
 
The oil prices are having 
an unprecedented effect 
on Bethesda as an or-
ganization and our mis-
sionary staff.  We are 
currently paying $4.37 
per gallon for car fuel.  
Each day on the news 
we hear of more rate 
hikes in utilities, petrol, 
interest, and food 
prices. It looks like 
South Africa is headed 
for a large increase in 
their cost of living in 
2008.  Thank you for 
being aware of the 
needs and sharing of 
your resources to fur-
ther advance the gospel 
of Christ as we seek to 

reach more and more.  
 
Persevering with great 

joy, 
 

John 

This month has been a 
month of transition for 
Lois and me.  We 
moved to the available 
flat at the Bethesda 
property.  The staff and 
children are adjusting to 
their new neighbors.  
We are so excited 
about being close to the 
staff and the children as 
we watch them grow 
and mature.  Lois is ad-
justing to a smaller 
house and Shadow, our 
faithful guard dog, is ad-
justing to the 4 German 
Shepherds that don’t 

like her being around.    

Roger and Carol re-
turned to the States and 
we miss them already.  
Their job as trainers is 
certainly used in great 
amounts at Bethesda.  
Thankfully, they won’t 

be away too long and 
will return in July, first 
going to Zambia to 
teach at a marriage 
seminar at Lusaka Bap-
tist Church.  In Septem-
ber, they will teach a 
marriage seminar at 
Central Baptist Church 
in Pretoria where folks 
from the church, com-
munity, and some of 

our staff will attend.   
 
Our goal is to engage 
the global Christian 
Church in the call to 
“look after” the or-
phans of the world in a 
focused and collective 
effort that demon-
strates the love of 
Christ to the orphans 
and the world around 
us. We see many open 
doors, although sadly, 
this past week we had 
to turn two young boys 
away because our 
houses are full.  Please 
pray with us that we 
will be able to begin 
building very soon.  I 
met with our contrac-
tor yesterday and he is 
getting a proposal to-

gether with the full cost. 
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“Blessed be the God 

and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places in 

Christ, just as He chose 

us in Him before the 

foundation of the 

world, that we would 

be holy and blameless 

before Him. In love He 

predestined us to adop-

tion as sons through 

Jesus Christ to Him-

self, according to the 

kind intention of His 

will, to the praise of the 

glory of His grace, 

which He freely be-

stowed on us in the 

Beloved.” 

Ephesians 1:3-6 
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How Close Are We? 

 
The teams leave spiritually re-
freshed with a new perspective 
of world missions.  One of our 
team members wrote to us 
after leaving, “What part must 
we play in this violent battle 
against HIV/AIDS? I don’t be-
lieve we can simply sit on the 
sidelines and watch as people 
die, missing out on the oppor-
tunity to be a part of the family 

of God.” 
 
If you want to have a part in 
this grand demonstration of 
God’s love for the orphans of 

Team season is fast approach-
ing.  We look forward to our 
teams and are excited to wel-
come each of them that will 
arrive in the months of May, 
June, July, September, Novem-
ber and December.  Our 
teams are always a blessing to 
the ministry of Bethesda as 
they seek to demonstrate and 
proclaim the love of God 
through the many projects, 
discipleship opportunities, 
cookie distribution, and provi-
sion of relief and development 

when they are with us.   
 

South Africa and bring a team, 
please contact Bethesda-
temba@boi.org or Carol 

Team Season Begins! 

Currently, we have R850,000.00 ($121,428.57) of the R1,400,000.00 ($200,000.00) needed for 
construction of the new building and the furnishings needed to outfit the house. If we take away 
the R300,000.00 ($42, 857.14) for the furnishings we are down to R1, 100,000.00 ($157,142.86). 
So, bottom line, we can begin construction of the building with an additional R250,000.00 
($30,000.00) . This will give us room for 8 more children and 4 guest/staff housing units which is 

another big need.  
 
