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Occasionally we hear complaints from our 
teens about not being able to “get off the 
property” or not “knowing” anyone outside 
of Bethesda. Sometimes it can be easy to 
fall into that mentality, but we try to  
remind them, whenever we hear those 
comments, about the opportunities they do 
have to “get out” by going to school off 
property and at their church and that they 
DO have opportunities to serve others even 
though they don’t think so. 

Heather and I have recently taken some of 
our own advice and started looking around 
us at the things we are already doing to see 
if there are opportunities for service.  
Believe it or not, there are opportunities 
EVERYWHERE to serve.  

We were able to assist our friend and one of 
our relief workers, Mary, and her husband, 
Peter by taking a Sunday and going to their 
church to help them make a contact  
directory with photos and details of all 
their members.  

We have been able to continue to  
encourage and develop a relationship with 
Heather’s neighbor since the passing of her 
husband last month. We were able to have 
her and her older daughters over for a nice 
dinner fellowship and have since had  
opportunities to get to know her younger 

daughters by spending time with them at 
the complex swimming pool.  

Other opportunities to reach out and  
encourage those around us have included 
inviting one of the girls from our Bible 
study that is currently taking on a major 
responsibility of caring for her family’s 
home as well as going to school full time. 
We were able to have Sarah in to Heather’s 
house for the entire weekend so she could 
have a quiet place to study for her  
upcoming exams and also do some baking 
lessons.  

Yet another way Heather and I have found 
to serve within the ministries we currently 
have is making meals. Because Heather and 
I both have some pretty strict diet  
constraints, we are somewhat “forced” into 
cooking almost every meal we need to eat 
each day. Quick meals don’t really meet the 
restrictions so we go mostly from scratch. 
One way we have figured out how to use 
this apparent “disadvantage” for ministry is 
that we try to make extra meals when we 
are cooking so that we have them to share 
with our families at Bethesda, families with 
or expecting new babies at church, 
neighbours and fellow staff members at  
Bethesda.  

Get Out and Know! 

J.C.A Focuses on Gratefulness... 

tive on things. She and I even spent 
several hours cutting out 
“gratefulness glasses”. The kids wore 
their glasses for DAYS after the big 
event.  

Heather ‘s 
and my 
class took 
time during 
our class 
d e v o t i o n s 
for the entire week to 

focus on gratefulness. We spent our 
entire Wednesday afternoon baking 
sugar cookies to deliver to everyone 
who we are thankful for at Bethesda. 

The kids also 
wrote thank you 
notes and made 
“rounds of ap-

plause” for each of our 
staff members. Each 
student traced and cut 

out a hand and wrote something 
they were thankful for about that 
person and then we stuck all the 
hands together to make a “round of 
applause” for all the people who 
work so hard for each one of us.  

October  28 our 
school took a 

day to focus on appreciation. Each  
classroom did their own bit to focus on 
being thankful for all the things others 
do for them.  

Our assembly lesson for 
the week focused on  
gratefulness. Heather did a 

f u n  
l e s s o n 
w h e r e 
she talked to the kids 
about how being 
“grateful” can change 
our entire perspec-

 

 
Upcoming Events 

GMS’s 8th  
Birthday 

12/11 

Albert’s 7th  
Birthday 

17/11 

Continuing Ed 
for Parents  

21/11 

Petunia’s 11th  
Birthday 

22/11 

Gontse’s 6th  
Birthday 

24/11 

No school @ 
JCA-
Thanksgiving 
Day 
Lerato &  
Tumelo’s 16th 
Birthday 

26/11 

No school @ 
JCA  

27/11 

My cousin  
Rachel’s  
Wedding 

28/11 

Heather’s  
Parents Arrive 

5/12 

Exam Week  
Begins @ J.C.A. 

7/12 

J.C.A. End  
of Year  
Program 

11/12 



proctored placement 
tests for right around 20 
n e w  c h i l d r e n .  
Unfortunately due to 
school staffing and  
occupancy, we were not 
able to accept ALL of the 
children, but a good 
number of them were 
accepted as students for 
the 2010 school year.  

