
Prayer requests:  

 

• The salvation of the chil-

dren who have not yet 

accepted Christ.  

 

• The need for ongoing 

finances to keep Be-

thesda in good financial 

standing. 

 

• The addition of needed 

staff. 

 

• Safety of our children 

and staff in a country 

noted for high crime. 

 

• The upcoming Bethesda 

board meeting in Octo-

ber. 

 

• The approval of the 

building plans for our 

new childcare building.  

Dear Friends of Bethesda, 

  
Spring weather in South 

Africa has now arrived.  In 

South Africa, the tradition 

for children is to have a 

water fight on the first 

day of spring.  Bethesda’s 

water fight took place and 

even some of our staff got 

drenched.  The children 

had a great time soaking 

each other.    

 

As I am writing this letter, 

a bird flew into my office 

window which is another 

sign of spring. The most 

exciting sign of spring 

came when the Egyptian 

Cobra came out to greet 

everyone.  The snake was 

just a few inches shorter 

than me and I am 6 foot 

tall.  The warmer weather 

feels great but the snakes 

are something I can live 

without! 

 

The opportunities in 

South Africa are endless.  

Roger, Carol, Klaas, and 

Lois had the opportunity 

to teach 12 individuals at 

Ebenezer Bible Church.  

This church is starting an 

orphan care ministry and 

invited us to do the train-

ing for those who are in-

volved in that ministry.  At 

the end of the training 

one of the leaders com-

mented on how much 

they had learned and how 

much more they will need 

to learn about childcare 

before open day. 

 

I had the opportunity to 

work with the board 

members of two estab-

lished childcare ministries. 

It is exciting to help them 

establish their role as 

board members in their 

ministry and help them 

see the importance of be-

ing like-minded in the vi-

sion and mission as they 

move ahead.  

 

Thank you for the differ-

ent ways in which you 

participate and partner to 

make Bethesda possible.  

Bethesda is a great exam-

ple of how the body of 

Christ can work together 

to see a massive project 

possible.  

 

Persevering with great 

joy, 

 

John for the Bethesda 

team 

 
 

From the Director 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 
 

a ministry of  

Evangelical Baptist Missions September 2008 Newsletter 

 

“Give thanks to the 

Lord, call on his name; 

make known among the 

nations what he has 

done. Sing to him, sing 

praise to him; tell of all 

his wonderful acts. 

Glory in His holy 

name; let the hearts of 

those who seek the Lord 

rejoice.” 

 

Psalm 105:1-3 
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Waiting for Approval of Building Plans 

The building plans have been submitted 
for approval and we are expecting this 
process to be completed soon.  We 
have already completed 5 of the 6 
processes for approval.  Please pray 
that this final step will be com-
plete in a timely manner to allow 
us to begin construction soon.  We 
are thankful that God has graciously 
allowed us to bring in the amount for 
the construction although we are still 
lacking the amount needed to furnish 

the inside of the house.  

Prudence and Johanna 

recorder for the whole class 

time.  
 
The last three weeks, Miss 
Rumley was teaching us The 
Young Peacemaker for life orien-
tation. She was teaching us 
about conflict and what you 
should do when you are in a 
conflict. We are thankful for 
Miss Rumley and love her very 

much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently Prudence shared 
about Heather Rumley, her 
teacher, for Heather’s newslet-
ter. She was eager to help oth-
ers understand what it was like 
to have Miss Rumley for a 

teacher. 
 
Here are her thoughts: 
 
Miss Rumley is our English, so-
cial sciences, and life orienta-
tion teacher. Miss Rumley is 
always smiling. There is one 
important class that everybody 
in our class likes. The class is 
arts and culture. In arts and 
culture Miss Rumley is teaching 
us music. She is teaching us 
how to use the recorders, but 
when we don’t use them prop-
erly she takes them and puts 
them in a bucket. You have to 
pretend that you have a       

This term in Arts and Culture 
class, grades 4-7 have enjoyed 
working  on basic music con-
cepts. They were able to put all 
of the skills they learned into 
practice by learning to play re-
corders. The recorders were a 
generous gift from a family in 
New York. We are thankful for 
their generosity that allowed 
students to learn basic con-
cepts and test their talents for 

future  
music 

ability. 

Thoughts from Prudence      Recorders 

 

Sipho, Bongani, Neo, 

Masego, Kgothatso 
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Praises! 
There is no greater joy than to hear that someone has received God’s gift of 
salvation and chosen to yield their life to His purpose.  Recently, one of our 
children at the Matjeni home made this decision.  Please pray that Shane will 
grow in his relationship with Christ, be sensitive to sin in his life, and learn to 

boldly proclaim his story of God’s grace in his life.   

 

Social Worker 

Lois and Klaas are working to find a social worker that will work full-time at Bethesda.  
We continue to pray that God will bring the right candidate to the front.  Social workers 
are very difficult to find in South Africa.  We struggle especially to find one who would 
share the same philosophy of ministry and one who is committed to Christ.  Please pray 

that God will lead us to God’s choice of individuals.    

Snake Story! 
Snakes are a reminder that we need to be careful as we walk on the prop-
erty of Bethesda.  Mid-afternoon,  Elvis phoned Frans with the news that 
there was a large snake that needed some attention.  All of the children ran 
to see the snake as Frans held up the almost 6 foot 

Egyptian Cobra. 

Snapshots from 

Bethesda 

Top: Frans with the cobra 
Left: Children investigating the snake 
Below: Thandiwe shows off her re-

cently lost tooth! 

Sipho– during class 

worship time 

Fritz and Masello Shikwambane 

Mamitjie and Elias Matjeni 

Prudence, Neo, 
and Johanna– all 
received glasses 

last week! 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Capital Project Needs 

Front loader for tractor– R65,000.00/$9,500.00 

Village road construction– R480,000.00/$80,000.00 

Completing new home– R200,000.00/$28,500.00 

*cabinets, sinks, tile, cupboards for bedrooms, light fixtures 

Furnishings for new home– R300,000.00/$42,0000 

New school building– R1,100,000.00/$160,000.00 

 

Children’s Home Needs (for donors in South Africa) 

Non perishable food 

Good clothing 

Opportunities to Help 

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Klaas Mashabela 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Frans & Salome Manaka 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 
 

Houseparent Assistant: 

Christinah Moagi 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Tryphina Matjebe 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 


