
From the Director 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 
 

a ministry of  

Evangelical Baptist Missions September 2009 Newsletter 

“...he commanded our 

forefathers to teach their 

children, 

So the next generation 

would know them, even 

the children yet to be 

born, and they in turn 

would tell their children. 

Then they would put their 

trust in God and would 

not forget his deeds but 

would keep his com-

mands. 

They would not be like 

their forefathers— a stub-

born and rebellious gen-

eration, whose hearts 

were not loyal to God, 

whose spirits were not 

faithful to him.” 

Psalm 78:5-8 
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Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

I find it difficult to communicate in a short update all 

that is happening at Bethesda.  There is so much that 

takes place within the ministry of Bethesda through 

childcare, the school, which reaches out to 17 com-

munity families besides our own children, and the 

‘Hands of Mercy’ ministry which takes us beyond the 

walls of Bethesda to the surrounding  communities with whom we have the 

privilege of serving. 

‘Hands of Mercy’  was developed to assist local churches who do or would 

like to do orphan care.  There are times that we go into the community with 

our visiting ministry teams to assist a local church  to feed the orphans, work 

in vegetable gardens that were established for the widows and orphans, or go 

to various homes to minister to the sick and dying. 

In addition, each quarter, Bethesda facilitates community training sessions.  

We invite pastors, church leaders and members, and childcare workers from 

other organizations to this training.  The most recent training dealt with the 

topic of handling anger and stress in a God-pleasing way. 

Roger Cryan is the administrator over our ‘Hands of Mercy’ ministry.  He 

 organizes the training, sometimes teaches, finds qualified teachers, writes 

training materials, and seeks to come alongside of churches to assist them in 

orphan ministries.  In addition, Roger and his wife, Carol, are our USA  

representatives who seek to raise awareness of Bethesda when they are not in 

South Africa.   Their ministry to Bethesda is a vital one and we are thankful 

for them.  Please pray for them as they are still in need of raising more  

personal support to continue their ministry at Bethesda. 

Thank you for your prayers, but I would ask you to continue to pray that we 

will rely on God’s wisdom in all matters concerning the responsibility God 

has given to us.  Your prayers and support are greatly appreciated as  

together, we strive to raise up generations of children who will boldly  

proclaim God’s marvelous deeds! 

Persevering with great joy, 

 

 

 

John, for the Bethesda team 
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Heritage Day  

On September 24th, South Africa will celebrate Heritage Day. This is an 

important holiday where we stop to remember the many different  

heritages represented in South Africa, the rainbow nation. 

At Bethesda, our children learn of their heritage as an African, but also 

of their spiritual heritage through Scripture. Part of learning their  

African heritage is through a Heritage Day celebration at JCA. Two 

boys wrote about their favorite Heritage Day and why they enjoy it so 

much. 

You’ll also see an article by another staff member regarding aspects of 

South African history that will be both interesting and educational.   

To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Upcoming 

Events 
 

Please be in prayer for 

these events coming 

up in the life of Be-

thesda residents and 

staff! 

 

September 

23 - Heritage Day 

celebration (JCA) 

-Term 3 ends 

 

October 

5 -Term 4 begins 

(JCA) 

9-10 Bethesda Board 

meeting 

 

 

My Heritage Day was nice. Ma’am Maboea taught us 

how to dance. Our old teacher (Bongani is now in 

fifth grade and not in Ma’am’s class) is a very good 

heritage teacher. Moeletsi, Kgothatso, and I were 

mining workers. We danced this song that is nice. I 

was dancing really hard and even came out with 

sweat. The people who were looking at us told us that 

we were very good dancers.  

Heritage Day for Grade 2 was also nice. Ma’am  

Maboea painted our faces with black paint! When we 

were on the stage we didn’t know what to do until 

Ma’am Maboea came. Our teacher is very talented in 

teaching us about our heritage.  

Everyone in our class knows that 

Ma’am Maboea is a star. 

My Favorite Heritage Day, by Bongani Ngwenya 

Af

I like this Heritage Day because it’s a day that was  

celebrated from long ago. It teaches and reminds us about 

our culture and about how people use to live.  

