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Heritage Day at JCA 

Our 2008 Heritage Day 
ce lebrat ion 
was quite an 
event at JCA. 
We had every-
thing from tra-
ditional foods 
to singing and 
dancing to 
drama. The chil-
dren did a wonder-
ful job of expressing 
different things they 
have learned about 
their heritage. The 
grade R students 
gave a recount of what the 
first election in South Africa 
for the black people would have 
been like. The grade 1 and 2 chil-
dren recounted some traditional 
wedding customs.  The grade 5 

students gave a presentation 
on South Africa’s climate re-
gions. Our oldest students, in 
grade 6 and 7, gave presenta-
tions on different traditions 

and customs of 
the Xhosa tribe, 
one of the people 
groups here in 
South Africa. The 

day was also 
m a d e  
complete by a 
d r a m a t i c 
presentation 
of a tradi-
t i o n a l 
X h o s a 
story by 

the grade 4-7 
students. 

Upcoming Events 

Jo’s 14th Birthday 10/2 

Meredith’s  Birth-

day 

10/6 

Banister Team 

Departs 

10/6 

JCA Term 3 begins 10/6 

Ruth Returns 

Whipples Arrive  

Paxsons Arrive 

10/8 

Bethesda Board 

Meeting  

09/ 10– 

10/11 

Bethesda Day at 

Central Baptist  

10/12 

Banister Family   

Departs 

Cryans Depart 

10/13 

Paxsons Depart 10/14 

Whipples Depart 10/15 

Joey and Maria’s 

8th Birthdays 

JCA Appreciation 

Dinner 

10/23 

Tonya Small-  
Jabulane Christian Academy 

Soccer...Our Favourite Sport! 

My favourite sport is soccer. Soccer is my favourite sport because we 
dribble other people and it is fun. Sipho taught me soccer when I was 

four years old. He used to say run to the tree as fast as you 
can. Jim said let’s play soccer and we played. I like playing 
soccer with boys. I don’t like playing soccer with girls be-
cause they are going to cry.  
At Bethesda we play soccer on the road because Papa John 
said the grass needs to grow. I like playing soccer on the 
road because we can score easily. Sometimes we play with 
our shoes, making them the goals. The sand is soft, so 
when we run, we have to be careful because we will fall 
down. When you fall, it is really sore. We like to play soc-
cer on the grass because we can run fast. I don’t like play-
ing soccer on the pokey grass because we get poked by 

the grass. My favourite spot to play soccer is on the grass that gets wa-
tered because it is smooth.  

 ~ Bongani (age 10)  

Shane, Moeletsi & Bongani 

play soccer during school 

break in the “pokey” grass. 



Bethesda Field Address: 

Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 SA 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

Introducing the Matjenis... 

This month’s featured family is the Matjeni Family. The 
Matjenis happen to be one of my neighbours at Bethesda. 
Elias and Mamitjie Matjeni are houseparents of six chil-
dren. Their children are Neo (14), Shane (12), Kgothatso 
(11), Masego (10), Konyana (7), and Busi (6). Elias and 
Mamitjie are in their 50s and have no children of their 
own. Elias is a pastor at a local church and also works 
for the department of education in 
South Africa.  

 
Before becoming a stay-at

-home mom at Bethesda, Mamitjie was a school 
teacher. I hope you enjoy reading about the Matjeni 
family from Kgothatso’s perspective.  
**You can read more about Kgothatso and the  
Matjeni family on my website by clicking on the  
Matjeni Family link. 

Kgothatso’s thoughts: I love to stay with the 
Matjenis because we go for holiday every  
December. My dad is a pastor and my 
mom is a pastor's wife. My dad’s first born 
is Miss Small. Then comes Neo, Shane, me, 

Masego, Konyana and 
Busi. My teachers are 
Miss Rumley and Miss 
Small. My friends are 
Bongani and Sipho. 
They are also Neo and 
Shane’s friends. In my 
family we make jokes all 
the time.  

~ Kgothatso (age 11) 

Prayer Requests: 

• Start of a new term at JCA. 

• Safe travel for our Bethesda board mem-

bers and their families as they journey 

to and from SA.  

• Rest. Of my own accord, I don’t usually 

take much time for this. 

 

Praises: 

• Heather and I both made it through an en-

tire term with NO sick days! 

• Our Heritage Day celebration was a success.  

• Our four oldest students all passed their 

entrance exams to the local private school. 

The oldest two will be skipping 8th grade 

and going directly into 9th. 

SUPPORT UPDATE My support goal for 2009 has gone up slightly to $3720.00/ month. For that monthly goal, I am currently at: 

80% 
A portion of my time at home in  
December will be devoted to increasing 
this percentage. If you are interested in  
partnering with me in this ministry or 
increasing your partnership, please let me 
know. You can also give online by going 
to my personal website or the EBM  
website listed below.  


