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“This is a trustworthy 

statement; and con-

cerning these things I 

want you to speak con-

fidently, so that those 

who have believed God 

may be careful to en-

gage in good deeds.  

These things are good 

and profitable for 

men.” 

 

Titus 3:8 
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pray for the staff needs 

at Bethesda.  You can 

visit our website to see 

some of the positions 

available. 

Janet Cooper is working 

to raise her support and 

would like to be at Be-

thesda as soon as possi-

ble.  Please continue 

pray for her as she still 

has support needs. 

Thank you again so 

much for all your faith-

ful prayers and gifts. 

Bethesda is God’s minis-

try and you have been 

used mightily to help 

build this ministry to 

what it is today.  It is 

exciting to see how the 

body of Christ works 

together to rescue or-

phans for the glory of 

God. 

Praising God in all 

things, 

John Mixon for the Be-

thesda team 

God continues to bless 

Bethesda in so many 

ways. Lois and I are 

presently in the States 

and are visiting many 

wonderful churches that 

make it possible for us 

to serve in South Africa.  

Keeping churches and 

individuals aware of 

what God is doing is one 

of the ways that Be-

thesda continues to be 

able to meet the needs of 

orphan children.  It is 

just amazing to see how 

many people all over the 

United States are pray-

ing for the work at Be-

thesda. 

We continue to wait for 

the approval of the 

building process.  The 

last word that we re-

ceived was that the pa-

per work we turned in 

was lost and being sub-

mitted again.  Sadly, this 

type of situation hap-

pens all too often and 

tries all of our patience 

as times.  I can say confi-

dently that God is in 

control and knows the 

best timing to build and 

we will not get the ap-

proval one day before 

His perfect plan. 

The Matjeni family con-

tinues to settle into their 

new home.  We are still 

waiting on the paper-

work to be processed so 

that they will begin to 

receive the foster care 

grants.  Please pray for 

this special family as 

they continue to make 

adjustments to their new 

life. 

Praise the Lord with us 

as we have found a new 

houseparent couple!  We 

are thankful for them 

and can’t wait to see 

what God will do in 

their lives and in the 

lives of the children 

whom they will love as 

their own.   We already 

have 3 children to place 

in their home and we 

have committed to take 

4 others.  They will be 

placed when the initial 

training is complete 

when we return to 

South Africa in May. 

Please continue to 
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It is easy to think of Jabulane Christian Academy as simply a place where aca-

demic learning takes place.  Each day as I walk around, I hear students practic-

ing the alphabet (loudly!), saying their numbers, sounding out words, repeating 

the times tables (again and again!) and repeating their verses.  However, Jabu-

lane Christian Academy is much more than that – it is also a mission field.  

Three years ago, we opened our school up to the community to help sustain the 

school financially as well as to give our children greater exposure to others in 

the community.  We now have 19 community children and 26 Bethesda chil-

dren attending the school.  Many have asked whether we were afraid of the bad 

influence of outside children on our children.  While that was a concern, I have 

now realized that the influence of other children on our Bethesda children actu-

ally gives us additional opportunities to evangelize and disciple all of the chil-

dren.   Any influence that the community children have on our children brings 

out what sinful behaviour and wrong desires are 

already present in their hearts.  Yes, it is a bit more 

work and more students end up in my office, but 

what great opportunities to minister to them the 

gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Please continue to 

pray with us as we seek to use each opportunity to 

turn their hearts and minds toward accepting 

Christ or helping them learn to love God more. 

Jabulane Christian Academy:  The Mission Field 

Favourite Family Moments at the Phagos 

Family memories are always special to our children. The 

Phago children shared some favourite times in their family. 

Neo, 15,  enjoys baking with his family (and I’m sure eating 

the results!). Peter, 7, really likes doing the  yard work and 

keeping their house looking neat! Olinda,8, loves having 

her new younger sister Mahlatsi, 2, around! 

They regularly meet for family devotions and Johanna, 14, 

loves those times of correcting, training, rebuking, and 

teaching from God’s Word. Olinda is always im-

pressed that her daddy can teach at church (where he 

is a pastor) and at home.  

