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A Note From the 
Teacher’s Desk 

Prayer Requests: 

• Pray for health improvements that are coming very 
quickly and for a godly attitude toward trials.  

• Financial wisdom as health expenses have been quite an 
ongoing  burden and my support figures are extremely  
low. 

• Pray for development of godly relationships with staff. 

• Pray for safe travels as many people are traveling to 
and from Bethesda in the next several months.  
 

Praises: 

• Church Getaway went well and I was healthy 
enough to teach and fellowship some. 

• Bethesda now has enough money to begin construc-
tion on a new childcare house beginning in August 
of this year.  

• We have received gifts in kind from different people 
recently that have allowed for the purchase of a 
new van for the village and a  new tractor! 

Central Baptist Church Getaway Weekend 

As I mentioned in 

one of my newslet-

ters, I was asked 

by the pastor’s 

wife at my church 

(Central Baptist) if 

I would be willing 

to help with the 

children’s ministry 

at our church’s annual getaway weekend. 

I agreed and enlisted Heather and two of 

our interns for help.  

I was extremely grateful for the help from 

the girls as the getaway came around only 

a week after my surgery. The theme for 

the weekend was “The Joy of the Lord”. 

We used that theme to formulate lessons 

for the children on “What is Joy?”, “How  

Do We Get Joy?”, and “How Do We 

Share Our Joy?”. It was a blessing to 

work with the children and to get to know 
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The Wizard of Oz 
On May 20th, the students in grades 1 - 7 of 

Jabulane Christian Academy put on their own 

production of The Wizard of Oz  for our visit-

ing team, the Bethesda staff, and their own 

families. The amount of work the children 

and their di-

rector, Miss 

Finklea  put in 

over the first 

seven weeks 

of the school 

term to pre-

pare for the 

p r o d u c t i o n 

was unbelievable, and 

all their work paid 

off. The children did 

an wonderful job of 

remembering their 

lines, and staying in 

character. It was 

amazing how each of 

them even 

managed to 

add a little 

bit of their 

own per-

s o n a l i t y 

into their 

character.  

It is a  

wonderful 

privilege to 

see how God has blessed our children with 

incredible gifts that they enjoy using and can 

use to bless those around them.  
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Next Issue Preview: 

• Lehe Visit 

• Entrepreneur Day 

• Youth Day Celebration 

• End of Term 2 

We are extremely blessed here at 
Bethesda to have many groups of 
people who have chosen to be used 
by God in the Bethesda Ministry 
through short term work teams.  
Throughout the next 7 months we will 
have several groups from churches 
and universities come to serve and do 
work projects around  the property.  
This past month we had our first team 

visit. The team was a group of 20 or 
so college students from Faith Baptist 
Bible College in Iowa and Baptist 
Bible College in Pennsylvania. The 
group was a great encouragement to 
the families and the staff as they did 
many projects around the property 
such as burning down the bush around 
the perimeter and preparing materi-
als for future work teams.  

Team Season Has Arrived! 

The Lehes are Coming 

I am extremely excited for the holiday 
break to come next month. I am excited 
to have a bit of a break and some ex-
tra rest, but I am most excited about 
the visit that I am going to have with my 
dear friends, the Lehe family. Dave 
and Karen Lehe along with their four 
children and Karen’s mother, will all be 
arriving in South Africa on June 19th 
and will stay until July 2nd.  
Karen will be coming to present at a 

veterinary conference in Durban, South 
Africa so we will be doing some travel-
ling to Durban as well as to Cape 
Town, then back to the Bethesda Vil-
lage.  
While the family is here, the children 
will be presenting a donation of books 
and school supplies to the school from 
the money they have earned through 
their Bethesda Egg Project. 

A while back, I taught Heather 
how to change a tire, following 
a recent flat. During the event, 
Shane said, “ Miss Small, if you 
are the teacher, you must not 
command the student, you must 
ask them.” 

Last week I was quite amused 
when Johanna pulled me aside 
before class and told me “Miss 
Small, let’s be honest, you are 
disappearing.” I told her she 
was a bit crazy and that I was 
far from disappearing. She 
then replied with, “Listen to me, 
Miss Small, I know, it’s true.” 

With all of my recent health  
issues, I have lost a significant 
amount of weight. The other day I 
w a l k e d  u p  t o  t h e  
Kolokoto house, and Mpho 
looked at me like she hadn’t seen 
me in weeks. She said to me, 
“Miss Small, you lost all your 
weight. “ I don’t know who she’s 
been looking at for the last two 
months, but it’s been pretty obvi-
ous.  

“When Jesus’ mother died and 
went to heaven, did she say “My 
Child or Father” when she saw 
Jesus?” 
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