
 

A Note from the Teacher’s 
Desk 

As an outreach opportunity, the 
church that Ruth, Heather, the  
interns, and I attend decided to put 
together Christmas gift boxes with 
some necessities and hand them out 
to orphan children that are being  
assisted by a ministry in Stinkwater.  

Heather and I were both excited 
about this ministry and thought it 
might be a good opportunity for our 
students to return some of the gener-
osity and love that they have received. 
We presented the idea to our students 
and they decided they would like to 
contribute to the project. For the last 
two weeks of school, our students 
busily did odd jobs around the prop-
erty and in their teachers’ homes to 

earn a bit of extra money so they 
could contribute to buying the gifts. 

On the last day of school, We loaded 
our students in the Bethesda combi 
and took them to do their shopping. 
The students bought many different 
necessity items as well as a couple 
play items and sweets. The next day, 
we all loaded in the combi again and 
took a trip to Stinkwater, where the 
children were able to deliver their 
boxes and have some time to play and 
encourage the children in the village. 
Many of the children we took gifts to 
are either living in child-headed 
households or are being cared for by a 
granny. As you ponder this Christmas 
season ahead, please remember to 
pray for the children across the world 
that will be celebrating Christmas 
without parents. 
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Ministry Opportunities…  
Even for children 

Upcoming Events 

Teacher Work Days 12/8-

12/9 

Alyssa, Katherine, 

Heather and Tonya all 

fly to USA 

12/10 

Services at Kossuth 

Street Baptist 

12/14 

South Africa’s Day of 

Reconciliation 

Busi’s 6th Birthday 

Meredith Departs 

12/16 

Open House at  

Family Life Center in 

Royal Center 

12/20 

Services at Kossuth 

Street Baptist 

12.21 

Christmas Eve 

Malebo’s 16th Birthday 

12/24 

Christmas Day 12/25 

Mixons Return to  

Bethesda 

12/26 

Heather & Tonya Ar-

rive in US (Chicago-

Midway) 

12/11 

Mom’s Birthday 12/27 

Services in Royal Cen-

ter (Caley) and Lake 

Cicott 

 

12/28 

Prairie Ridge Team 

(Iowa) arrives at  

Bethesda 

12/29 

Reunion with College 

Friends in South Bend 

12/30 

New Year’s Eve 12/31 

Heather & Tonya Fly 

for South Africa 

1/1 

Tonya Small-Bethesda Outreach 
Hammanskraal South Africa 

we would probably have told you that 
you were a bit crazy, but nonethe-
less….that said, God has not ceased to 
amaze us in the way he has provided 
for every need that we have had for 
teachers in the classroom when we 
were unable to fulfill our duties, and 
for the strength and patience Heather 
and I needed on days when we  
weren’t sure that we could handle 
what was ahead for the day.  Praise 
God for the end of a great year! 

One is Officially Done... 

It is official, Heather and I have not 
only surpassed the milestone of one 
year in South Africa, this week we fin-
ished up our first full year of teaching 
at Jabulane Christian Academy.  This 
year has certainly been full of many 
humanly unforeseen events, but none 
of them went unused by God to grow 
us as teachers and our students.  
If you had told either Heather or I that 
we would have missed the equivalent 
of 1/8 of the school year due to illness, 



What do you do when 
you need to wind down 
and you live in a country 
where you can experi-
ence God’s beautiful 
creation all around you? 
Our answer was to go 
camping at the National 
Park that is 2 hours from 
our property and drive 
through the game re-
serve at our leisure to 
see the wild animals.  

Heather, the 3 interns 
(Alyssa, Katherine, and 

Meredith) and I spent our 
Friday and Saturday 
nights before Thanksgiving  
sleeping in tents and re-
laxing. It was a bit crazy 
to try to take time away 
the week before we 
needed to be writing fi-
nals for our students, but I 
have to admit that leaving 
our computers at home 
was one of the best deci-
sions Heather and I have 
made in quite a while. We 
did however decide while 
we were driving around 

the park, that when we 
are overwhelmed by 
grading next year, we 
are going to pack up our 
grading, load up the car, 
and head out for a week-
end of grading beside a 
watering hole where we 
can relax while we grade 
and take a break here 
and there to look at God’s 
beautiful creation while 
they refresh themselves 
with a drink of cool water. 
Anybody want to come? 

Camping Trip 

Thanksgiving 

Holidays are always an 
interesting and sometimes 
challenging time to be 
away from family and 
friends. Thankfully, God is 
good and He has sur-
rounded each of us here at 
Bethesda with a family and 
any friends away from our 
“traditional” family.  

We are blessed to be sur-
rounded with so many peo-
ple from our own culture in 
our mission field, people 
who celebrate the same 
holidays and often have 
many of the same traditions 
we are used to. Often when 
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people travel so far from 
home, they are truly the 
only person or peoples in 
that area from their home 
nation. That is not the case 
for us in South Africa, and 
especially for us at Be-
thesda.  

We were extremely 
blessed to gather together 
to celebrate our American 
Thanksgiving last Thursday 
with all the traditional 
trimmings and customs. 
We gathered at the home 
of Josh and Marda Mack, 
one of the pastors at the 
church most of us attend. 

