
this road with us, for 

praying faithfully, and 

giving sacrificially.  God 

has blessed Bethesda 

with the privilege and 

responsibility to go and 

make disciples.  That is 

our aim and  

mission, but we know 

that only He can make 

this ministry prosper 

and without Him we can 

do nothing.  As  

Bethesda continues on 

the journey to care for 

neglected and needy 

orphans, we will  

continue to praise Him 

and give Him all the 

glory as He  

accomplishes much. 

 

Serving together,  

 

 

 

John, for the Bethesda 

Team 

Dear Friends of          

Bethesda, 

 

Another month and 

here I am again to give 

you exciting news and 

to share some of the 

blessings we experience 

each day at Bethesda.  I 

write this letter on a 

warm day.  Spring is 

here and the brown 

grass and weeds are 

beginning to turn a 

beautiful green and the 

budding trees are  

popping out with  

colorful blossoms. We 

praise the Lord for the 

rain that refreshes the 

land. 

 

It was a sweet, united 

time of fellowship as we 

hosted our Annual  

General Meeting here in 

South Africa.  Our board 

members and their 

wives met from both 

sides of the ocean to 

pray, assist, and  

encourage this ministry 

as well as make plans 

for the years to come.  

Please continue to pray 

that God will give  

wisdom as we forge 

ahead.  There is much 

to be excited about as 

we press on to meet the 

needs of orphans in this 

sub-Saharan region.  

I am thankful for the 

Bethesda team.  God 

has blessed Bethesda 

abundantly with a  

wonderful staff of both 

American and South 

Africans.  Each one  

sacrificially contributes 

so much to this  

ministry.  Together we 

can make a difference 

and that difference will 

be made by God’s 

grace.  What we do, we 

do for His glory alone. 

We must keep our eyes 

focused on Christ and 

the mission we are here 

to accomplish as we 

daily trust God for the 

results for His honor 

and glory alone.  

 

In closing I want to 

thank you all once 

again for walking 

From the Director 
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“If anyone speaks, he 

should do it as one 

speaking the very 

words of God. If any-

one serves, he should 

do it with the strength 

God provides, so that 

in all things God may 

be praised through 

Jesus Christ. To him be 

the glory and the 

power for ever and 

ever. Amen.” 

 

I Peter 4:11 
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Building Process Update 

The building plans are submitted for the new house.  John is waiting for the various committees of the city 

council to work through this process and is anxious to begin construction.  He has an important meeting 

coming up with the city council and we are praying that we will soon be able to begin the building process. 

September 24th was a very im-

portant national holiday here in 

South Africa. Heritage Day cele-

brates the heritage of all South 

Africans. Each class from Jabulane 

Christian Academy shared some-

thing special they wanted to high-

light about their heritage.  

 

Grade R reen-

acted the 1994 

election. They 

also sang the 

national an-

them and a few 

other songs.  

 

Grades 1 and 2 enacted a tradi-

tional wedding! They stole the 

show as they danced and sang.  

 

Grades 4 through 7 performed a 

short play  using a traditional 

Xhosa story and shared what they 

We are thankful for the men who 

faithfully serve on the board at 

Bethesda.  These men  

consistently display the spirit of 

God in the body of Christ.  We are 

thankful for each one of the men 

who faithfully and sacrificially give 

of their time to serve in many  

different ways.   

 

An Executive Committee was  

appointed to assist throughout 

the year on operational/strategic 

matters.  We are thankful that 

Don Whipple of Lafayette, IN;  

Charles DeKiewet and Mark Kin-

gon of Pretoria, South Africa; 

Garry Bradley of Valparaiso, IN, 

and John Mixon will serve on this  

committee.  

 

 

 

 

had learned about 

the Xhosa culture.  

 

Students and audi-

ence alike enjoyed 

the time of learning 

and celebration! 

 

After-

ward they enjoyed a 

delicacy of goat intes-

tines. Those that 

were brave enough to 

try said they were 

delicious! 

Annual Board Meeting Heritage Day at JCA 

We are excitedly waiting for God’s timing to turn 

this empty hole (left) into another dwelling for a 

Christ-centered family (below). 

Grade R 

Grade 1-2 

Grade 4-7 during 

the play 
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Support for Orphans 

It brings great joy to our hearts when more individuals commit to help  

support an orphan on a monthly basis.  These funds go for the on-going daily 

care and needs of our children.  We are looking for others who would take 

the challenge to contribute financially and commit to pray for the “Child 

of the Month.”   We ask that the donors please pray for the “Child of the 

Month” that they will grow up to know Jesus Christ in a personal way so 

that they can serve Him  faithfully with all of their hearts for the rest of 

their days. 

Can you help us in this way?  Many of those who have committed to join 

as monthly givers have been blessed by hearing how their funds have 

helped children who had little in this world and literally no hope but now 

have great hope because of gifts and prayers like yours. 

 

Teachers are Needed 

If you are a teacher or a classroom aide and  

looking for an exciting ministry and opportunity to 

serve the Lord overseas, please consider Bethesda 

Outreach Ministries.  We have a school in our  

village that includes grades R – 6.  We would be 

happy to speak with you about your desire to 

teach at Bethesda. If you are interested, please 

contact: John Mixon at jmixon@boi.org.  

           Phyllis Morris and Melody Cato 

Phyllis and Melody are long-standing friends of Be-

thesda.  It is their  4
th

 visit to Bethesda to assist in 

many different ways.  They resealed doors, washed 

donated clothing, worked in the gardens, taught in 

the school, played with the children, and assisted in 

childcare.  They are a blessing to this ministry! 

From the Lips of Children 

One day in school recently, a young man asked his teacher if there 

was any work that he could help her with after school. She thought 

for a moment and then asked, “Can you iron clothes?” He quickly 

answered, “Yes!” Then he proceeded to share these very important 

guidelines: “Mama says I must only have ONE line in my pants, not 

TWO lines, not FOUR lines, only ONE!” We are so glad that Shane is listening to his 

Mama’s very important instructions on this tricky ironing topic!  

Grandma Phyllis 

with Pienkie 
Melody and Phyllis with Gontse, Pienkie, and Albert 

Shane puts his skills to 

work. 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

Completing new home– R200,000.00/$28,500.00 

*cabinets, sinks, tile, cupboards for bedrooms, light fixtures 

Furnishings for new home– R300,000.00/$42,0000 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

Opportunities to Help 

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Klaas Mashabela 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Frans & Salome Manaka 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 
 

Houseparent Assistants: 

Christinah Moagi 

Mary Nkadimeng 

Judith Maogi 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Tryphina Matjebe 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 
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