
Term 1 is Almost Done 
We will end our first term at JCA on 
March 20. This term has been full of  
unexpected turns, but we are thankful 
for all of the growing that has been  
going on in our school so far this year. 
Heather and I are both very thankful in 
the growth that we have seen in a few 
of our students in their effort to meet our 
classroom goal of becoming more like 
Christ by putting others first.  

We are also very thankful for the  
interest some of our older students have 
taken in practical application of the  
topics they have been studying. It is an 
encouragement each time we allow the 
children to ask questions 
and we hear questions 
that have obviously  
required much thought 
and interest in the topic. 
We are praying that we 
would each continue to 
d e v e l o p  s t r o n g  
relationships with our  
students and they would 
continue to challenge 
each other with such 
probing and thought  
provoking questions.  
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Prayer Requests: 
 

• Pray for developing relationships 
among school staff. 

• Pray for the continued health  of 
Heather and I. 

• Pray for opportunities for involve-
ment in the local church. 

• Pray for finances to come together 
for the building of a new house on 
property, so we can begin to take 
in children again. 

• Pray for personal growth in my 
walk with the Lord.  

• Pray for diligence in planning and 
grading school work. 

• Pray for  my support level to in-
crease to a more stable level than 
the 85% or so that I am currently 
at. 

Upcoming Events: 

Siphiwe’s Birthday 03/05 

Michael’sBirthday 03/06 

Peter’s Birthday 03/12 

Mixon’s Moving to the 
Bethesda property 

03/13 

Children’s Craft Day 03/15 

JCA– Last day of Term 03/20 

Human Rights Day and 
Good Friday 

03/21 

Family Day– Public  
Holiday 

03/24 

Kidiboni’s Birthday 03/26 

Staff Retreat and Training 
On February 15, 16, and 17, the  
ENTIRE  Bethesda staff got away for 
the weekend together. We went to Pure 
Joy Lodge and had a wonderful week-
end of training and fellowship. Roger 
Cryan led sessions on Biblical conflict 
resolution and relationships. We also 
had split men and women’s sessions 
w h e r e  w e  d i s c u s s e d  o u r  
Biblical roles as men and women of 
Christ. Aside from the wonderful  
training we received, the weekend was 
a great opportunity for our house  

parents to get some much needed rest as the interns and family friends were able 
to watch all of the children back at the property for the weekend.  

The entire Bethesda staff together in one place.  



It is certainly not an easy assignment to leave your family, friends, church body, and job in order to move half way 
across the world to a strange continent and different culture, however, that is the assignment that I am confident God 
has given me. Thankfully, even when we are weary or unsure of how we are to accomplish the tasks that seem  
undoable, God provides direction, wisdom, and the encouragement to persevere.  

God has certainly been very good to me as He has been directing me in this 
process. Recently I have been reminded of how thankful I am for God’s  
sovereign will and the way He puts things in order according to His plans 
and not our own. I am extremely thankful that there is someone here that is 
going through all of the same adjustments that I am right alongside me. The 
past three to four months have gone by like a whirlwind and I could not be 
more thankful that Heather has been here to go through all of the  
adventures with me. We have had many “African” days together, been 
through bouts of sickness at the same time, and are getting used to a new 
classroom together. If things had gone as Heather had planned, she would 
have been at Bethesda two years ago and I would be going through all of 
these adjustment times on my own right now. Though I am confident that 
God would have given me the strength needed to make the adjustments on 
my own, He was kind gracious enough to give me company.  

I am ever grateful, not that God has given me a person to hold on to during 
times of trial and adjustment, but that He has allowed each of us to be 
stretched and grow in different areas because of what we are learning from each other and our reactions to new 
situations.  

Time with the Children 

A Note From the Teacher’s Desk 

Next Issue Preview: 

• Mixon’s move in 

• Easter Holidays 

• Did we survive the end of the 

term? 

Bethesda Field Address: 

Tonya Small 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 0400 

South Africa 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

Thankful for Company 

Time with the children outside of school is always time well spent, 
but sometimes that precious time is difficult to come by. It is  often 
necessary to be quite intentional in order to have quality time with 
the kiddos. They are usually busy with family time, chores, and 
playing, as all kids should be and I am busy planning, grading, 
and communicating with people, as teachers usually should be. 
Any time I am able to spend with the kids is really a gift from our 
glorious God who allowed us all to be in this place at this time for 
HIS purposes. I am daily impressed with the incredible job our 

house parents have of raising 
these children to be disciples of 
Christ in the generations to come 
and am extremely grateful for 
any time I am offered the  
opportunity to take part in such 
an incredible task. We know 
that God receives all the glory 
for bringing each of these  
children to our village and HE 
also receives the glory as those 
who have accepted HIS Son 
grow more like HIM every day.  