Gathered around the ta-
ble of turkey, stuffing, 
butternut squash, corn cas-
serole, homemade rolls 
and cranberries were 
about 16 Americans, 4 
South Africans, and 3 or 4 
refugees from the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo. It 
was quite an event to be 
thankful for and very 
much a reminder that 
Heaven will be full of 
people from every tribe, 
tongue, and nation, and 
that we will all be giving 
thanks and singing praises 
to our Great God!  
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One of the biggest  
trials for me in my year 
of ministry at Bethesda 
has not been the health 
issues that have con-
stantly been on the front 
burner, but not having 
strong relationships within 
my church body. Over 
the past few months, I 
have begun to develop a 
relationship with  the 
wife of one of my pas-
tors at church and their 
young children. 

I have enjoyed fellow-
shipping with this family 

on several occasions over 
the past few months and 
have even had an oppor-
tunity to serve them by 
joining with Heather to 
take their two South Afri-
can, foster-children out for 
a play date on evening.  

If you read my blog, you 
have already had an op-
portunity to read about 
my buddy, Musi, who hap-
pens to be Josh and 
Marda’s foster son. I look 
forward to continuing to 
develop a relationship 
with Josh and Marda, as 

well as many others at 
church. You may have 
read a while back on my 
blog about visiting with 
our friends from Argentina 
and Uruguay here on the 
property and then having 
dinner and a game night 
with them.  

God has placed a number 
of wonderful people in the 
body of believers at 
Grace Fellowship and I 
look forward to finding 
ways to serve alongside 
them. 

Developing Relationships 

To help alleviate some of 
the strain of trying to 
schedule with everyone in 
such a busy time of year, 
my family is hosting an 
open house at the Family 
Life Center in Royal Cen-
ter, IN on Saturday, De-
cember 20. The open 
house will be from 2-6pm 
and all are welcome to 
come for as long as your 
schedule will allow. There 

will be food and bever-
age provided and oppor-
tunities to see photos and 
hear testimony from the 
events of the last year. 

If you are interested in 
coming, but need direc-
tions or further details,  
please phone the Royal 
Center Record at 574-
643-3165. 

Open House and Fellowship Time 

My time to visit home is 
drawing very near. I wish 
that in my time in the 
States, I could visit with 
each and everyone of you 
personally and share 
some of my experiences 
from the past year and 
answer all of the questions 
you may have, but reality 
says… there simply is not 
time for that, especially 
around the holidays.  



Bethesda Field Address: 

Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 SA 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

This month’s featured family is the Kolokoto Family. 
The Kolokotos have been a Bethesda family for just over  

1 year. John and Primrose Kolokoto are houseparents of nine children. They are currently shepherding 
their biological children Malebo (15), Tumelo (5) and Tsephi (2) as well as six Bethesda children: Siblings 
Mpho (10), Jack (5) and Dipuo (2), siblings Rose (8) and Mike (4), and Amo (5). John is a pastor of a local 
church, and works for a courier company. Before becoming a stay-at-home mom at Bethesda, Primrose 
worked in a textiles factory. I hope you enjoy reading about the Kolokoto family from Mpho’s perspective. 
**You can read more about Mpho and the Kolokoto family on my website by clicking on the “Families” tab at the 
top of the page and then  following the Kolokoto Family link. 

Introducing the Kolokotos... 

Mpho’s thoughts: It’s nice to be at the 

Kolokotos and at Bethesda. It is better 

than when I was living outside. When I 

ask my mom questions here, she will an-

swer my questions better than my other 

mom. Now I am learning about God from 

my mom and dad. My real mother did not 

let me to know about God. In Bethesda, me 

and my brother, Jack, and my sister, Dipuo 

are all here and there are MANY people who 

love us.  

My father is a pastor. He is a nice pastor. When he sees people that 

are in trouble, he will pray for them and talk to them. I love that my dad can tell us about 

God EVERY day. My mom, Primrose, is a nice mom. When I am sick, she gives me medicine and takes care 

of you. She also takes us places sometimes. Tsephi and Dipuo are funny brother and sister. They like to play 

together and give hugs. They make us laugh. When they talk, they can understand each other, but we cannot 

understand them. Jack and Tumelo like to fight with each other, but when one of them is gone, they miss 

whoever is missing. Mike is good at telling stories. When we read to him, he can always tell what is going to 

happen next. Amo likes silly things. He wants to play and make people laugh a lot. He doesn’t like to go to 

bed. He is always playing at bedtime. Rose is a nice sister. She is a good helper. Sometimes we get in trouble 

together because we don’t do the right things and our mom has to discipline us. Malebo is nice sister, but she 

is noisy. She is always trying to make sure we do what is right. It is nice to have a big sister that shows you 

how to do things. She is also good at showing us how we can sleep in. Sometimes I get to go places with just 

me and Malebo and that is fun for me. ~Mpho (age 10) 

Prayer Requests: 

• Safety in travel for the 3 interns, 

Heather, and me as we are all traveling to 

the States this month. And, for John & 

Lois, and Heather & me as we travel back 

to South Africa after Christmas. 

• Transitions that are coming up at school 

and around Bethesda. 

• Continued opportunities for growth and 

service at church. 

Praises: 

• Our two house fathers who were in semi-

nary, graduated last week. We are all VERY 

excited for them and their families.  

• School year has ended on a good note and 

we are looking forward to a fresh start in 

January. 

• Alyssa, one of our interns, has decided to 

come back to Bethesda for another year. 


