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Psalm 30:11, 12 

“You turned my 

wailing into danc-

ing; you removed 

my sackcloth and 

clothed me with 

joy, 12 that my 

heart may sing to 

you and not be si-

lent. O LORD my 

God, I will give 

you thanks for-

ever.”  
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provision over the past 

months and I want you 

to know the depth of 

gratitude I have for your 

involvement.  Your 

prayers and gifts are vi-

tal toward the on-going 

vision of Bethesda:  to 

see disciples of Christ 

emerge from this place.  

May God bless each of 

you for your part in this 

ministry. 

 

Persevering with great 

joy, 

 

John Mixon for the Be-

thesda team 

Dear Praying Friends, 

On May 23rd, Lois and I 

arrived back in South 

Africa just in time to be-

gin houseparent training  

for George and Florah 

Sithole, as well as for a 

couple from the States 

who are endeavoring to 

begin a similar ministry.  

The two-week training 

is intense and compre-

hensive.  Each day is 

filled with biblical train-

ing in different areas 

such as husband/wife 

relationships, parenting 

skills, conflict resolution, 

confidentiality, nutri-

tion, HIV/AIDS, and 

much more. 

George and Florah have 

now completed their 

training and already 

have 6 new children in 

their home.  We praise 

the Lord for this godly 

couple and ask that you 

remember to pray for 

them as they seek to be 

godly parents.  It is their 

goal to show the love of 

Christ, teach and train 

the children using the 

Word of God, and disci-

pline them in a God-

honoring way. 

Our building plans for 

the new home have not 

yet been approved.   I 

keep phoning and sev-

eral weeks ago they said 

that we would see the 

approval by the end of 

the week.  Please pray 

that it will come through 

soon.  Our builder is 

ready and anxious to 

begin construction. 

I want to sincerely thank 

you for your faithful 

support of Bethesda 

Outreach Ministries.  I 

stand amazed at God’s 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 
 

a ministry of  

Evangelical Baptist Missions 
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Mary and Peter 

Saturday, June 13th, was the 

date for a beautiful wedding 

hosted at Bethesda.  Mary 

Nkadimeng became an orphan 

at 14 years old.  Ultimately, 

she became the one in charge 

of this child-headed home.  

Through the weeks and years, 

Mary struggled to find food to 

feed her younger brothers and 

sisters.  Knowing she was the one responsible for her home, she was 

not able to go on to University although she had tested very well on her 

Matric (Grade 12) exams.  One day, a Bethesda staff member met Mary 

and saw the great need for her and her family.  They offered her a job 

in their home and through their witness, she came to know Christ as 

the One who loved her and gave Himself for her.  Later, Bethesda made 

the decision to hire her as a relief housemother.  Mary has been faithful 

through the years of working at Bethesda. 

Last year, Christ Seminary brought some of the men who are studying 

to be pastors, to Bethesda for some training.  They had some intense 

study, but during some of the breaks, Peter was looking around the 

property of Bethesda.  Most people look at our beautiful buildings, the 

school, or the children - but not Peter.  Someone had caught his eye.  It 

was Mary. 

In the days, weeks, and months ahead, the couple realized that the rela-

tionship was growing and they decided that they would get married.  It 

was a joy to see how God brought this 

godly couple together.  We were a wit-

ness of their vows to one another and 

will hold them accountable before God 

to the commitment that they have 

made.  We look forward to how God is 

going to use them in the future.  To 

God be the glory! 

To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Prayer 

Requests: 
 

•Pray for the chil-
dren who do not 
know Christ as 
their Lord and 
Savior. 

•Pray for wisdom 
and discernment 
as we make deci-
sions for the fu-
ture of Bethesda. 
•Pray for the ad-
justments of the 
new children. 

• Pray that the 
building plans will 
soon be ap-
proved. 

•Pray that God 
will continue to 
meet the financial 
needs for the on-
going operation 
of Bethesda. 
•Pray that our 
children, who 
know Christ, will 
continue to learn, 
be willing to 
change, and grow 
in their walk with 

the Lord. 

