
the Lord for their accom-

plishments and look for-

ward to seeing them min-

ister to their families and 

churches in the years 

ahead. 

 

In closing, I want to re-

mind you that with your 

help Bethesda can make a 

difference in the lives of 

children.  Please pray, give 

of your time on a service 

team, give to the support 

of a child, or send a special 

gift toward the ongoing 

expenses of Bethesda.  For 

those of you who give or 

have given in the past, we 

thank you and I look for-

ward to your continued 

partnership with Be-

thesda. 

 

Persevering with great joy, 

John Mixon,  

for the Bethesda team 

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

 

I wish that each of you 

could see the villages in 

South Africa as I have 

seen them.  To actually see 

firsthand the vast numbers 

of people who are hurting, 

poor, and hungry.  The 

many orphaned children 

who have not eaten any-

thing in days and multiple 

families who are dis-

placed.  You then experi-

ence the different smells 

that permeate all around 

and hear the sounds com-

ing from the shacks as you 

walk the dusty dirt roads 

of the informal settle-

ments.  That is where our 

children came from.  Some 

were wandering from one 

shack to another hoping 

someone would give them 

some bread to eat.  I am 

thankful that because of 

you, our children are no 

longer looking for food.  

They can now enjoy the 

new family God has pro-

vided for them.    

  

 

With 2009 just around the 

corner, doors are opening 

for us to expand to 7 fami-

lies.  Presently, we have 5 

families and expanding 

will enable us to add 16 

new children to our capac-

ity.  With expansion, 

comes the necessity of ad-

ditional ongoing funds to 

enable us to purchase 

clothing, food, school uni-

forms, books, electricity, 

water, and much more 

that is required to care for 

the additional children.  I 

am asking that you con-

sider what you and your 

family can do to help. 

 

I want to publically con-

gratulate Fritz Shikwam-

bane and Jones Phago for 

the accomplishment of 

their diligent study 

throughout the 4 years at 

Christ Seminary in Polok-

wane, South Africa.  For 

the past 4 years, Jones and 

Fritz would leave their 

families at Bethesda, each 

month, for 10 days, to take 

seminary classes.   On the 

27th of November they 

graduated from the 

Seminary.  Both of 

these men are pastors 

in local churches in the 

area and are now fully 

qualified.  We praise 

From the Director 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 
 

a ministry of  

Evangelical Baptist Missions November 2008 Newsletter 

 

 

“The steps of a man are 

established by the 

LORD, And He de-

lights in his 

way.  When he falls, he 

will not be hurled 

headlong, Because the 

LORD is the One who 

holds his hand.” 

 

Psalm 37:23&24 
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to join the team full-time soon.  

When she comes to Bethesda 

she will be helping to raise fi-

nances through organizations, 

businesses, and grants as well 

as our outreach ministries.  We 

praise the Lord for her willing-

ness to serve the Lord this way.   

 

Some of her friends have asked 

how they can contribute to her 

support needs.  It is easy.   

 

Please! Do not send gifts for 

Janet’s support to EBM or 

Bethesda.   

 

We are also welcoming Janet 

Cooper to the Bethesda Team.  

Janet Cooper has been working 

as a volunteer at Bethesda for 

about 4 years in several differ-

ent capacities.  We are very ex-

cited to announce that Janet, 

who is a South African, be-

lieves that God is calling her as 

a full-time missionary at Be-

thesda.   

 

Her church has recognized her 

gifts and abilities and believes 

that it is a great fit for her.  She 

is in the process of raising her 

support so that she will be able 

All gifts should be sent elec-

tronically or through your 

bank to:  

Name of the Account:  

Waterkloof Baptist Church 

(Support J Cooper) 

Standard Bank church account 

no:  011 801 581  

Swift Code/Branch Number: 

011245 

Swift Address: S B Z A Z A J J 

 

If you have any questions, 

please contact John Mixon at: 

jmixon@boi.org 

Welcome Janet Cooper!!!  

