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Colossians 3:12 

“So, as those who have 

been chosen of God, holy 

and beloved, put on a 

heart of compassion, 

kindness, humility, gen-

tleness and patience.” 
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save the 14% vat (tax) 

off most items that are 

purchased at Bethesda.  

That is a huge savings 

for us and we praise the 

Lord for this. 

Please continue to pray 

for progress in having 

the building plans ap-

proved.  As I have  

mentioned in previous  

update letters, there is 

nothing that I can do to 

speed this process up, 

although, I certainly 

wish I could.   

Please enjoy reading the 

update and be  

encouraged by all that 

God is doing in South 

Africa at Bethesda. 

 

With great joy, 

 

John Mixon, for the  

Bethesda team 

Dear Friends, 

It is such a joy to serve 

the Lord at Bethesda.  It 

is because of you that 

many children’s lives 

are being changed  

today.  Children who 

were living in squalor, 

in ‘child headed’ homes, 

or being raised by  

grannies who could not 

afford to feed or clothe 

the children, are now 

being cared for by a cou-

ple who love them and 

are teaching and  

training them in  

righteousness.   

Often, when I am  

speaking to churches, I 

talk about what true 

compassion looks like.  

The definition of  

compassion is, “a  

feeling of deep  

sympathy and sorrow 

for another's suffering 

and misfortune,  

accompanied by a  

desire to alleviate the 

pain and remove its 

cause.”  However – true 

biblical compassion 

takes it a step further, 

beyond just the feeling 

of sympathy and a  

desire to alleviate the 

pain, and adds an  

action.  Jesus showed 

compassion and Mark 

6:34 says that, “He had 

compassion on them,  

because they were like 

sheep without a shepherd.”    

We all know that the 

action came through the 

ultimate sacrifice of God 

sending His own Son 

from Heaven to earth, to 

pay the penalty for our 

sin so that He could be 

the Shepherd for a lost 

and dying world.  I 

think you would agree 

that without that su-

preme sacrificial action, 

there would not have 

been ‘TRUE’  

compassion.  Thank you 

for showing Christ’s 

kind of compassion for 

those who are hurting 

and in distress.  

Thank you for praying 

for Bethesda.  It is our 

goal to become more 

and more a South  

African ministry and 

one of the ways that 

happens is by having 

more funds raised for 

Bethesda in South  

Africa.  Just last week, 

we heard from the South 

African Revenue Service 

that we are now a tax 

exempt organization.  

That means that we will 
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New Additions to the Family! 

Over the last two months we have welcomed two new additions to the 

Bethesda family! These additions make our houses full again and we 

are more anxious than ever to see the approval granted for construction 

on our new childcare home. 

Primabeth James was born to Jack and Maria 

Msiza in early July. His siblings have wel-

comed him with open arms! They were so 

excited to finally meet him after waiting for a 

LONG time! He’s growing quickly and his 

big brothers can’t wait for him to be able to 

come out and play soccer with them. 

 

Petunia was placed in the Sithole’s home in late July. 

She completes the Sithole family and they are 

thrilled to have her. She’s busy getting used to new 

siblings, a new school, and an altogether new rou-

tine. Her sweet smile and excited spirit are a blessing 

to have around Bethesda! 

To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Upcoming 

Events 
 

Please be in prayer for 

these events coming 

up in the life of Be-

thesda residents and 

staff! 

 

August 

24-26 Parent/Teacher 

Conferences (JCA) 

 

September 

9-John and Lois 

Mixon return to   

Bethesda 

11-12– Staff Retreat 

23– Heritage Day 

celebration (JCA) 

Term 3 ends 

 

October 

5– Term 4 begins 

(JCA) 

9-10 Bethesda Board 

meeting On July 25th, a bush fire started just outside our property and quickly grew out 

of control burning all the long grass on the Bethesda grounds. We are thankful 

for the staff and older children who helped protect the houses and other build-

ings with water and backfires as they worked tirelessly until the fire was out.  

Not only was everyone on the property and our buildings kept safe, but also all 

those in the neighbouring community as everyone worked to keep the fire from 

spreading beyond our property. It was easy to see God’s sovereign hand and 

His protection in the events of the day. 

We have also been able to use the fire to teach a variety of lessons in the homes 

and at school. Already the green grass is poking through the black soot remind-

ing us that even 

when a trial looks 

devastating, God 

can bring strength, 

renewal and good! 

Rejoicing in God’s Protection 

The results of the fire  
For more pictures see www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Before 

After 
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Back to School 

This month, as many in America are just gathering their school supplies, registering for 

classes, meeting teachers, and getting into the routine of school, we thought we’d introduce 

you to the students at Jabulane Christian Academy. JCA’s school year is over halfway done as 

we are in the middle of our third term of the year. On the following pages you will find some 

writing or pictures from most of our classes. Enjoy getting a sneak peek in our classrooms. 

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Scenes from Grade R (Kindergarten) 

The children in Grade R recently drew pictures of their community that they decided to 

share with you. 