All the children in the family agree that they love the 

nights when they are able to host team members in 

their home! They LOVE to get to know the team mem-

bers personally, play games, and entertain them! 

To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Upcoming 

Events 
 

Please be in prayer for 

these events coming 

up in the life of Be-

thesda residents and 

staff! 

 

May 

12-18 John Jackson 

team 

12– Abigail and Kari 

(interns) arrive 

13– Mixons return 

from the US 

27– Michele Geurink 

departs for the 

States 

 

June 

1-11 Community 

Baptist, Edwards-

burg team  

9– Abigail and Kari 

depart 

26– Term 2 at JCA 

ends, Tonya Small 

departs for the 

States 

 

July 

1– Joanna Culver 

departs for the 

States 

9– Michele Geurink 

returns 

20– Term 3 begins at 

JCA 

Above: Thandiwe 
Below: Bongani 
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Memories from the Shikwambane House... 

Recently, the older children in the Shikwambane family, Gomolemo (15), Lerato (15), Tu-

melo (15), Prudence (13) and Lawrence (13) all worked together to answer questions about 

their family.  

Q: What are you learning about  in family devotions? 

A: We are reading in the book of Exodus about how God took the Israelites  out of  Egypt to 

the Promised Land. We also learn that God always keeps his promises. 

Q: What is your favourite part of being in your family? 

A: We are taught about God. We are also given advice about life and its ups and downs. We 

also share good jokes. 

Q: What is your favourite thing to do with your family? 

A: Our favourite things to do with our family are playing games, watching TV, and cooking 

and baking. 

Q: Tell your favourite story about something that has happened in your family. 

A: Our favourite story is when we were challenging each other in building the highest 

tower with the Jenga blocks. Tumelo, the shortest guy, build the tallest tower which reached 

almost to the ceiling (one brick from the ceiling), but then after awhile the tower started 

shaking. We tried holding it steady, but when we let go it fell with a loud crash and we all 

had a good laugh! 

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Left: Prudence, Bottom: Lerato and Tumelo, 
Right: Lawrence 

The Shikwambane Family 
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A House Parents’ Story…. 

 Jones and Lenah Phago joined the Bethesda family in  

2003. Pastor Mashigo, their pastor at that time, recruited them 

to help meet the needs of orphan children by becoming house-

parents at Bethesda.  They were touched by the needs of the 

children that Bethesda was reaching and joined the ministry.   

 By God’s grace, Jones was saved in 1986. He shares, “I 

heard the gospel and God changed my life by seeing that I was 

a sinner. I needed the forgiveness of sins and indeed Jesus 

Christ did that great work in changing my life, Yes, from old 

traditions to the new character.” 

  

 Since becoming house parents at Bethesda, Jones and Lenah 

share that their lives have been changed by the training they have received. “To mention a 

major lesson, is when we were learning about Shepherding a Child’s Heart by Tedd Tripp. 

That was an eye opener to us as a family.” 

  

 The most rewarding part of our ministry has been “learning the importance of rais-

ing children in a godly way so that they may impact their companions with the gospel.  We 

are busy imparting in their lives the treasure revealed unto us through our Saviour, Jesus 

Christ.  It is rewarding to see God accomplishing His purpose through the lives of these 

children.” 

  

 There are still challenges to raising nine children! Helping children transition from 

the old ways to the new ways of life after salvation is just one of them. Also keeping up 

with a toddler at the age of 50 keeps Jones 

and Lenah hopping! 

  

 Jones and Lenah ask that you 

would pray for their children. They desire 

to see God touch and change their lives 

while they are still young. It is their prayer 

that they may win them to the Lord! 

Please also pray for the children and their 

school work as some of their children 

struggle academically.  Pray that God will 

enable them to continue to pursue excel-

lence in all of their work! 

The Phago Family 

Jones and Lenah 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links  

to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 

Josh Mack 
Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 

Jack and Maria Msiza 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Nkadimeng 

Judith Maogi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 
Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Jack Msiza 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Josephina Molekoa 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Joanna Culver 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

 Opportunities to Help 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

Completing new home– R200,000.00/$28,500.00 

*cabinets, sinks, tile, cupboards for bedrooms, light fixtures 

Furnishings for new home– R300,000.00/$42,0000 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 