Missionaries Coming to Bethesda  

Josh and Marda Mack brought their family of 4 girls to South Africa to join the staff of Grace Fel-

lowship in Pretoria, South Africa.  Josh has been burdened for the many orphans and approached 

John about the possibility of ministering at Bethesda.  We are excited and looking forward to hav-

ing Josh and Marda as part of the Bethesda Team.  Josh wrote to his family and friends to explain 

to them what God is doing in their lives.  This is an excerpt from their news letter: 

 

“One of the most exciting new developments in our min-

istry here in South Africa is the opportunity to serve at 

Bethesda Children’s Village. Bethesda Children’s Village 

exists to encourage and assist local churches in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that the children may be-

come disciples of Christ. Our vision is to assist local 

churches by being a sustainable, biblically functioning 

training center that models the nurturing of HIV/AIDS-

affected orphans through family units and quality Chris-

tian education that they will magnify Christ through their 

lives. I will be serving at Bethesda two days a week help-

ing with the training of house-parents, childcare admini-

stration and overseeing their Christian school.”   

 

Welcome Josh and Marda!!! 

The Mack Family 
From left to right: Caitlin, Zinele, Josh, Bailey, Marda, 

Cambria, McKenna, Musi (front) 

Lerato, Busi, Janet, Johanna, and Prudence 



Page 3 Raised to Praise 

 

End of School Highlights 

Yahoo!  School’s out!  I’m not sure who said that louder – the teachers or the 

kids!  With the end of the school year comes many events and extra work.  

The grades 4 – 7 had final exams the last week of school but the studying 

was made a bit less stressful with a swimming field trip to Josh and Marda 

Mack’s big swimming pool.  The Grades 1 and 2 were also pretty excited when we 

arranged for them to spend one day at the pool as well.  I think the water was pretty 

cold judging by the many blue lips that we saw!   

 

On the last day of school, we had a honors program in which students who have 

excelled in academic subjects were recognized for their achievements.  We also rec-

ognized students who had made great progress in other areas or who had shown 

good character and spiritual leadership.  I am so thankful for godly teachers who work so hard to 

help the children develop godly character in their lives.  

Christmas in Stinkwater 

Recently the fourth to seventh grade class had the opportunity to join others from Grace 

Fellowship Church in Pretoria in making Christmas more special for children in Stinkwa-

ter. Students volunteered to work in various jobs around the property (i.e., cleaning kitch-

ens, mopping, taking out trash, etc. for their teachers, cleaning the school, or the office) in 

order to earn money to fill two gift boxes for children living in Stinkwater. This children 

are mostly living in child-headed homes or with grannies who probably wouldn’t get gifts 

during this holiday season. The students enjoyed a trip to town to pick out the gifts, 

wrapped them up, then traveled to Stinkwater on Saturday 6 December to deliver their 

gifts. After a full day of playing with the children and watching them open their gifts, it 

was a joy to pull away from Stinkwater and hear our children say, “It was fun to watch 

those kids get gifts today.” Generosity is a character quality we desire to see develop in our 

children and we were thankful for this opportunity to whet their 

appetite for the joy of giving to others. 
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Matjeni Family 
Back: Kgothatso, Neo, Shane 

Middle: Elias, Mamitjie 
Front: Busisiwe, Konyana, Masego 

Phago Family 
Back: Sipho, Johanna, Neo 

Middle: Bongani, Lenah, Jones, Olinda 
Front: Thandiwe, Peter, Lethabo 

Manaka Family 
Back: Rudolph, Gladness, Moeletsi 

Middle: Siyabonga, Frans, Salome, Thato 
Front: Gontse, Pienkie, Albert 

Shikwambane Family 
Back: Tumelo, Lerato, Lawrence, Prudence, 

Gomolemo 
Middle: Masello, Fritz 

Front: Maria, Stephen, Joanna 

Kolokoto Family 
Back: Jack, Mpho, John, Rose 

Middle: Primrose, Tshepi, Malebogo, Tumelo 
Front: Dipuo, Mike, Amo 

Scenes from Heritage 

Day 

Shane and Bongani keep 

Libby entertained. 

Youth Day Highlights 

Birthday sisters– Joanna and Maria 

Prudence, Neo, and Johanna 

Maria and Busisiwe 
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Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

Completing new home– R200,000.00/$28,500.00 

*cabinets, sinks, tile, cupboards for bedrooms, light fixtures 

Furnishings for new home– R300,000.00/$42,0000 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

Opportunities to Help 

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 

Josh Mack 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 

Christinah Moagi 

Mary Nkadimeng 

Judith Maogi 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Tryphina Matjebe 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 


