

student. He 
is an energetic 10 year old, 5th 

grader, who never runs out of 
curiosity. He stays close to Be-

thesda with his parents and sis-
ter. Pray for Keabetswe to be 

patient with his classmates when 
they take time understand. 

Kgothatso is 
also one of my 
veteran students. 
I have had him 

since Grade 4 
and he is now in 
Grade 6. He is 
an intelligent 12 
year old boy 

who seems to enjoy school. “KG” 
is one of our Bethesda children 
that made the move to Soshan-

guve last year with his Bethesda 
parents, Elias & Mamitjjie Mat-
jeni. Pray for KG to set a godly 
example for his classmates and 
siblings.  

At 14, Law-
rence  is the 
“old man” of 
my class. He is 

in his third year 
with me and is 
attempting to 
do grade 7 and 
8 this year. He 

is an outgoing, energetic, athletic, 
and humorous young man. He as 
grown in immeasurable amounts 

spiritually, academically, socially, 
and physically in three years. Pray 
for him to manage his time well 
this year with so much work and 
that he would persevere at school.  

Lebo is 13 

years old. She 

joined my 

class last year 

in June and is 
working ex-

tremely hard 

to make up 

for some lost academic years. 

She has made a huge jump 

from last year to this year in 

her reading ability and desire 

to learn. Pray that Lebo would 

continue to learn and grow 

academically and spiritually! 

Masego is 

another of 

my veteran 

students, as 

we have also 
gone from 

grade 4 to 6 

together. She 

is a friendly 12 year old, who 

enjoys school, but enjoys her 

friends even more. Pray for 

Masego to study diligently as 

she and the others in her grade 

prepare to go to a new school 

next year for grade 7.  

Moeletsi is a 

13 year old 

6th grader. 

He enjoys 

school almost 
as much as he 

enjoys joking 

with his 

teacher. He is also among the 

group of veterans that have 

been with me since grade 4. 

Pray for Moeletsi to continue 

to make the great strides in 

academics and spiritual growth 

that we all saw last year. 

Mpho has 
been in my 
class for 2 1/2 
years. She is a 

hardworking 
11 year old. 
School does 
not come 
easily for 

Mpho, but she does her best to 
persevere. She is excited to be 
taking a home economics class 

with Mama Lois this year where 
she is learning to sew, bake, and 
cook. Pray for her to continue her 
perseverance throughout the year 
when school gets more difficult.  



Bethesda Field Address: 

Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 SA 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

EBM’s Mailing Address: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

P.O. Box 781438 

Indianapolis IN 46278 

317-872-4488 

Just when Heather and I had chosen to stay in the house she has been living in since last April, God 
opened a window. We had  done a lot of research and decided that it would be wisest financially for us 
to stay in the current house for at least a year and save money for a slightly bigger house that we could 
rent or possibly buy.  A few weeks after we had decided to stop looking, John and Lois notified us that a 
couple from their church was looking to either sell or rent a house that fit the exact description of what 
we had been looking for and was priced very reasonably.  When we phoned the owner, he was more 
than willing to allow us to look at it. Upon further discussion, the good news was, when all the monthly 
bills are paid, it would actually be cheaper than our current house.  

We have not taken this decision lightly. We have talked and prayed about it together and decided that 
this is the best move for us right now. We have signed a 2 year lease on this house, but are seriously 
weighing the option as to whether this would be a house for us to buy in the future.  We realize that a 
bigger house could be a distraction at times, but we have set several goals for how we would like to use 
this house for furthering our ministry opportunities.  I have stated a few goals that Heather and I have 
for using this house. Please feel free to hold us accountable to this goals. 

Here Comes March 1! 

AGAIN... 

Home Ministry Goals: 
1. We would like to use this house on a regular basis to encourage our families by 

having them in for dinners and fellowship time. 

2. We would like to regularly host guests for Bethesda and our church’s counsel-

ing training ministry. (Anyone interested in being our first guests?) 

3. We would like to provide additional outreach opportunities by hiring one of the 

men that works at Bethesda from time to time to take care of our garden. Josiah 

is a widower and has two daughters that we would like to get to know and min-

ister to regularly.  

4. We would like to possibly provide income for a family from the body at Living 

Hope Church (the church plant that our church, Grace Fellowship has recently 

established). In South Africa, it is common and often expected that if you re-

ceive an income, you will provide an income for someone else. We will most 

likely hire someone to come once per week to help with cleaning responsibili-

ties at our home. This will also provide another possible outreach opportunity.  


