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“Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all 

your strength. 

These commandments that I 

give you today are to be upon 

your hearts. 

Impress them on your  

children. 

Talk about them when you 

sit at home and when you 

walk along the road, when 

you lie down and when you 

get up.  

Tie them as symbols on your 

hands and bind them on your 

foreheads.  

Write them on the  

doorframes of your houses 

and on your gates.” 

Deuteronomy 6:5-9 

Raised to Praise 

Inside this issue: 

Prayer and 2 

Available  2 

Teeds Visit 3 

Interviews in 

Progress 

3 

Spotlight on 

Grade R 

3 

From the Lips of 

Children  

4 

shoes and clothes to 

wear, and have proper 

school uniforms.  But 

more importantly, all 4 

children will be loved 

and introduced to Jesus 

Christ, the One who 

gave Himself for them.  

They will have the op-

portunity to know the 

love of Christ and trust 

Him as their personal 

Savior and Lord. 

 

I often find it difficult to 

express how thankful 

we are for you who so 

faithfully pray for and 

give to this ministry.  

God is at work more 

than we could ever ask 

or think.  To God be the 

glory – great things He 

has done. 

 

For His glory alone! 

John, for the Bethesda 

team 

Dear Friends of Be-

thesda, 

 

Great is God’s faithful-

ness to us at Bethesda.  

Daily we are able to see 

God’s hand of provision 

to this ministry and we 

are thankful that this 

ministry operates with 

no debt.  That is only 

because we have friends 

who believe in what we 

are doing as well as be-

ing willing to follow the 

biblical mandate to look 

after orphans in their 

distress. 

 

Patrick, who is a friend 

of ours and a social 

worker, phoned Lois 

and told her that he had 

3 children who needed 

a home.  He came to 

Bethesda to speak to her 

about the children and 

brought along the 

granny of the children 

with him.  They sat and 

talked about the chil-

dren for quite some 

time but the granny 

kept shaking her head 

no – and because some 

of the conversation was 

going on in Tswana , 

Lois could not under-

stand it all.  Finally, Pat-

rick said to Lois, “there 

are not just 3 chil-

dren…..there are 4.”  

These children must be 

removed as soon as pos-

sible from the poor con-

ditions in which they 

are currently living.   

The mother, who is sick 

with AIDS, abandoned 

the children at the 

granny’s house and the 

elderly granny is not in 

a position to care for 

them.  We are thankful 

that Bethesda provides 

a biblical solution for 

these children.  The chil-

dren can soon be in a 

home where they will 

eat regularly, nutri-

tiously, and have 

enough to satisfy their 

hunger.  Their medical 

needs will be met, 

they will have a 

warm bed with a pil-

low to sleep on each 

night, they will have 
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Jabulane Christian Academy has a new teacher this year.  Josephina Molekoa is an experi-

enced teacher who has had many years of teaching experience in many different grades.  She 

is also a mother, Sunday school teacher, and wife.  She is teaching our Grade R 

(Kindergarten) children and what a handful they can be!  There are 12 students in her class, 

many of which do not speak English but that does not bother Mrs. Molekoa – she speaks 

many different languages.  When you first meet her, you will be impressed by her positive 

spirit and her laughter.  In her first interview, she mentioned that she loved to sing and that is 

one of the things that really characterizes her.  When she is preparing in the morning before 

the students arrive, or re-organizing her room after they have all left, you can usually hear 

her singing a beautiful song about the Lord.  We are very thankful for the Lord bringing Mrs. 

Molekoa to join the Bethesda team. 

Spotlight on Grade R 

Teeds Visit to Bethesda 
 

Grandma and Grandpa Teed, who are in their seventies, are a special part of the family of 

Bethesda.  This is their sixth visit since 2003.  God has used Al in great ways.  He assists on 

the property by maintaining our buildings, construction work, working on the tractor, and 

building relationships with our African friends.  Grandma Teed will do whatever is needed, 

cooking for teams, and sometimes it is her encouraging words that are especially helpful in 

times of need.  We are thankful for their faithfulness and love for this ministry. 

To become a missionary or volunteer at Bethesda please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 
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Prayer and Praise at Bethesda 

• Please pray for wisdom as decisions are made daily in regards to the ministry of  

 Bethesda. 

• Please pray for John Mixon and his wife Lois as they travel in the U.S. through 12 May. 

• For the Bethesda team as they carry heavy loads to keep the ministry running smoothly. 

• We praise God for the friends of Bethesda who are so kind and generous for the sake of 

 God’s ministry and caring for orphans. 

• We praise God for our houseparents and teachers who seek daily to model Christ to our 

 children. 

• Please pray for the final approval for the house plans so we can begin to build. 

Interviewing House Parents 

We are thankful for several possibilities for houseparents.  These couples have been recom-

mended by pastors and/or friends.  The selection process usually takes at least 4 interviews 

before we make the final selection.  We are careful with whom we choose because we want 

to know that they will be teaching and training our children to be Christ-like and that they 

live that kind of life before a watching world. 

In the interviews, we ask many questions about their personal relationship with Christ, 

what they believe, their marriage, parenting skills, how they handle finances, how they 

solve problems, and many more.  We are thankful that the selection process has been nar-

rowed to one couple and we will sign a contract with them on the 15th of May.  We will in-

troduce them in the May edition of “Raised to Praise.” 

To donate to the needs of the ministry please visit www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Available 
John Mixon, Executive Director of Bethesda Outreach, and Roger Cryan, our Bethesda 

trainer, are eager and available to answer questions about the biblical solution to the orphan 

crisis in South Africa and sub-Saharan Africa.  Both men are willing to speak at your church, 

men’s meetings, businesses, corporate meetings, AWANA clubs, Christian schools, retreats, 

and camps to address this problem.   Please contact them at bethesda-temba@boi.org. 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

and follow links  

to online giving 

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

Completing new home– R200,000.00/$28,500.00 

*cabinets, sinks, tile, cupboards for bedrooms, light fixtures 

Furnishings for new home– R300,000.00/$42,0000 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

Opportunities to Help 

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Trainers: 

Roger and Carol Cryan 

Josh Mack 
Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 

Jack and Maria Msiza 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 
Christinah Moagi 

Mary Nkadimeng 

Judith Maogi 
 

Maintenance Supervisor: 

Jones Phago 
Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Josephina Molekoa 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Joanna Culver 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

“How old is God?” The teacher asked one day. She just wanted to see if the stu-
dents were thinking according to the biblical truth they already knew. Many chil-
dren answered that we can’t know because He’s always been here. However, 
one student raised his hand, thought a moment, and said, “Well, He was here 
when I got here… So, probably about 12 years 
old.” When questioned a bit he quickly changed his 
answer, but isn’t that a little like we all think from 
time to time? We are tempted to define God by 
ourselves and our circumstances instead of defining 
life in light of God’s character. Thanks for the re-
minder kids! 

From the Lips of Children 
 

One day Olinda was pretending to 
cry out on the playground. Her 
teacher called her in and asked her 
to stop. On the way into the room, 
Olinda started saying, “You know, 
I’m a big girl now. I’m not a crying 
girl. I’m a big sister. I’m in grade two. 
I know a LOT of things. I know my 
ABCs… well, not my Bs and Ds– I 
get confused… So, I guess I know my 
A, C, E’s.” :) 

Olinda 