I like this day because on it, we celebrate our past. We 

wear traditional clothing, dance, and sing the traditional 

songs. But most than all of this, I like it because God  

created it. 

Why I Like Heritage Day, by Moeletsi Mcocco 
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To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 

 

Soweto is an acronym for South Western Township. We often take our  

Bethesda teams on a tour of Soweto to help them understand some of the  

history of South Africa.  Soweto began as a settlement in the early 1900’s for 

men who worked in the gold mines near Johannesburg.  Today, Soweto’s 

population consists of mostly black South Africans, and is a melting pot of 

South African cultures.  Soweto is said to have a population of almost one  

million people living in 87 townships within the city.  We want our teams to 

understand the diversity of the living conditions as seen by large homes often 

being built next door to tin shacks; and, to understand some of the struggles 

that South Africans experienced under Apartheid.  

 

Apartheid, meaning “separation,” was enforced by the South African gov-

ernment between 1948 and 1990.  This system caused great harm, and 

many people lost their lives in the struggle for freedom.  The Freedom 

Charter was drafted and adopted by the Congress of the People in Klip-

town, a suburb of Soweto, on June 26, 1955.   Soweto is also where Nelson 

Mandela lived prior to his arrest and twenty-eight years of imprisonment.  

One can still visit his home where he was arrested and see the bullet holes 

in the walls.  We usually stop at the Hector Peterson Museum, which is 

named after the thirteen year old boy  

believed to be the first of many youth killed in a protest on June 16, 1976.  

We also take our teams past Desmond Tutu’s house, Winnie Mandela’s 

house and to Wandie’s Place, a world-famous restaurant where our teams 

are served traditional African food.   

 

The goal of taking our teams on this one day journey is to help them get a glimpse of the 

oppression that Apartheid had on the people of this country, as well as to help them experi-

ence the spirit of the people who have chosen to forgive and live in hope of a new way of 

life. 

Teams Learn a Little About South Africa 

A famous picture of Hector 
Peterson. 

A past team during their time in 
Soweto 

A view of Soweto in the 
distance 

The hostels built for men during apart-
heid 
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Staff Retreat 2009 

On September 11-12, our Bethesda staff enjoyed a refreshing two days together meditating 

on our “Awesome God” through great teaching, time outdoors, and fellowship. We 

would like to thank a generous foundation for their help to make this retreat possible. 

Thank you also to our wonderful interns who stayed at Bethesda with the children giving 

the parents a rest-filled break! 

Here are some photographic highlights of the weekend: 

 

There were two trampolines at the lodge. 
They were a big hit! There were trampoline 
jumping lessons at almost every break! 
Florah Sithole is enjoying the trampoline in 
the picture to the right. 
Below: Houseparents were introduced to the 
Wii after our evening session. There were 
several friendly boxing matches… and a few 
sore muscles the following morning :)  

Jones and Lenah Phago 

Fritz and Masello 
Shikwambane 

The scene from our final worship time together. 

Bethesda Houseparents and Full Time Staff 

Back row (L to R):  
Roger and Carol 
Cryan, George and 
Florah Sithole, Tonya 
Small, Peter and 
Mary, Elias and Ma-
mitjie Matjeni, Jack 
and Maria Msiza, Elvis 
and Dorah, and Fritz 
Shikwambane 

Middle Row (L to R):  
Josephina Molekoa, Ruth 
Segoa, John and Primrose 
Kolokoto, Janet Cooper, 
Ruth Rising, Michele 
Geurink, Masello Shik-
wambane 
Front Row (L to R): 
Heather Rumley, Jeffery 
and Christinah Moagi 
(Primabeth Msiza), Jones 
and Lenah Phago, John 
and Lois Mixon 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links  

to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 

Josh Mack 
Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Nkadimeng 

Judith Maogi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 
Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Josephina Molekoa 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Ruth Segoa 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

Completing new home– R200,000.00/$28,500.00 

*cabinets, sinks, tile, cupboards for bedrooms, light fixtures 

Furnishings for new home– R300,000.00/$42,0000 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 