Lois, Mary, Peter, 
and John 

Mary and Peter 
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A Day at a Wedding at Bethesda 

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Two tents were set up– one for the 
guests of honor and the ceremony, 
and one for cooking lunch. 

Everyone dressed in their 
finest. Above: Julia, Thembi, 
Olinda, Mahlatsi, Konyana 

Below: Peter and Lethabo 

The guests danced and sang to meet the 
bride after she arrived at the property. 

The wedding party danced their way to the 
tent for the ceremony. 

Many speakers shared 
throughout the day 

Peter danced his way to get his bride 

August, Mary’s brother walked 
her down the aisle to meet  

Peter 
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A Day at a Wedding at Bethesda– continued 

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

The theme for the day was God’s goodness. During the 
ceremony there were many praise songs with dancing 

celebrating His awesome goodness to us! 

Peter and Mary exchanging vows 

Cutting the cake during the second ceremony 

Jones and Lenah Phago have played a special 
role in Mary’s life for several years. In addition 
to working together at Bethesda, Jones is also 
her pastor and preached for the wedding.  

Lenah also helped with much of the preparation 

Mary– enjoying the day 
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Busisiwe 

Nearly every month, newborn babies are abandoned by 

their mothers at Jubilee Hospital in Temba.  Some of these 

babies find loving adoptive homes within weeks while oth-

ers end up spending months or years in their hospital cribs.  

Bethesda met a special little one while visiting Jubilee’s infant ward in early January of 2003.  

She was a nameless, tiny baby girl whose mother was sick and too young to care for her.   

 

Busi has grown up in the houseparent home of Elias and Mamitjie Matjeni.  She joined their 

family as a 3-month old infant and is now 7 years old.  Busi enjoys playing with others, be-

ing a “social butterfly,” helping her mommy and siblings, laughing, and singing. 

 

We watched with great joy as she excitedly danced down the aisle as the flower girl at Mary 

and Peter’s wedding.  She was very careful to make sure she didn’t miss a step.  My, how 

she has grown!  

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Gift and Busi  

Busi and Papa 
John 

Busi with Auntie 
Tonya 

Mary and Peter 
Busi and Gift 

Busi and her papa, 
Elias 
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New Children at Bethesda 

 We are thankful to welcome 3 sisters to Bethesda and the Sithole home.  George and Florah 

reported that the girls had a difficult time going to sleep the first night because they were so 

excited to have a warm, clean bed to sleep in with a soft fluffy pillow.  Please pray that God 

will work in the lives of these precious girls as they make the adjustment to a new home.  

Also, pray for George and Florah as they seek to guide these young lives according to God’s 

truth. 

Another exciting event for the 
girls was getting to start  
attending school. The smiles on 
their faces as they prepared for 
the day were a delight to see! 

Lebo, Thembi, and Julia 

From the Lips of Children 

 The Kolokoto Family has been learning the Lord’s Prayer to-

gether. Dipuo, who is two and a half and always impressing 

us with her verbal prowess, was trying to say it on her own. 

She got off to a great start before a little ad libbing… “Our Fa-

ther, who is in heaven, ‘Hello my darling, hello my darling, 

hello my darling!’” She’s off to a good beginning and will keep 

working to hide God’s Word in her heart. 

Lebo, Julia, and Thembi joined Jun-
ior, Thabiso and Mahlatsi in the 
Sithole’s home. They are all adjusting 
to their new life together! 
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Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Your business tag line here. 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 

Josh Mack 
Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 

Jack and Maria Msiza 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Nkadimeng 

Judith Maogi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 
Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Josephina Molekoa 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Joanna Culver 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

Completing new home– R200,000.00/$28,500.00 

*cabinets, sinks, tile, cupboards for bedrooms, light fixtures 

Furnishings for new home– R300,000.00/$42,0000 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 