By Thembi, 6, part of the Sithole 
family 

By Albert, 6, part of the Msiza family 

By Tumelo, 5, son of housepar-
ents John and Primrose Kolokoto 

By Justice, 8, attends JCA from a 
community home 

By Amogelang, 5, part of the Kolokoto family 

By Gontse, 6, living in the Msiza 
family 
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More from Grade R 

 

By Rebecca, 6, attends JCA from a  
community home 

By Masego, 6, attends JCA from 
a community home 

By Lesego, 6, attends JCA from 
a community home 

By Sello, 8, attends JCA from a  
community home 

By Ororiseng, 6, attends JCA from 
a community home 

By Phetogo, 5, attends JCA from a  
community home 

By Jack, 5, part of the  
Kolokoto family 

Grade R students hard at work! 
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Ps 119:73a says, “Your hands have made me and fashioned me.”  During 

morning devotions, Ma’am Maboea has worked very hard to help Grade 

1 to understand that God has fashioned them exactly as He intended – 

that He made them perfectly – He didn’t make any mistakes!  A few 

weeks later, Mama Carol was helping them to understand that we are 

not perfect because all of us have sinned.  Mama Carol had asked the 

children, “are you perfect?” and most of the Grade 1 students shook their heads, “yes.” You can 

imagine how confused they were as that was exactly the opposite of what 

they thought Ma’am Ma-

boea was telling 

them.  Ma’am Maboea will 

continue to help them un-

derstand the difference 

between being created ex-

actly as God intended and 

being without sin.  

Are You Perfect– Grade 1 Is :) 

Here are some of the “favorites” of the Grade 2 students: 

 

GMS (7, son of houseparents George and Flora Sithole) Olinda (9, part of the Phago family) 

Favorite Subject: Numeracy Favorite Subject: Literacy 

Favorite Activity: PE Favorite Color: Red 

Favorite Color: Blue  

 

Happy (13, attends JCA from a community home) Konyana (8, part of the Matjeni family) 

Favorite Activity: Soccer Favorite Activity: PE 

Favorite Color: Yellow Favorite Color: Green 

 

Gift (7, attends JCA from a community home) Kanyo  

Favorite Activity: Soccer (8, attends JCA from a community home)  

Favorite Color: Green Favorite Activity: PE 

 Favorite Color: Blue 

 

Lerato (8, attends JCA from a community home) 

Favorite Activity: PE 

Favorite: Color: Purple 

Getting to Know Grade 2 

By Lerato 

By Happy 

Above : by Maria, 8, part of the 
Shikwambane family 
Below: by Tshenolo, 7, attends 
JCA from a community home 

Grade 1 students write about 
their birthdays. 

Grade  2 studying 
diligently! 

Grade 2 students,  
Konyana and Happy 
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What We Enjoy the Most at School by Grades 3 and 4 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are the grade three and four students at Jabulane Christian 

Academy. We want to tell you about our favourite parts of school. 

We start snack at 11:00. We like to bring fruit and vegetables, brown bread and margarine, 

and polony and cheese. On Monday, Miss Rumley likes to bring peanut butter and give us 

some. We are messy and we make crumbs, we shout and we talk and make too much 

noise! When it is someone’s birthday we like to eat cake and sing the song of birthday. We 

like vanilla, chocolate, and mint cakes. Two times we’ve had cakes like a basketball and 

soccer ball. 

After snack, we go to break! We play soccer to win, but not everyone plays soccer.  When 

we score goals we have to make sure we are passing straight, not out of bounds. Some-

times Lawrence’s team beats Bongani’s team, but sometimes they beat us. Miss Small 

sometimes plays soccer and she is good at playing soccer. If we don’t play soccer, we 

might play at the playground. We sometimes play at the swings or on the slide. Some girls 

play touch (tag). If we’ve pulled some cards, you can’t play soccer or on the playground. 

You have to always sit on the floor until your time is done. 

When break is done we have five minutes to get to the carpet for read aloud. We like to 

listen to Miss Small and Miss Rumley read. The favourite books we’ve read this year are: 

James and the Giant Peach, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Mouse and the Motorcycle, 

Charlotte’s Web, and The Series of Unfortunate Events. After we read books, when the book is 

done, we watch the movie sometimes. 

Two of our favourite special classes are PE and library! PE is on Tuesday at one o’clock. 

Uncle Aldert, Miss Small, or Miss Rumley teach PE. Our favourite games to play at PE are: 

soccer, flag football, volleyball, and kickball. At library, we can take out two or three 

books to enjoy. Our favourite kinds of books to check out are about: animals, the human 

body, dogs, bears, cooking, soccer, playing basketball and netball, and the Bible. 

Thanks ladies and gentlemen for reading about the favourite parts of our school day. We 

love school! 

Grade 
3 & 4 

students 

Enjoying snack time...and 
being a little silly too! 



