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Bethesda Board Meeting 

One year ago in October, the Be-
thesda Board of Directors made 
their way to the US for their annual 
meeting. Because that meeting had 
several different venues (one of 
which included a stop in Lafayette), 
I was able to 
meet several 
of the board 
members be-
fore arriving in 
South Africa. 
This year, the 
meeting was 
back in its tra-
ditional loca-
tion of South 
Africa. Board 
members came 
from near and far to be a 
part of the meeting. Because 
of the lack of on-property 
housing, Heather and I relo-
cated to Ruth’s house in Pre-
toria for the week. It was a 
great encouragement for all of 
us here to have our board members 
on the property for awhile. It was 
also fun to be able to introduce our 

board members to all of 

the new children and houseparents 
that have joined our family in the 
last year or two.  

The highlight of the week for me 
was having Pastor Whipple (my pas-

tor at KSBC) and his wife, 
Sue, here for a visit. Pastor 
is a member of the Be-
thesda board so they were 
here for the meeting, but 
were able to sneak a few 
minutes away from the 

party to visit 
with me. We 
had a nice 
evening of 
w a n d e r i n g 
around the 
mall, going 
out for din-
ner, and 
c h a t t i n g 
about how 
things are 
going on 

both sides of the ocean. I am very 
thankful for a pastor and a sending 
church that are so supportive of me 
and the ministry I am a part of! 

Upcoming Events 

JCA Parent/ 

Teacher  

Conferences 

11/3-

11/5 

JCA Civvies Day 11/7 

Albert’s 6th  

Birthday 

11/17 

Gontse’s 5th  

Birthday 

11/24 

Lerato & Tumelo’s 

15th Birthday 

11/26 

Thanksgiving Day– 

No School JCA 

11/27 

No School for JCA 11/28 

Girls’ Camping trip 

@ Pilanesburg 

11/28-

11/30 

Thato Manaka’s 6th 

Birthday 

11/29 

One Year at  

Bethesda 

11/8 

Tonya Small-Bethesda Outreach 
Hammanskraal South Africa 

An Intern in the Interim 

When Tonya asked me to say a few words about being and in-
tern at Bethesda, I wracked my brain for all the wonderful ex-
periences I’ve had since coming  here. What I really wanted to 
tell you is how much of a blessing Tonya has been to me.  Al-
low me to introduce myself, my name is Meredith, and I 
have been  interning at Bethesda for the last three months. 

When I return home, I will not be able to recall any memory 
from my internship that doesn’t involve Tonya. She has been a wonder-

ful inspiration to me as I tutor in the school. She has helped me grow in trusting the 
Lord and having patience with HIS timing. She is always encouraging me with a Bible verse 

and a daily hug. Please be encouraged by the impact she has had in my life and in the lives of every 
child here. Thank you for supporting her, for without it, my time here would not have been the same.  

Meredith with Heather and I 

before going horseback riding. 



A Year in Review... 

A Note from the Teacher’s Desk 

Heather and I at my EBM interview 

in June 2007 

First day on the Bethesda Property 

 November 9, 2007 

My girl and I in December 2007 

Just a reminder that you can keep even  more up to 

date on life in South Africa than my monthly up-

dates. You can log on to www.tonyasmall.com at 

any time and get tuned in to some more recent 

events and see pictures of many different occasions.  



This story 
can fit 150-
200 words. 

One benefit 
of using your 
newsletter as 
a promo-
tional tool is 
that you can 
reuse content 
from other market-
ing materials, such 
as press releases, 
market studies, and 
reports. 

While your main goal of dis-
tributing a newsletter might 
be to sell your product or 

Heather and I after a fun dinner out 

for one of our intern’s birthdays in 

October 2008 

Teaching math to my 7/8 graders in 

August 2008 

My girl and I in October 2008 

SUPPORT UPDATE 
My support goal for 2009 has gone up 
slightly. For that monthly goal, I am cur-
rently at: 

80% 
A portion of my time at home in December 
will be devoted to increasing this level. If 
you are interested in partnering with me in 
this ministry or increasing your partnership, 
please let me know. You can also give 
online by going to my personal website or 
the EBM website listed on the back  page.  



Bethesda Field Address: 

Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 SA 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

Introducing the Shikwambanes... 

This month’s featured family is the Shikwambane Family. 
The Shiks happen to also be one of my neighbours at Be-
thesda. Fritz and Masello Shikwambane are houseparents 
of eight children. Their children are their biological son, 
Gomolemo (15), twins Lerato (14) and Tumelo (14), Law-
rence (13), Prudence (13), Joey (8), and siblings Maria (8) 
and Steve (6). Fritz is a pastor of a local church, a fourth 
year seminary student, and the houseparent supervisor at 
Bethesda.  
 

 
 

B e f o r e 
becoming a stay-at-home 

mom at Bethesda, Masello was a school teacher. 
I hope you enjoy reading about the Shikwam-
bane family from Joey’s perspective.  
**You can read more about Joey and the  
Shikwambane family on my website by clicking on the 
“Families” tab at the top of the page and then follow-
ing the Shikwambane Family link. 

Joanna’s thoughts on: My Family 
I like my family because they love me 
too. We sometimes go for vacation. I 
love them very much.  
My mom likes to hug me in the morning 
and pick me up. My dad likes to give me 
funny names. He likes to play the Sorry 
game with me. Gomolemo likes to chase 
me around the house. I feel lonely when 
he is not around. Tumelo likes to call me 
his friend.  
Lawrence likes to play Uno and Sorry 

with me. He makes me 
laugh. Steve likes to play 
with me.  
Lerato likes to braid my hair. 
She likes to give me money. 
Maria likes to play Uno with 
me. She sometimes likes to 
cheer me up in the morning.  
Prudence likes to listen to music 
with me. Many times when 
she is walking with me at 
church  they think Prudence 
and I are blood sisters. 
They say we look alike, but 
Prudence doesn’t think so 
and neither do I.  

~ Joey (age 8) 

Prayer Requests: 

• Parent/Teacher conferences are coming up. 

Pray that communication between the 

teachers and parents would be clear. 

• REST...I am still struggling with fatigue 

and rest does not happen often.  

• The end of the year is drawing near, pray 

that the students and teachers would fin-

ish well and God would be glorified.  

Praises: 

• The annual board meeting went well. All 

our visitors had safe journeys both to 

and from South Africa. 

• We have a new student in our grade 4 

class.  She seems to be adjusting well. 

• My time with the Whipples, while short, 

was very encouraging.  


