
                   as one of many.  Children 
were clothed in hospital gowns and robes in the children’s ward of Jubilee Hospital. They  
gathered around us as we toured the facility. The nurses pointed to him as a healthy, active 
five-year-old boy who had lived in the hospital as long as anyone could remember.  His  
wandering drunken grandfather abandoned him there after the boy’s mother succumbed to the 

disease of AIDS.  Shane spent his days in the hospital playing with sick 
children.  He was never taught his age, his surname, his colors and  
numbers, or most importantly, the love of his Creator. 
 
Shane arrived at Bethesda before his houseparents, and occasionally he spoke of his desire to 
have a daddy.  As he was lovingly cared for by a Bethesda missionary in his first home outside a 
hospital.   
 
He was taught that he did indeed have the father he’d always longed for, for God has called 
Himself the “Father of the fatherless.”  One day, while looking through some pictures, he came 
across one of an African sunset behind a gnarled acacia tree.  His whole demeanor changed, 
and he grew so excited that his little legs began jumping up and down as he pointed to the tree.  
“Look!  Look!” he cried.  “My daddy!  My daddy!  My daddy made the 
trees!  My daddy God!!”  Indeed, God was teaching little Shane of His 

awesome power, and His loving care for Shane as a son. 
 
Soon Shane did indeed come to have an earthly father as well, as Elias and Mamitjie Matjeni 
were called to minister with Bethesda as houseparents and brought Shane to be a part of 
their family.  Through the next seven years, Shane would be taught God’s Word through the 
love of his new parents. 
 
Just two months ago, 12-year-old Shane’s heart grew very distressed.  He had been noticing  
a pattern, made up of his propensity for sinning on a daily basis.  He came face-to-face with 
the truth of his sin, and knew he was powerless to deal with it on his own.  He shared his  
problem with “Papa Roger,” a Bethesda staff member, and he reminded Shane of God’s free 
gift… eternal life with Him, by being declared righteous through the blood of His Son, Jesus, who had died to pay the 
price for the sins under whose weight Shane was struggling.  By God’s grace, Shane made the decision to accept God’s 
gift through faith in His Son.  That day, we thought back to the first time we saw little Shane and look forward to what 
God will do through the life of our Shane. 
 
As we come into the season of remembrance of God’s gift of His Son for 
us, we are compelled to redouble our efforts to reach more orphaned 
children with the truth of that gift.  As you reflect on God’s gift to you 
this season, we ask that you prayerfully consider how you can spread its 
word to the children who are still living in hospitals and hovels; we are 
eager to be used by Christ to reach more of 
them, as He provides the resources to do so. 
 
Because of the Gift, 

 
 
 

John P. Mixon 

We first saw him…..We first saw him…..We first saw him…..We first saw him…..    

 

How You Can Give to Bethesda’s  

Support-A-Child Fund: 
 

• Using the response envelope provided, 

send a check made out to “Evangelical 

Baptist Missions” to EBM, PO Box 781438, 

Indianapolis, IN  46278, OR 

• Donate online by following the links to 

online giving at www.ebm.org.  Choose 

“Special Projects,” “Bethesda Outreach—

SA,” and type “we first saw him” in com-

ment box. 
 

All gifts are tax-deductible 
 

Learn more about Bethesda Outreach at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Bethesda Outreach is a ministry of  


