
 

A Note from the Teacher’s 
Desk 

I was a bit 
at loss to know what to say in my 
newsletter this month as I had 
pretty much informed you of the 
biggest event that’s been going 
on in my Special Bulletin. I then I 
got the idea to have my friend, 
Ayanda, tell you about Bethesda 
from his perspective. Ayanda is 
former Bethesda child that has 

since moved on. He still main-
tains a relationship with many of 
the people at Bethesda and  
recently sought out my help with 
some tutoring as he prepares to 
write his Matric exams 
(something like a GED or GQE in 
the US). I wrote out the following 
questions for Ayanda and these 
are his thoughts and words: 
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What to say...  

Upcoming Events 

Public Holiday-

Worker’s Day (NO 

SCHOOL) 

5/1 

Mamitjie Matjeni’s 

(House Mother)-

Birthday 

5/7 

Al & Nancy Teed 

Depart 

5/9 

John Jackson Team 

Arrives 

5/12 

Interns Rachel, Abi-

gail & Kari Arrive 

5/12 

Tenative Date for 

New Houseparents 

Move in (Sitholes) 

5/15 

Elvis Raphakagadi’s

(maintenance worker)- 

Birthday 

5/16 

John Jackson Team 

Departs 

5/18 

Training begins for 

our new houseparents 

and continues through 

the 29th of May 

5/18 

Mixons Return from 

US 

5/23 

Masello Shikwam-

bane’s (House 

Mother)- Birthday 

5/27 

Michele to US 5/27 

Parent/Teacher Con-

ferences @ JCA 

5/18 

Parent/Teacher Con-

ferences @ JCA 

5/19 

Parent/Teacher Con-

ferences @ JCA 

5/20 

Continuing Ed. For 

houseparents  

5/20 

Tonya Small-Bethesda Outreach 
Hammanskraal South Africa 

Bethesda gave me a strong  
foundation of my life. Before, I 
never had a foundation, every-
thing I did was falling apart.  
Bethesda introduced me to this 
person I never knew about and it 
taught me about him and the 
benefits of knowing this guy, 
which is the creator of heaven 
and earth, GOD Almighty. I was 
taught in everything I do or say, 

the Lord must be put first, well, 
guess what, to this very day, the 
Lord is the first person in my life. 
Bethesda never stopped teaching 
about God. Bethesda was and is 
my home. I’ll never forget her 
teachings and her education as a 
whole. Bethesda protected me 
from the outside world I was  
exposed to before and kept me 
from my habits which were bad. 

How did Bethesda help you? 

Bethesda is a place of healing. It 
healed me and my brother from 
the wound we had of missing our 
mother, who meant the whole 
world to us!  
Bethesda was a 
place that was  
loving and caring 

and gave us warm love. Bethesda 
is a place for orphans. If you want 
the Lord, you will find him in Be-
thesda from the people with their 

long time smiles 
and everywhere 
from children to 
adults.  

What does Bethesda mean to you? 



Bethesda Field Address: 

Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 SA 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

EBM’s Mailing Address: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

P.O. Box 781438 

Indianapolis IN 46278 

317-872-4488 

Bethesda is still my home, my school, and a place where I find help 
and hope. When I come across difficulties, I go to Bethesda to find 
help. Bethesda is helping me build my house on the foundation it built 
for me. They never gave up on me. They advise, encourage and find 
good teachers for where I struggle.  

Prayer Requests: 

• Contacts with churches and  

individuals for presentations  

during my time at home in June/July  

• That God would raise up partners 

for the future of my ministry at 

Bethesda 

• New houseparents that will be mov-

ing in soon to begin houseparent 

training before receiving children 

in June 

Praises: 

• Opportunity to see what living off 

property would be like through a 

month long house-sitting experience 

in Pretoria 

• Opportunity to tutor a former  

Bethesda child as he prepares for 

his graduation exams 

• Term 2 is off to a VERY good start 

• Opportunities to serve others 

Maths, maths, maths...I never was able to solve much maths problems. I tried and tried and tried until my head 
felt like it was going to explode any minute. Grandpa Teed helped  and helped, but I always find wrong an-
swers, maybe one right. Then from nowhere we came to thing about this teacher Miss Small and we asked her 
for help. She said, with a big smile, “YES! I can help.” First it was like she was trying to teach me but my brain 
was a stone and she found a way to sharpen me. Oh yes, she did! With-in two weeks my brain started to 
grown faster and faster. That’s when I knew she wasn’t kidding when she told me she talks, sleeps, eats, walks, 
and loves maths. Oh yes, she does...I see it!  ~Ayanda (18 years) 

How does Bethesda still play a role in your life? 

If you  or anyone you know are 

interested in scheduling a  

presentation while I am home 

from June 27– July 17, please 

email me and let me know. I am 

praying that support  

commitments will come in soon 

and I will have a good idea of 

where my support level is by the 

end of my time at home. 

For those of you  who are often curious about 

the weather over here, we have recently made 

the jump (seemingly overnight) from fall into 

winter. I officially broke out my hat, scarf and 

gloves this morning while I was on play-

ground duty. I also had a terrible time getting my kids 

out on the playground before school so the teachers 

could work in their rooms and then meet for prayer in 

peace. As I walked around hunting stray students out 

of various classrooms, I was often met with an on-slot 

of “it’s cold!” To which, I so lovingly replied…”I 

know, but I’m cold too and I’m outside :)!” 