Would you consider helping meet this need?! 
• If you live in the States, you can go to www.ebm.org and follow the links to give online to Bethesda’s 

Construction fund (look for donate to EBM special projects); or you can send a check made out to 
“Evangelical Baptist Missions” to EBM, Bethesda Outreach, PO Box 781438, Indianapolis, IN, 46278—

include a note designating the gift for the new home construction project. 
• If you live in South Africa, you can give using the banking details on Page 4. Drop us an email to let us 

know of the gift’s designation. 

Costs for Building in South African Rand

Total Received, 

R 850,000.00

Needed to Begin 

Construction, 

R 250,000.00

Furnishings,

R 300,000.00
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A Word From Sebastian 

my job to keep the people at Bethesda safe.  I 
work with a security officer, but I am the boss 
of our security dog pack!  I have to patrol the 
perimeter of our 100 acres daily and some-
times nightly, and I have had to teach all the 
younger dogs how to do the same.  I am 
awake a lot overnight as I can detect trouble 
from far away, and have to bark to alert Frans 
Manaka to come out and have a look.  We 
haven’t had  a break in for which we can be 

thankful. 
 
 I taught our young dogs the importance of 
protecting our families from snakes, and how 
to track and catch them if somebody is in dan-
ger .  I have learned from experience the terri-
ble effects of teasing a porcupine (ouch, 13 
quills in my backside), and why it is important 

NOT to eat rat poison!  Yuck!   
 
Though I’m a bit old and decrepit I’m so thank-
ful for donated food and medications to keep 
me going so I can continue to do my job the 
best I can.  I love our children at Bethesda and 
I am at times a pillow and leaning post for 

them.  I think I have the best job in the world. 

My name is Sebastian, and I am a Bethesda 
guard dog.  I have been here almost since “the 
beginning”.  I remember when some of our 
very first children, Shane, Konyana and 
Thandiwe arrived.  They were afraid of me at 
that time, but no more.   My favorite flower 
bed to lay in is at Shane and Konyana’s house, 
and they take very good care of me, “Grandpa 

Seb.”  
 
 Yup, they say I’m getting “old”, whatever that 
means!  I’m only six and a half, but my life has 
been busy and tough at times.  First of all, it’s 

Thank you to all who have donated books, check-out 
pockets and cards, resource materials, and so much 
more to our school library.  Some of our interns took on the library as a 
special project and it is now a fully functioning library that our children 

and staff can enjoy. 

Family/Marriage Seminars 

Roger Cryan is a gifted marriage and family counselor.  He is available to do 
marriage/family seminars in your church while they are in the States.  He is 
also willing to share the ministry of Bethesda.  If you are interested in more 
information about his ministry, please contact Bethesda-temba@boi.org or 

rcryan@ebm.org. 

  Jabulane Christian Academy Library 

Roger 

Sebastian with France and Libby 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

Capital Project Needs 

   Phase 3 Construction: 

      R 1,400,000 ($233,350) 

   Village Road Construction: 

      R 480,000 ($80,000) 

   Combie (2 needed): 

      R 220,000 ($36,670)/each 

   Tractor with Equipment: 

      R 120,000 ($20,000) 

    

Children’s Home Needs 
(for donors living in South Africa) 

   Non-perishable food items 

Opportunities           

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Klaas Mashabela 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Frans & Salome Manaka 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 
 

Houseparent Assistant: 

Christinah Moagi 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Tryphina Matjebe 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 
Recently in assembly at school, the students 
learned about creation from a DVD of Ken Ham. 
Johanna was especially listening when Mr. Ham said 
he often told children to ask someone who was 

teaching evolution “Were you there?”   
A few hours later we were beginning to study So-
cial Sciences. I started to explain to Johanna and 
Prudence we were studying information from a 
book written in 100AD. Upon hearing how long 
ago that was, Johanna raised her hand and asked, 
“Miss Rumley, were you there?” After I realized 
she didn’t really think I was that old, I remembered 
that she was just putting the teaching she’d heard 

into practice! 

From the Lips of Children 


