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A Note from the 
Teacher’s Desk 

Prayer Requests: 

• Pray for continued improvements in my health and 
stamina as school begins  

• Pray for the students and teachers as we begin the 
new school term. 

• Pray for development of godly relationships with 
staff. 

• Pray for safe travels as many people are traveling to 
and from Bethesda in the next few months.  

Praises: 

• All systems are go and I, Lord willing, will be back at 
school to begin term 3 at nearly full strength.  

• My trip around South Africa with the Lehe family was 
a great encouragement and the sights were beautiful! 

• Bethesda now has enough money to begin  
constructing a new childcare home beginning in  
August. 

Youth Day Celebration 

June 16 is a very special day in South Africa. It is the public holiday known as 

Youth Day. Youth day is a day to commemorate the heroic acts of young people 

on June 16, 1976. It was on this day that young people took part in a peaceful 

demonstration to voice their discontentment with the oppressive apartheid sys-

tem.   

We at Bethesda took the opportunity, on 

the Saturday before Youth Day, to in-

vite our community and friends to our 

village for some very special events. The 

day was filled with ex- citement for every-

one. We had guests from a cheetah 

breeding farm in the area, including a 5-

year old male cheetah named Byron, the 

local fire department, police, a perform-

ance of “The Wizard of Oz” by the students 

of Jabulane Christian Academy, soccer 

and volleyball games,  and a concert with 

several local groups and artists. Every-

one, young and old, had a great time dancing to the variety of music that was 

preformed, but perhaps the  highlight of the day was the lighting  and putting out 

of the enormous fire used by the fire department for their demonstration. They 

first put out the fire by using a bucket brigade and then restarted it to use the fire 

extinguishers 

before finally 

extinguishing it 

with the fire 

h o s e .  T h e 

whole day was 

enjoyed by 

people of all 

ages and races. 

Mpho’s 10th Birthday 7/1 

Lehes Leave 

Cryans Arrive 

Nora Arrives 

7/2 

Cyans to Lusaka 7/4 

Haags Arrive 7/5 

Term 3 begins at JCA 

Becky Stowers and 

the Cedarville Team 

Arrive 

7/7 

Cryans Return from 

Lusaka 

Haags Depart 

7/8 

Erica Returns to US 7/16 

Alyssa’s Birthday 7/18 

Shane’s 12th Birthday 7/20 

Upcoming Events 

Amo’s 5th Birthday 7/23 

Fritz’s Birthday 7/25 

Cedarville Departs 7/27 

Ellie Returns to US 7/29 

Michele visits the US 

Becky Departs 

7/30 

 

Meredith Arrives 

Nora Departs 

7/31 



Things Kids Say... 

Bethesda Field Address: 

Tonya Small 

Post Net Suite 341 

Private Bag x1 

Die Wilgers 0041 

South Africa 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

 

Next Issue Preview: 

• On to Term 3 

• Winding down with teams  

• Guest article on Bethesda life 

The Lehe Visit 
As I alluded a few times in my updates, my good 
friends from Lafayette, Dave and Karen Lehe, planned 
to visit Bethesda with their four children and Karen’s 
mother, Margaret.  Karen was scheduled to come to 

South Africa to 
present for a 
veterinary con-
ference to be 
held in Durban. 
D a v e  a n d 
Karen decided 
to use this op-
portunity to 
travel around 
South Africa as 
well as spend 

some time checking out the ministry here at Bethesda, 
which they have been faithful supporters of for several 
years. I was blessed to be invited along for the family 
vacation. 
I joined with the Lehes at the airport in Johannesburg 
when they arrived. It was a great encouragement to 
see all of the family come through the arrival doors 

after 8 months 
away from them. 
We traveled to 
Pilanesburg first 
for a bit of wild-
life viewing. Af-
ter Pilanesburg, 
it was off to Dur-
ban and time for 
Karen to do 
some work. The kids, Dave, Karen’s mom, and I all got 
to play a little in the Indian ocean while Karen slaved 
away at the conference. When Karen’s duties with the 
conference were through, we were able take a tour of 
a traditional Zulu village in the Durban area. After 
Durban, we travelled on to the beautiful city of Cape 
Town. We had incredible weather and were able to 
visit Robben Island, Table Mountain, and Cape Point 
(the southern most point on the continent). After Cape 
Town we travelled on to the children’s FAVORITE part 
of the trip and probably mine as well, Bethesda. Each 
night while at Bethesda the Lehe family was able to 
have dinner with at least one and sometimes two dif-
ferent Bethesda families. The children played, chatted, 
and watched movies while the adults sat, ate, and 
chatted about Bethesda, South Africa, America, and 
basically any  other topics that were of interest for the 
evening. The Lehes were able to see Bethesda, learn 
more about our ministry here, shop at the craft market, 
tour the South African veterinary teaching hospital, and 
much more during their time here. They were also an 
incredible encouragement to the families, missionaries 
and anyone that met them. We are so thankful that 
God allowed them to visit the ministry here in person! 

Lawrence has been almost as excited as I have about the Lehe visit for the past 
8 months. When he has visited my house from time to time, he looked at the 
pictures of all my friends and their children from America. He has almost eve-
ryone’s names memorized and he has long remembered Micah, Holly, Court-
ney, and Luke as the children who were coming to Bethesda. As I was leaving 
Bethesda last week to meet the Lehe family at the airport, Lerry shouted across 
the soccer field, “Miss Small, you are going to fetch the children?” I confirmed 
his suspicions. He then replied, “you must greet them for me and tell them I will 
see them on June 29.” Can you tell he was excited to meet some new friends!? 


