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A Note From the 
Teacher’s Desk 

Prayer Requests: 

• Pray for the continued health  
improvements and financial 
wisdom as health expenses 
have been quite an ongoing  
burden 

• Pray for development of 
godly relationships with 
staff. 

• Pray for opportunities for  
involvement in the local 
church. 

How’s the Health? 
This week I was stricken 

by the fact that I have done 

a terrible job of keeping  

people updated on how my 

health has been during my 

time here. Some people 

know more than others  

because I have talked with 

them on the phone, but I 

decided it would probably 

be a good idea to get  

everyone on the same page. 

I apologize for not doing a 

good job of keeping 

you informed. It has 

been a struggle for me 

to acknowledge my 

weakness to others at 

times. I have been 

thankful for my times 

of weakness since they 

have allowed me  

wonderful opportuni-

ties to cry out to God 

for strength and endur-

ance. However, I have 

done a poor job of  

accepting Godly con-

cern and compassion 

from people who want to 

offer prayers and support. 

As most of you know, my 

health has been an ongoing 

problem since December. 

There have been a series of 

theories and suggestions, 

but not a lot of answers  

besides, "things are diffi-

cult at first" and "people 

usually do get sick a lot 

during their first year". 

I have been working with a 

pulmonologist over the last 

month or so and he has  

determined that I do have 

asthma. We have been 

working together get my 

breathing problems and 

chest pain under control. I 

feel like we have finally 

made some strides in the 

right direction this week. 

For the last 2 or 3 weeks I 

have been on the inhalers 

that he prescribed when I 

first met with him. I have 

also been doing nebulizer-

breathing treatments up to 

10 times a day along with 

daily doses of cortisone. 

Finally, this week, I have 

had a string of two or three 

days in a row where my 

breathing has  been 

‘normal’ and I have not 

been in any pain. I am 

thankful for this because 

this means that I can now 

start slowly reducing the 

amount of medication I am 

on each day. 

Along with the breathing 

problems, I have had a  

series of stomach problems 

that have caused me to 

have difficulty eating and  

keeping food down. I  

consulted the doctor this 

week regarding the stom-

ach problems, after having 

tried many other options 

such as diet alterations and 

some recommended over-

the-counter medicines. The  

doctor was concerned with 

rapid rate at which I have 

been losing weight and the 

pain I am having 

in my stomach 

and side. She or-

dered a sonogram 

of my stomach 

that revealed mul-

tiple small stones 

in my gall blad-

der. The doctor 

recommends that I 

see a surgeon. I 

have an appoint-

ment scheduled 

for Tuesday of 

this week to speak 

with the surgeon 

and it is very likely that I 

will have surgery to re-

move my gall bladder ei-

ther on Wednesday of this 

week or early next week. I 

am extremely thankful that 

I am living in a country 

where I can get great medi-

cal care. We are all praying 

that I can have this surgery 

soon, have a speedy recov-

ery, and that this would be 

the beginning of the end of 

serious medical problems.  

Praises: 

• I have joined a ladies small 
group at my church. We are 
studying 1 John.  

• Health issues are beginning to 
get sorted out.  

• Students are preparing for  
another play, which they will 
present for our first visiting 
team. 

Meet with Surgeon 4/29 

Worker’s Day– No 

School 

5/1 

Worker’s Day– No 

School 

5/2 

Ellie McIntosh 

Arrives 

5/7 

Katelyn Aulie  

Departs 

5/12 

Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

5/12– 

5/14 

JCA Civvies Day 5/16 

John Jackson’s 

Team Visits 

5/18– 

5/24 

The Wizard of Oz 5/20 

Upcoming Events 
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I never cease to be amazed at the 
things that come out of children’s 
mouths. I have noticed lately that 
my students and the other chil-
dren keep me entertained with 
some funny quote each week. I 
usually try to post them on my 
blog once a week, but there are 
many that don’t make it that far. 
I decided to try and keep a few 
of them in reserve so I can share 
them with all of you once a 
month in a new reoccurring arti-
cle. I have selected three quotes 
this month for you to enjoy. 
The first quote comes from 
Moeletsi, one of my fourth grade 
students. He was asked by one of 
the interns the other day who his 
best friend was. Moeletsi  
answered with “My best friend at 
church is Miss Small!” Moeletsi and 
his family attend Central Baptist in 
Pretoria with the Mixons and me 
and he often sits with me at church 
on Sunday mornings. (Moeletsi is 
with me in the top picture.) 
The second quote for this month 
comes from Shane. Shane is also 
one of my students. He is in grade 
five and is my neighbor. This week 
there was a conference going on 

at the church that Shane’s family 
attends. The conference meant 
many late nights this week for their 

family. I volun-
teered to look 
after the chil-
dren on Friday 
night to give 
them a break 
from being on 

the go all eek. 
Not knowing 
exactly what 
to feed a 
house full of 
children, I quickly 
whipped up a pot full 
of spaghetti. Shane was 
so excited that I was 
cooking, he kept poking 
his head in and out of 
the door to see how my progress 
was coming along. During one of 
his trips out of my house, he told 
one of our interns, “Miss Finklea, 
Miss Small is a good cook. She 
went to driving school.” What ex-

actly the correlation is between 
driving school and cooking well, 
Nichole and I have yet to figure 
out, but Shane was very insistent. 
(Shane is pictured in the middle.) 
My final quote for the month 
comes from my oldest student,  
Sipho, who is in grade 7. The large 
doses of steroids I have been on 
have started to cause my face to 
break out with very noticeable 
acne. On Friday Sipho was getting 
ready to start his math assignment 
when he looked at me and with 
100% seriousness and interest 
sa id ,  “Miss  Smal l ,  what’ s  
biting your face?” This question 

then sparked an im-
promptu discussion 
about acne and it’s  
effect on how a person 
can look. (Sipho is pic-
tured in the bottom.) 
Hope you got a laugh 
or two from some of the 
insightful and inquisitive 

comments I hear on an almost daily 
basis.  
 


