
I want to close by say-

ing a huge THANK 

YOU!  Since the concep-

tion of this ministry, 

God has opened many 

doors in moving Be-

thesda ahead. We are 

thankful that we have 

been able to signifi-

cantly assist local 

churches in helping 

many orphaned chil-

dren who had no place 

to go -  many who have 

now come to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus 

Christ.  There isn’t a 

day that goes by that I 

don’t pray for our part-

ners who have encour-

aged, helped, and who 

will continue to help us 

make a difference in 

these children's lives. 

 

For the Bethesda team, 

 

 

John Mixon 

Dear Friends of Be-

thesda, 

 

Thanks to some friends 

of Bethesda, we were 

able to conduct a Be-

thesda staff retreat at a 

nearby lodge. Roger 

Cryan, who spent many 

hours preparing, taught 

our staff about building 

strong relationships and 

resolving conflict within 

the body of Christ. The 

staff walked away from 

the retreat with re-

newed vitality, a team 

spirit of unity and fel-

lowship, spiritual re-

freshment, and a week-

end of rest. 

 

The children had a re-

treat of their own at 

home without parents.  

We are thankful for our 

interns and several 

other volunteers who 

helped watch the chil-

dren and keep a sem-

blance of order at the 

village. The interns or-

ganized games, a video 

night with popcorn, and 

Bible lessons.  Thank-

fully, the interns sur-

vived but needed some 

rest when the parents 

arrived home!  

 

Lois and I took a trip to 

Zambia with one of our 

board members and his 

wife, Steve and Nancy 

Longbrake.  Steve was 

able to do some teach-

ing for business people 

at Lusaka Baptist 

church as well as 

preaching for their Sun-

day evening service.  

While we were there, 

we had a time to con-

verse with the church 

leadership to discuss 

ways that we can part-

ner in the future to help 

with the orphan crisis in 

Zambia. Zambia has a 

population of over 11 

million people and it is 

said that there are over 

1.5 million orphans. 

This is an even greater 

percentage than in 

South Africa.  Please 

continue to pray as we 

seek wisdom from God 

for a partnership with 

Lusaka Baptist Church 

and see what He will do 

in the future. 

From the Director 
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“I thank my God in all 

my remembrance of 

you, always offering 

prayer with joy in my 

every prayer for you 

all, in view of you par-

ticipation in the gospel 

from the first day until 

now.” 

Philippians 1:3-5 
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Highlights from the Staff Retreat 

their money and 
bought each child 
their very own book 
that fit in perfectly 
with their interests 
and hobbies.  They 
also sent a picture of 
themselves and wrote 
a note to each child.   
As each child re-
ceived their own 
book this week, it 
was so exciting to see their 
faces as they realized that they 
could keep the book and put 
their own name in it.  It wasn’t 
for the school library – it was 
theirs!  Many of the children 

We LOVE to read!  We love 
to encourage our children to 
read!  Many of our Bethesda 
school children are learning 
the joy of reading and the edu-
cation students of Baptist Bible 
College of Pennsylvania made 
that joy of reading even 
greater this year!  Dr. Ritchie 
S. Kelley, the chair of teacher 
education at BBC involved his 
education students in a book 
project to benefit our school 
children.  He asked us to give 
him the names, ages and some 
interests of each of our school 
age children. These generous 
education majors saved up 

have never owned their own 
book before so it was a really 
special time.  THANK YOU 

BBC! 

We Love to Read! 

Roger Cryan during 

a session. 

A highlight of the weekend was singing before each session. 

Along with great sessions and rest, there was 
time for fellowship and some light hearted 

moments as well! 

Bethesda Staff 

Jabulane students with their books 
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Partnership Announced 

ship has grown between Central and Bethesda to a 
point where the church leadership brought a rec-
ommendation before the church in their last quar-
terly business meeting to take on a formal partner-
ship with Bethesda.  We praise the Lord for the 
encouragement Central Baptist Church has been to 
Bethesda as a ministry as well as to the Bethesda 
team who attend this church and we look forward 
to many years ahead as we partner together for the 

glory of God.  

For many years now, several of the Bethesda team 
has been attending Central Baptist Church.  Pastor 
Charles DeKiewit, lead pastor, and Mark Kingon, 
elder, are on the board of Bethesda.  The relation-

see.  We want to again thank 
Riaan Niemand and Andrew 
Loggie for cycling many miles 
in the Epic to raise funds for 
Bethesda.  They were a great 
encouragement to us and 
helped to get the initial con-

tact with ABSA.   

to the mission of Bethesda. 
There was a short program 
where the honored guests 
were favored by music from 
our children.  Each of our chil-
dren made thank you cards 
for those in attendance and 
handed them out personally.  
That was a blessing for all to 

ABSA Bank 
finished 
the drilling 
for a bore 
hole and 
installed an 
irrigation 

system at our administration 
office complex.  On the 13th of 
February, we had a wonderful 
day of celebrating, with offi-
cials from Sesego Cares.  We 
recounted the remarkable way 
that God provides through 
individuals who are committed 

Thank You Absa! 

From the Lips of Children 

Shane was sitting on Papa John’s lap one day 
and kept rubbing his hand on Papa John’s arm.  
All of a sudden he asked, “Papa John, why do you 
have a ‘beard’ on your arm?”   



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

 

Capital Project Needs 

   Phase 3 Construction: 

      R 1,400,000 ($233,350) 

   Village Road Construction: 

      R 480,000 ($80,000) 

   Combie (2 needed): 

      R 220,000 ($36,670)/each 

   Tractor with Equipment: 

      R 120,000 ($20,000) 

   Security for Admin Bldg: 

      R 10,000 ($1670) 

 

Children’s Home Needs 
(for donors living in South Africa) 

   Non-perishable food items 

 

 

Opportunities                      

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Klaas Mashabela 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Frans & Salome Manaka 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 
 

Houseparent Assistant: 

Christinah Moagi 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Tryphina Matjebe 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 