Page 7 Raised to Praise 

 

A Day in the Life of Grades 5 and 6 

Devotions: 8-8:30 by Kgothatso (12, part of the Matjeni family) 

At school we have devotions. During devotion, we have prayer and praise. In prayer & praise we 

share our requests. After prayer and praise we sing Christian songs. I like Heart of Worship. I enjoy 

this song very much! After singing we have a Bible lesson taught by Miss Rumley. Last week we 

were learning about peace. Miss Rumley is a very, very good Bible teacher. She reads the Bible 

clearly and you can even understand her.  

Literacy: 8:30-10:00 by Riah (11, attends JCA from a community home) 

Spelling is my favourite subject! I like it because I get good marks. Spelling helps children to know 

the words. Some children don’t know the spelling of words, even people who are old. In grammar 

we learn a lot of things. One week we learn about something like prepositions or adverbs and 

much more. Sometimes on Fridays we take a test. Reading is nice because it helps you understand 

English. Every day we like to read. I know many stories. Literacy helps you to read and speak 

English well. 

Mathematics: 10:00-11:00 by Bongani (11, part of the Phago home) 

What I like about maths is that you learn more. We practice old stuff like times tables. Times tables 

are not that easy. When you play Around the World you will come out if you don’t know them. 

Then when you are done practicing old stuff you practice new stuff like fractions but you don’t 

just work on it, the teacher must show you how to do it. Then the teacher says do the first 5 then 

come to me. Then when you understand, you are fine, but when you don’t understand, the teacher 

will help you until you understand. We go on little by little and then we will  know how to do 

them.  

Read Aloud: 11:30-12:00 by Masego (11, part of the Matjeni family) 

After break we line up. Then we go to Miss Rumley or Miss Small’s room with the grades 3 and 4 

students. We do read aloud there. Read aloud is when one of the teachers reads us a chapter book 

and we listen. Sometimes we earn tickets to watch the movie that goes along with our book. We 

also earn tickets to eat popcorn while we watch the movie. We make predictions of what is going 

to happen in the movie and the book. Read aloud is FUN! 

Natural Science 12:00-12:30 (MWF) by Shane (13, part of the Matjeni family) 

After break we have NS. NS stands for natural science. First Miss Small does an introduction. 

Then we read from our textbooks. Then we discuss what we read about the topic. Then we do our 

own work. Then we might do projects together and have fun! 

Grades 3-6 
enjoying 
break 
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A Day in the Life of Grades 5 and 6– continued 

Life Orientation 12:00-12:30 (T/Th) by Lawrence (14, part of the Shikwambane family) 

Miss Small teaches us LO. In LO we learn about what are the important stages in our lives. In LO 

we like to work in groups. When we finish, we do our work. Sometimes we do projects with 

friends. We do LO 2 times each week.  

Tswana 12:30-1:00 (MW) by Moeletsi 

We have Tswana 2 days a week, Monday and Wednesday. Ma’am Molekoa is our teacher for 

Tswana. Sometimes we have tests. Tswana is good for us because we were born with Tswana. We 

have Tswana in our classroom. We are learning about drugs and bad life choices in Tswana. 

Economics 12:30-1 (T) by Riah 

In our class we have EMS (economic management sciences). EMS helps you to know about VAT 

(value added tax) and taxes. This is an important thing you have to know, so that when you 

grown up, you know them. In EMS we work on tests. We first talk about it all week. When we 

write a test it is nice because you already learned it. EMS is not everyday, but I wish it could be 

every day. Sometime we work on projects. I like projects because we draw or paint. 

Arts & Culture 12:30-1 (F) by Shane 

We have arts and culture once a week. Everyone loves it! We sometimes have projects. Sometimes 

we learn about primary colours, dance or music. We also have special teachers like Miss Finklea 

and Auntie Becca. They teach us how to dance to Christian songs. 

Social Science 1-1:30 (MWThF) by Moeletsi 

After break, sometimes we do SS (social studies and geography) What I like about SS is, you learn 

about history. Sometimes we go to the reading corner and we read. After we read, we discuss with 

the teacher and if you have a question, you must raise your hand. When we are done discussing 

we do some work. If in-class work is not done, you must do it at your seat. If you are done with in-

class work, you can do homeworks like spelling, 3x, maths, English, reading and SS or you can go 

to the reading corner and read a book. Most of the time we do not have tests in SS and most of the 

time we do not have homework.  

 
Left: Lawrence drums for song time Above: relaxing during read aloud 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links  

to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 

Josh Mack 
Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Nkadimeng 

Judith Maogi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 
Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Josephina Molekoa 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Ruth Segoa 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

Completing new home– R200,000.00/$28,500.00 

*cabinets, sinks, tile, cupboards for bedrooms, light fixtures 

Furnishings for new home– R300,000.00/$42,0000 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

From the Lips of Children 
During exam time, Prudence was asked how 

her tests were going. She thought she was go-

ing well on all of them...except Afrikaans. 

When asked if she was listening in class she 

gave the following explanation: “I do listen, but 

it went in here (pointing to her left ear) and got 

out there (pointing to her right ear).” We sug-

gested an earplug for that right ear.  


