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“For you created my in-

most being; 

you knit me together in 

my mother’s womb. 

I praise you because I am 

fearfully and wonderfully 

made; 

your works are  

wonderful,  

I know that full well.  

 My frame was not 

hidden from you  

when I was made in the 

secret place. 

When I was woven to-

gether in the depths of the 

earth,  

 your eyes saw my 

unformed body. 

All the days ordained for 

me were written in your 

book before one of them 

came to be.  

How precious to me are 

your thoughts, O God! 

How vast is the sum of 

them! “  

Ps. 139:14-17 
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before they will grant the 

approval of the site 

plans.  On Monday, 

when I met with the men 

involved, they said that it 

could still take up to 3 

months longer for this 

process.  Please pray 

with us that it will not 

take that long.  It was 

discouraging news to 

bring back to our Be-

thesda team who are all 

anxiously awaiting the 

green light. 

There are many who 

write notes of  

encouragement and  

remind me that they are 

praying for Bethesda - 

thank you!  We are  

sincerely grateful for 

those who pray earnestly 

for this ministry and help 

to keep this ministry  

going through financial 

gifts.  I can say with the 

Apostle Paul, “I thank 

my God every time I  

remember you.”  

Persevering with great 

joy! 

 

 

John Mixon, for the  

Bethesda team 

In June 2010, 

for the first 

time ever, 

South Africa 

will host the 

World Cup 

Soccer tour-

nament.   A 

few weeks ago, SA held 

the Confederate Cup 

tournament which is the 

prelude to next year’s big 

event.  If you followed 

the tournament, you will 

know that USA received 

2nd place and South  

Africa, 4th place.  We 

were all hoping that 

South Africa and the 

USA would play against 

each other in the final 

match.  I wish you could 

have heard the  

children’s 

excitement about these 

tournaments.  On  

property, there were  

several USA/South Afri-

can soccer matches  

between the children.  

They all had a lot of fun!  

I tell you that because the 

excitement about soccer 

is the same kind of  

excitement 

we would 

like to see 

in the  

children 

about  

running the 

race of life 

toward their 

eternal  

finish so that 

someday, 

when they 

see Him face 

to face, He will be able to 

say to them, “well done, 

my child.”  I am  

committed to  

encouraging our staff to 

live before our children 

in a manner that  

exemplifies a godly, 

humble spirit, showing 

that they are gripped by 

the goodness and  

greatness of God.   

We are thankful for your 

prayers regarding the 

approval of the site plans 

and the process for the 

Village Proclamation.  As 

you might know, this has 

delayed the start of 

building our next 

house.  The approval has 

been granted for the  

Village  

Proclamation, but now 

we begin working 

through the 17-page 

document of 

require-

ments that 

still need to 

be imple-

mented  
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New Children at Bethesda 

As mentioned in our last update, three sweet girls recently arrived at 

Bethesda to join the Sithole family.  Lebo (12), Julia (11), and Thembi (6) 

arrived with only the clothes on their backs.  The girls were hungry, 

sad, and longing to belong to someone.  They have already begun to 

look healthier and are adjusting well to their new family surroundings.   

 

In a week or so, we will have a new girl arriving who will also become 

part of the Sithole family.  She is coming from a difficult family  

situation and has been moved from Auntie to Auntie until the  

authorities stepped in and made arrangements for her to come to  

Bethesda.  Please pray for Petunia that God will prepare her heart so 

that she will quickly adjust to  

Bethesda and to her new family.  

 

When Petunia is placed at  

Bethesda, we will once again be 

completely full.  Please pray that 

God will open up doors so that 

more children can be cared for at 

Bethesda. 

To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Upcoming 

Events 
 

Please be in prayer for 

these events coming 

up in the life of Be-

thesda residents and 

staff! 

 

July 

20– Term 3 begins at 

JCA 

24– Roger and Carol 

Cryan arrive 

29– Jennifer Neal 

(intern) departs 

 

August 

3– Rachel Palma 

(intern) departs 

15– Continuing Edu-

cation– Roger Cryan 

teaching 

17-19 Parent/Teacher 

Conferences (JCA) 

 

September 

9-John and Lois 

Mixon return to   

Bethesda 

11-12– Houseparent 

Retreat 

16– Continuing Edu-

cation with Charles 

DeKiwiet teaching 

23– Heritage Day 

celebration (JCA) 

Term 3 ends 

 

October 

5– Term 4 begins 

(JCA) 

9-10 Bethesda Board 

meeting 

During the last week of term 2, the grade 3 through 

6 students had to take final exams in each of their  

subjects. When taking his 

exam in Economic  

Management Sciences,  

Alfred Msiza (grade 4), son 

of houseparents Jack and 

Maria Msiza, had to answer 

a question about needs and 

wants. He thought about 

the question, “What does 

every community need?” 