As it looks right now, 
before we even head into 
the beginning of the 
holiday break and the 
start of school when 
transfers are usually 
plentiful, our grades 3 
through 6 classrooms at 

J.C.A. are COMPLETELY 
full for the next school 
year. We can still take a 
few more students into 
the lower grades as  
applications come, but 
our upper grade  
classrooms are tapped 
out.  

Just a few short years 
ago, our little school 
barely had 20 children 
total and we are looking 
at accepting over 20 
NEW students for the 
2010 year. Praise God for 
allowing us to grow and 
impact more children 
with the Gospel of Christ.  

Getting Ready for an Explosion... 

was probably a little too 
much excitement to try and 
teach through and we took 
all of our classes out to 
watch the action.  

The children LOVED every 
minute of watching the  
massive amounts of concrete 
pour out of those big trucks. 
I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  
opportunities for us as 
teachers to take advantage 

of many teachable moments 
including lessons on  
building a “firm foundation” 
and the harsh reality of how 
education impacts a pay 
scale. (Many of the children 
had questions about how 
much money the guys made 
who were moving the  
cement versus the guys 
driving the truck and the 
guys planning the building.) 

New News...There’s a House Over There! 

Not long ago, we were  
informed that we officially had 
all of the funding necessary to 
build our next childcare home. 
Shortly after that we were 
quite hung up with getting our 
building plans approved. 
About a month ago, we  
received permission to begin 
building the house and WOW 
has it gone up FAST! One day 
you could look out and the 
guys were just getting started 
and literally the next 
day they had half of 
the walls up on this 
house.  

On the day that the 
cement trucks started 
bringing in the  
concrete for the  
foundation, the 
teachers decided it 
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We had 13 children 
testing in this class-
room for 3 different 
grades. Out of the 
13, we were able to 
accept 8 into grades 
3 through 5.  

Come January, the  
teachers at J.C.A. had  
better be ready for their 
classrooms to explode. A 
while back our school was 
approached by one of our 
house fathers about an 
orphan care ministry that 
their church is affiliated 
with and their desire to 
assist in sending these  
orphan children to a  
private school. Well, we 
were chosen as one of the 
s c h o o l s  t o  h e l p  
accommodate a large 
number of children.  

Just two weeks ago, the 
teachers at J.C.A.  

These are just a few of the new faces we are planning to see around our campus next 
year. We are excited about all of them! 



Bethesda Field Address: 
Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 SA 

Websites of interest: 
www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

EBM’s Mailing Address: 
Evangelical Baptist Missions 

P.O. Box 781438 

Indianapolis IN 46278 

317-872-4488 

Prayer Requests: 

• Wisdom as I begin making plans 

for my class to double the size 

from this year and how to meet 

the needs of my varying ability 

and age levels 

• Wisdom as Heather & I decide 

where we want to live after  

December 

• Wisdom as to how to begin  

planning for a car replacement 

as God provides funds 

Praises: 

• Continued recovery from my 

knee surgery 

• Opportunities to reach out and 

encourage people in the area 

• New building should be  

finished early next year and 

will hopefully be housing 

children by the middle of the 

year.  

• Drastic increase in school  

enrollment for the 2010 school 

year.  

I was informed about a 
week ago that a  
basketball court has 
been approved for  
building at Bethesda. It 
is not a full-sized court, 
but it will be a flat  
surface to dribble on and 
will have a basketball 
hoop on one end AND a 
netball hoop on both 
sides. It should get quite 
a workout from all of our 
children both during 
school and after.  

My students and I are 
greatly excited about the 
potential for “basketball 
lessons”. They noticed 
that an area had been 
marked off early this 
week and that the guys 
were starting to dig out 
the dirt to make the  
surface level, They asked 
me what it was and when 
I told them it was a court, 
a couple of them turned 
right to me and said, 
“Does this mean you will 

teach us now?” 

I am looking forward to 
an extra opportunity to 
spend time with the kids 
playing basketball and 
also to looking forward to 
having something to look 
forward to with teaching 
PE, which can sometimes 
challenge my creativity 
without a flat surface to 
work with.   

Basketball, Anyone? 

If you would like to  
contribute toward the 
cost of the building the  

basketball court at  
Bethesda, you can mail a 

check to EBM at the  
address below or go to 

www.ebm.org and  

designate a gift for 
“Bethesda Recreation”.  