He quickly wrote “money, houses, food,  

houseparents. :) We completely agree! 

From the Lips of Children 

The Sithole ladies: Lebo, Florah, and Julia 
Thembi and Mahlatsi 

Brothers Rudolph, Alfred, and 
Moeletsi 
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A House Parent’s Story 

Fritz and Masello Shikwambane joined the Be-

thesda family in 2003. Their friends, Jones and 

Lenah Phago, had talked to them about Bethesda 

and they made inquiry for a house parent posi-

tion.  Before coming to Bethesda with their son 

Gomolemo, Fritz was a supervisor in a factory.  

He would leave his home early Monday morn-

ings and work through the week for 6 days and 

only then return to his family.  Fritz, however, 

desired to serve the Lord and spend 

more time with his family.  Both Fritz 

and Masello were 

touched by the needs of the children at Bethesda and made 

the decision to join the ministry as houseparents. 

 

As you spend time with the Shikwambanes, you soon recog-

nize the love that God has given them for loving and shep-

herding their children.   Masello is the first to admit that it is 

not an easy responsibility to be the mother to 7 orphans as 

well as their son; but, in spite of the many challenges, the 

 blessings far outweigh them.   

 

Fritz and Masello desire to be godly parents who effectively shepherd the hearts of their 

children for the glory of God.  Their prayer is that when the children leave Bethesda, they 

will be children who love and serve their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Please pray for the Shikwambane family!   

• Several of the children are teenagers now and it is exciting to see them stretch their 

wings a bit toward independence.  It is also a joy to see them faithfully serving in their local 

church. 

• Pray for Fritz who is not only the houseparent super-

visor at Bethesda, but also the Pastor of their church, fa-

ther to the children, and husband to his wife.  He says 

that he wants to excel in all things. 

• Pray for Masello as she mothers their children and 

seeks to be a godly example for them. 

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Fritz and Masello 

The Shikwambane family 
Back: Tumelo, Lerato, Lawrence, Prudence, Gomolemo 

Middle: Fritz and Masello 
Front: Maria, Steve, Joey 
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Good Byes and Hellos 

Miss Joanna Culver was a short term missionary who 

taught Grade 2 for the past 6 months at Bethesda.  I 

know that the children learned so much from her both 

in and out of her classroom.  Although we teased her a 

lot about staying longer, she needed to return to the 

USA so that she could organize a more permanent 

teaching job for this coming fall.  Please pray for her as 

she seeks the right 

position.  We want 

to thank her for  

being a part of  

Bethesda and we 

will all miss her  

tremendously!   

 

Miss M. Ruth Segoa is our new Grade 2 teacher.  Miss 

Segoa is a qualified teacher from one of our local 

churches here in the Hammanskraal-Temba area.  She 

comes to us with many different teaching experiences and with the excitement of getting 

to know the children and teaching them many new things.  She has been working hard to 

adjust to new learning materials and to taking over a class in the middle of the school 

year.  We are very excited to see how God uses this new teacher in the lives of both the 

Grade 2 class as well as the rest of the school.  Please pray that both Miss Segoa and the 

students will quickly adjust to one another.    

Joanna and Grade 2 

Miss Segoa and some of her students: 
Konyana, GMS, Happy, Peter, Gift, Lerato, and Kanyo 
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We are so thankful for our interns!  Rachel, Alyssa, and Jennifer have been at Bethesda 

during the school holidays.  They have been able to make good use of their time by  

tutoring children who are behind or struggling in some of their subjects.  In addition, they 

have organized the children to help them bake cookies, play soccer, ride bicycles, jump 

rope, play table games, hike around the property, and much more.   

 

If anyone is interested in serving at Bethesda in short-term missions or as an intern, please 

contact us at rcyan@ebm.org.  

Thankful For Our Interns 

 
Top: Rachel with Jack, Tumelo, 
and Dipuo 
 
Bottom, Jennifer, Rachel, and 
Alyssa after a sleepover with 
the younger girls at the team 
center 

Top: Alyssa with Lebo 
 
Left: Jennifer and Lien-
kie 

Jennifer, Lebo, and Julia work on 
multiplication 

Rachel helps Lebo  
on some challenging 

spelling work 

Jennifer and  
Siyabonga have 
fun during game 

night 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links  

to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 

Josh Mack 
Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 

Jack and Maria Msiza 

George and Florah Sithole 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Nkadimeng 

Judith Maogi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 
Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

George Sithole 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Josephina Molekoa 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Ruth Segoa 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

Completing new home– R200,000.00/$28,500.00 

*cabinets, sinks, tile, cupboards for bedrooms, light fixtures 

Furnishings for new home– R300,000.00/$42,0000 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 


